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PREFACE.

OME of the views given in the following
treatise were contained in the © Association
 Bermon,’ preached to the ministers and other
members of the Dorset County Association at
Bridport, on May 3rd, 1859, They were re-
poated, with sdditions, in a sermom delivercd
to the Lincolnshire Congrogational Union, at
Bpalding, on the 28th of Aprl, 1864. And the
preacher, having recently been asked publicly
and privately to print his discourse, and the
prescribed ninth year having now arrived,

'.Ho'numqua prematar in annum,’ {Hor.)

he has yielded to the kind request and the too
favourable judgment of his friends, snd has
prosented his ideas in this little volume, in &
more permenent form, and supported and illua-
trated by extracts from some of the principal
authors who have written upon the subject. To
the thoughtful reader # will be a collatersl
advantage to be thus reminded of the chief
writers, not many in number, who have treated
this great theme.
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Of those quoted, the most valuable contributor
to the branch of the subject we are writing of
18 Archdeacon Hare, in hiz work, “The Mission
‘of the Comforter.’ In the voluminons notes
given in the second edition of that work, pub-
lished in 1850 (the first edition appesred in
1846), o great amount of testimony is gathered
togethier from various gources; and especially he
has given the exegesis by differcnt writers of
some of the principal Seripturc passages on the
subject. Bishop Heber's Bampton Lecture for
1815, on °“The Personality and Office of the
‘ Christian Comforter,” iz chiefly controversial;
it was produced in haste, and cannot be regarded
a3 an important contribotion. Dr. Owen’s work,
¢ Myvevpatokdypa : or, a Discourse concerning the
¢ Boly Spirit ;* 1674, is like all his other works
vast and diffuse; but it has little upon the de-
partment of the quostion we have sclected. Tha
laticr statement also applies to the treatizes of
the two eminent fathers who wrote ‘De Spiritn
¢ Bancto’ in the fourth centmry, the Latin Am-
brese and the Greek Basil the Grest. They
give almost the whole of their space to the
proof of the place of the Holy Spirit in the
Trinity a8 equal with the Father and the Son.
We wish it to be distinetly understood, that
we are not touching the great question of the
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nature of the Holy Spirit in the Trinity, nor that
of the precise mature of His operation in the
mind of man, upon both of which so much has
been written. We have been glad to quote the
sermons of the boly, learned, and loving Rev.
John Howe, M.A., delivered in 1678, on ¢ The
‘Ontpouring of the Holy Spirit,” in which he has
sometimes crossed the line of our argument.
Other English works upon the parts of the sub-
ject we hawe not included are the following (—
the complete, concise, and learned sermons of the
Rav. John Hurrion; thoy were delivered in Pin-
ner's Hall, London, in the yesrs 1729-81, and are
entitled ‘The SBeripture Doctrine of the Divinity,
‘ate., of the Holy SBpirit." Dr. John Guyse, the
expositor, has brought together in a compendious
form what the Beripture teaches of the various
beneficial resulia of the operations of the Holy
Spirit, in his work “The Holy Spirit, a Divine
‘Person; the doctrine of His Godhead, as evident
fand important: in several practical sermons on
*1 Cor. xii. 11,’—published about 1730. Amongst
raecent works npon the subject are Dr. Daniel
Dewar's *“The Holy Spirit, His personality,
“ate.,” 1847; ‘On the Work of the Bpirit * the
Congrogational Lecture for 1849, by W. H.
Stowell, D.I).; and a small work on ‘The
‘Witness of the Spirit,’ 1867, by the Rev.
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Charles Prest, in which the opinions of a large
number of writers are given upon the particular
point to which the work is devoted.

Dr. Credner, in an article on Biblical Theology
in the first edition of Kittw’s ¢ Cyelopmdia of
¢ Biblical Literature,” 1847, says, ‘ A work com-
¢ prehending the resnlts of the historical investiga-
“tipn of the Bibleis still a desideratum.” Dr.
Kitto adds in a note, “In the English langnege
“ thero are scarcely any works on Biblical Theology
‘as defined in this article, except ome or two
*which haye been translated in America from the
‘German.’ Tt iz to be regretted that there arc
not more works deveted to the stndy and
development of what might be called the sublime
procession of the Divine purpose in the history
of the dispensations. We wish to call attention
to-the omission, and to offer this little work as
an humble contribution to the trestment of the
whole subject. Our object iz not to advance
anything new or doubtful, but to bring out from
ihe Seriptures the specinl character of one dis-
pensation,—our own, that under which we live
and for which we are responsible—the dispen-
sation of the Holy Spirit. When so much has
been ably writfen on the Person and work of
Christ, and we have read ‘Ecce Home® and
‘Boce Deus, and the Rev. Parry Liddon’s



Preface. vii

Bampton Lecture on the Person and Character of
our Lord, we may profitably turn to this next but
not less important subject. The writer commends
to the reader this theme as, altogether apart from
his anccess or otherwise in treating it, a practi-
cal and pressing one, and most worthy of the
thoughtful and devout attention of all.



