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RATLROAD OOMM'ij‘Lti'gATION

]OKCROSS THE poﬁffifl_NENT.

CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD. "

——————

Growth of the Pacific Slope.

Tug Pacific Slope of the North American Continent has been
steadily and rapidly growing in commercial, political, and moral im-
portance for the past quarter of a century. Since the discoveries of
the vast depositz of the precions metals, from which it is cstimated
no less than a thousand millions of bullion have been already drawn, {
the attractions of a genial climate, fertile soil, and valnable markets
have contributed to draw thither, and to hold as permanent settlers,
nearly a million of active population, The foreign and domestic trade
has already assumed respectable proportions. The annual yield of
the precions metals is undiminished, while the pastorsl and agrienl-
tural prodoctions are largely increasing—even under the existing
conditions of a scarcity of labor, and inadequate trunsportation fa-
cilities. Some idea of the present value and possibilities of this veat
extent of country (half as large as Europe,) may be guthered from
the following statistics taken from reliable sources:

The United States Comiissioner of Mining Statistics gives the
following estimate of the yield of precious metals from the Pacifio
States and Territories:

1861, .o B43,391,000 1865, . ...00iiiiinin.- 70,000,000
e .. 49,850,000 + 000
.o BLH00000 1BET,........

$63.450,000

Estimated to be distributed thus:
Californis, < ouewonee ... 822000000 Tdaho, oovvenniinnnnn. $§135,000,000
Oregon and Washington,. . 8000000 Nevada,.......... veee . 15,600,000
Montans,. . ...oooooee.. . 10,000,000 Colorado, Utah, &e.. ... + 10,000,000

The total amount of bullion coined at and shipped from San
Froncisco, for 1866, is given at 835,322,000, and for 1867, at
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£57,674,000; no less thay, 89,464,000, in silver, having been shipped

to China dircet in the %wo. years, independently of large amounts

of grain and memhandlq:

The erop of cered24a California and Oregon already exceeds in
value the annual. _gbla product, and now furm the chief itema of
export of these I,wq young States, which, o fow years sinee, imported
their breadstufs. No less than 100 first-class vessels have been
freighted | feira the port of Ban Francieco during the lust yeor with
wheat and:four, destined mainly for European nnnmmphnn, valued
at 31’0000 000. The wheat crop of California alone, in 1865, was
S;QO_D.BDD bushels; 12,000,000 bushels in 1866; wnd n 1867 the erop

.ok estimated 2t 15,000,000 boshels. The wool crop of 1865 was
.. "35:250,000 pounds, and that of 1888, 8,000,000 pounds. California
""" leather and hidea have a high rank in eastern markets. Tho Wine-
culture, although still in it infancy, promises to be a large source
of revenue. The coast asbounds with exeellent timber, and besides
gold and silver, has valuablo mines of quickailver, lead, iron, coal,
horax and cobalt. Hardly any natural gift s wanting to the vast
territory to enable it to sustain o dense population.

A first-class line of steamships, now plying belween Ban Fran-
aiseo and Yokohama and Shanglai, has opened & new avenue to
American enterprise, in the rich trade of China, Japan, and the
East Indies; a trade which bas hitherto been shared only by the
‘Western European nations, and which has been cstimated to be
worth, in the aggregate, $135,000,000 per snnum. 'The vesscls ar-
riving at tho single port of San Francisco, in 1866, had an aggregate
tonnage of 765,940, and in 1867, of 901,425 fona, the departures
heing nearly the same; the total number of passengers from foreign -
or distant ports being 25,618 in 1866, and 33,871 in 1867. The car-

rying trade of the North Pacific Ocean [ izes o rapid devel t
and the manufacturing interests are a‘iso rapidly l:xtcnd.mg their
operations.

The Pacific Railroad a Necessity.

These resnlta have been reached under great disadvantages. Cal-
ifornia has been practically more remote than any part of Europe.
So long as a three weeks ocean voyage through the tropics must he.
endured, at great cost, the tide of immigration was necessarily
diverted clsewhere, The national troops and mails, together with all
the conveni and ies of civilized life, had to be carried
scross a foreign isthmus, or, by & voyage of 16,000 miles, ronnd
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Cape Horn, The high price of labor, of subsistence and of transpor-
tation all tended to check the otherwise exuberant growth. Only the
very richest deposits of gold and silver could be worked with profit.
The one element lacking to give a new impetus to the Western coast
was u cheap and essy means of communication with the Eastern
States. :

The intermadiate Territories, also rich in precious ores, were neg-
leeted, insecnre, and unavailable for general settlement, by reason of
the cost of tmansportation. The int of order
and trengnility smong the roving Indisn tribes had become a seri-
oug item of national expenditure. The political, commercial, and
‘mineral interests called for Railroad Communication across the Con-
tinent at the earliest practicable day. The subject, after being abun-
dantly canvassed by varions conventions, was finally presscd npon the
attention of the Government. Tp to 1560 the railroad system of the
East had been extending its iron arms westward until it had reached
the Missouri River at two points, and was rapidly being approached at
two others on the Towa boundary. At the outbreak of the Rebellion,
the Pacific Railroad became, more than ever, a necesgity, from a mil-
itary point of view. In order to bind the young and powerful
Pacific States and Territories to the Union, and to encourage their
efforts in the common defence, as well as for the purposes of presery-
ing order in the public domain and developing the grest industrial
pursuits of the Far West, the aid of the Government was gencrously
extended to the project. ;




