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RECOMMENDATIONS.

Denr Sir,

1 heve read Erskine's treatise on * The Tofernal Ev-
idence for the Troth of Reveuled Religion.”™ It isan
sdmirable performance, flted with judicious observa-
tions,and interspersed with happy and interestiog illns-
trationm of the various points discossad. [t in
with the image of a strong, sccurats nod powerfud
mind. Having himself by ihe grace of God, experi-
eoced the moral and regenerating infuence of Divins
truth, the anthor wishea thel pthers may be brought on-
der the guickening and sgoctifying operation of the
same trapsforming power. The work is well calcnla-
ted to call up the attention f nominal christians, as
well an of professed infidals, to the bigh and command
ing clafma of the Bible, as & revelslion given by Jeho-
vah (o form the character of sinful mon for ais A

1. ). JANEWATY.

July 17, 1821,

Mr. Finley,

I baye read, with great plensure, Erskine’s treatie
o0 ** The lpteraal Evideace for the Truth of Revealed
Relgion. "

It is, in my judgmevt, & work of rare merif. Tha
siyle ia lugid, chaste and pervous. The illustrations
are happily chosen, and skillflly spplied. ™ Tha in-
ternal ewidence for the trath of revealed religion, is
not s oew subject 5 but this writer's method of tresting
it, is oew aod natural ; and e my woind, coaviociog
eod satislctory. [ wish yoo suerem in the pablice-
tian. W, NEIL,

Posiar, Sizth Prestylerian Church, Philadelphai

Dear Sir, .
I bave read with moch pleasure, and rejoice that you
propose to republish, Mr. Erskine's valuabls treatire



-

oo the internel evidence of Christinnity. It deserves,
and 1 hope will receive, a carefal pervaal, from those
persons espacially, who whilst they readily assent tw
the authenticity of the Bible, are loo little acguainted
with *the internal structere™ of that religion which it
teschos : It in & bpecimen of sound and ingeniu-na:iu-
mentutiva, condncted in & picoons, and animating
wiyls, whose attrections will be very soun feit and con-
femsed, by the atteptive reader. |t abounds with stri-
king, yut chants ifusirations ; presents efovated views
of evangelical treth ; and cherishes & pure and enlight-
toed pinly, ofering oo effence to true chrislians of may
denomimation. [t is the sulhor's design Lo enforce tha
sentiment, that as the Bible ambodien in itsclf the prin-
cipal evidence of its truth, be who desites to form a
enfrect judgment of the charactar of this bool, instead
o ing meny elaborate works oo the sxternal
of its insparetion, should firet of il B CED-
id and eareful atteption to the Bible itself ; leading
uw o this most comofatory inference, that mep of loarm-
ipg are not the only persoos capable of obininiog an
igeni assurance of the troth of the goapel, but that
this sssurance is alike attainable, by the poorer and
bess inwtructed pertion of maskiod.
Believing that by repricties this inleresting boolr,
will be instrumanial of promoting the best of cau-
set, | have, agreeably fo your request, tramsamitied
thess remarks o yoor dispossl.
Beipectinlly, &ic

T, H. SKINNER.
Mr. Anthony
July 17, 1821,

Tha Rav. Dr. A, Alexander says, in refation to this
work, ** This is the prodection of & seperior mind, oa
which the trutbs of Revelalion secm to have operated
ffectonlly.™



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER.

'T'szse is a principle in oor pature which makes
us dissatisfied with unexplained and unconnect-
ed facts; which leads us to theorize all the
particulars of our knowledge, or to form in our
own minds some system of causes sufficient to
explain or produce the effects which we ses ;
and which teaches us to belisve or disbelieva
in the truth of any system which may be pre-
sented to us, just as it appears adequate or in-
adequate to affor# that explanation of which
we are in porsoit. Wa have an intuitive per-
ception that the appearances of Nature zre
connected by the relation of cause and effect ;
and we have also an iostinctive desire to class-
ify and arrange the seemingly confosed maws
of facts with which we are surrounded, sccord-
ing to this distinguishing relationship. From
these principles hava proceeded all the theo-
ries which were ever formed by man, Bo
ihese principles alone can never make a troe
theary : They teach vs to theorize ; bot ex-
periente is necessary in order to theorize just-
Iy. We must :J: acquainted with the ordinary



operations of causes, before we can combime
them into a theory which will satisly the mind.
Bot when we are convinced of the real exis-
tence of a canse in natore, and when we find
that a class of physical facis is explained by the
sapposition of this cause, and tallies exactly
with its ordinary operation, we resist both rea-
son aod inslinct when we resist the cooviction
that this class of facts does resoit from this
cause. On this process of reasoning is ground-
ad our gonviction that the varions phenomena
of the heavenly bodies are resulis from the
principle or law of gravitation. That great
master of theories, Adam Smith, has given a
most appropriate and beautiful illustration of
this principle, in his * History of Astronomy,”
He has there shown, bow the speculative sys-
tam was slways accommedated to the phenom-
epa which had been observed ; aod how, on
each new discovery in point of fact, a corres-
pooding change necessarily took place io the
form of the system.

There is another process of ressoning, dif
fgring somewhat from that which has been
described, yet closely allied to it ; by which,
instead of ascending from effects to a caunse, we
dﬁ_@pnﬂ from a cause to effecis. When we are
ance eonvinced of the existence of a cause, and



are acquainted with its ordinary mode of ope-
ration, we are prépared lo give a certain de-
gree of eredit fo a history of other effects at-
tributed to it, provided we cao trace the con-
gexion between them. As an illostration of
this, 1 shall suppose, that the sleam-ecgine, and
the application of it to the movement of ves-
sels, was known in China in the days of Archi-
medess and that & foolish lying traveller had
found his way from Sicily te China, and had
there seen an exhibition of a steam boat, and
had been admitted lo examine the mechanical
apparatus of it,~—and, uwpoa his return home,
bad, amongst many paipable fables, related the
{roe particolars of this exhibition,—what feel-
ing would this relation have probably exciied
in his audience T The fact itself was a strange
one, and different in appearance from any thing
with which they were acquainted : It wasalso
associaled with other stories that seemed to
bave falshood stamped on the very face of
fther. What meana, then, bad the hearers of
distinguizhing the true from the false ? Some
of the rabble might probably give a stupid and
wondering kind of credit to the whole ; whilst
the jedicious but unscientific hearers would re-
ject the whole. Now, supposing that the rela-
tion had come to the ears of Archimedes, and



