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PREFAUCE

Tur age in which we Dive necessitales hrevily, sl
average roaders hinve not fime for the perusal of volu-
minos ographies. Tt appeaved to the anthor that
there was o need of short yet comprehensive shetches of
gome Jeading naturalisis, and he has attempted 1o supply
that want, ¥is desive has been thronghont to stimmlate
a desire, pavtivalarly in the ooads of the young, for
Natural SBeiener. Elanentary lessous in Bolaay, Geology,
aml other subjects of a similar nature are now given in
many Doard and voluntary sehools, and  the anthor
will be glad il this little book reaches the hamls of
somie 0f these young students. e has cadeavoursd to
interest the veader in the lives of o fow of the men-ol

light and leading in the stwly of natue.
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EMINENT NATURALISTS

SIR CHARLES LINNAEUS.

e sabject of this sketel was horn
o May dvd, 1707, 11is father was
pastor of the litile village of Tiashnlr,
in the provinee of Smaland, Swaden,
The family swname is supposed to
have originated Lvom a Iofty linden-
trea which stood in the notive place
of their aneestors.

Charlez was the first-hoom of the
fumily, amd, hke many other men
who Lave mnde the world famons, it was intended that
he should follow the same enlling ns his father, and
thotgh the pulpit of that day may Juve lost an carnest
amd  zealous teacher, botanical scienve has been the
cniner, and in many ways it may be said that he
las exerted n wider and more beneficial intluenes hy
the calling which he eventually followed than he could

possibly have done as a villnge pastor.
' I
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s fathor, Nicholas Linigens, was prssionately fowml
of gardening, and living ns he did in the heart of a
beautiful eountry, in a house swronnded by ample
grounds, he was enabled to gratify this hobby to his
heart's eomtent, and young Charles appears 1o have
Been born with this intenss love for the same pursnit,
and thus lds pavents themsclves laid the fenndation
of what was afterwands to defeat their most chevighei
wizhes, that he shonld enter the nowistry.  As a bahe
coning in his wooden vof he was often earried into
the open air amid the (ees and flowers, and the
Idlabues of lus wmother were supplemented T the
lullubies of the hiwdz and the rustling leaves.  His
eapliest attempts to walk were among the Hower-Tieds,
and  his fingers daily rovealed the handluls of soil
which Te Tl been displacing. TFven his very Lovs
were owers, and thas i the wndst of saeh saeround-
s there condd be no wonder thet he shonld grow
up w veritable child of natue,

A change ol pastorsfe In 1703 teole the family fo
ancther living, and  heve the futher seleetod 0 house
with @« very large goarden, which he soom  emltivated
to sch an extent as to moke it the Huest nod most
varlegated n the emtire district, He had at one
Hue tn it upwards of Lowr hundred species of flowers,
miany of them of forelgn growth.  Yoeune Clnrles
voery soon made himself faniliny with the nawes of
the plants and fowers growing wronnd  their lionie.
i almost 02 seon us he had found the nse of his
little legs he went out on private expeditions o1l
Lronght homo roots of weeds amed wild herbs among



S CHARLES LINS EUS, 4

ather things, and these he himself planted in the
garden, giving his father great trouble to get rid of
them afterwards.  The Doy, however, =oon lLegan to
distinguish what he eonld Tring home and plant with
safoty, and what he could not.

The iime soon came when Charles was to attewd
his firet school, awd to Wexien, n ueighbouwring town,
he was seul o 1717, His father had given lim a
good elomentary education, and of Latin the Doy's
hewd had just about as much ws he conld well corey
al it Gme; bud, chiel of woll, lus e for his
favourite  powswl wenl  with Lo, ol it was
forinuale that the redor of e scehiool  was also
foril of Twtuny, und soon ook an additional interest
in Charles when he  diseoversd  at  he possessml
extrnomlinury  talents In gueling  the  names ad
peenliarities of plants and flowers which grew aloat
the sehool.  The mwjerity of the school-componions
of Taunmus were far alwsel of lim o the ondinary
stidics which they passell wougl, and looked npon
Charles in the light of o truant in his self-imposed
exenrsions after plants at the expeuse of Hlebrew g
the other subjects of the school conrse.  So nechisent
did the boy hecome of these suljects, that the tutoes,
alter many admeomitions, eonsidered it necessary to
complain to his father, and this so distueleed the
sendor 1o los mind that Charles was severely ropni-
manded.  He ypromdsed to pay all the attention which
he eould to divinity, tmt hnd to cenfess to lis fatler
that L possessial o inelination whatever for the
sacred pursait whiehh he so eagerly desied o 1o



