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RECOCMMENDATION.

Hundreds of Mormon missionaries are at this time spread
over all the United Btates. Nor are they without succese in
gathering reervita. Not only in Utah, but in parts of Idahe,
Wyoming and Arizona there is a large Mormon population
with preponderant control. At this writing, a polygamous
Mormon is endeavoring to gain admittance to Congress, The
Mormon question is evidently a living question. Pastors of
all denominations are asking how they may meet the argu-
ments which are being pressed upon their parighioners. Many
laymen are perplexed over the plausible tenets of the Mormon
fnith as presented by ite ubiquitous missionaries. There is,
therefore, an urgent need of a clear presentation of the matter
by one who by experience and ability is fitted for the task.
8uch a man I conceive the author of this volume to be. As
the reader is entitled to know something of the man who has
penned the following pages, I cheerfully commend him as a
gentleman of earnest piety ; and the fact of being a commu-
nicant member of an orthodox church, rather than a “free
lance,” will not lessen the weight of his message.

That Mormonism, in ita conception of God, is essentially
pantheistic, will be a revelation to many ; and the conirasts
drawn between the Mormon and the hietorical Church gives
the reader the best and most helpful point of view. In brief,
the book is deserving of its title, “ Mormonism Refuted,” and
it gives me much pleasure to commend it.

May God make the publication useful in the promulgation
of the truth.

December 5th, 1899,

EpwaARD NELANDER.
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INTRODUCTION.

While it may remain an open question s to whethser Mormonism has in
it enough of Christianity to entitle it to the name of a heresy, it is a faot
thet the Mormons have smcceeded in introducing their Church to the
Ohristian world a8 a Christian institution. They have succeeded in draw-
ing out from the more cultarsd nations tens of thousands of soals in virtue
of the olalm that the God of the Christiana hea revealed himself to the
founder of their Church. That thare must have besn a misstatement of
doetrine, or, at least, & withholding of doctrine, in order to sccomplish
(this, is evident from this fact itself. This being true, the conscionsness of
the great historical Chureh of Christ is not justified in sitting silently by
while the propagands of Mormoniem, under glaring banners of righteous-
ness, is making ita headway and inroads upon the Ohurch. Fully aware
that many able things have heen written in the pest in the defense of the
Christian Church against this heresiarchy, the suthor of this little volume
appraciates that the few thoughts berein contained will in no casential way
make stronger the able defenss already published. Yet he feels as though
& word, a testimony, added in Christisn buodlity, would possibly do some
good, reach some soul who has not decided itself, and hence in some way
amphasize what has slready been much abler and better stated by the
lsarned writers in the Christinn Charch. '

To systematically deal with Mormonism; to expose ita errors by & com-
‘parative philosophical exposition, would require s volame of several hun-
dred pages. Not only doea the anthor feel his inability to do the subject
justice ; buta work of that kind would not anawer his sim. Hig sim is to
in & small volome place in the posssssion of the public at large anch facta
ka8 he has gathered from comparison, cbservation, and experience; facte
which, to his mind, make the doctrines of Mormonism untenablis to the
Ohvristian.

The anthor's only excuse for this work le hia love for troth,—truth as it
iz in Jeaus. Netwithstanding the fact that the accusstions Mormonism hag
brought sgainst the historical Church of Christ are radically false, exper-
ismes has proved that enrmest, truth-seeking men and women who probably
had not snficently scquainted themeselves with Chrigtian doetrine and
hiatory, have acceptad thees aceusations ag trae, and embraced Mormonism
under the impression that this pantheistic structure was the only and true
Chureh of Christ, To thede sarnsst, bot miaguided, aoals who in the sim-
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plicity of faith offer their energy on the altar of Mormonism, thinking
therehy to serve {fiod, my heart goes out in sincore Christian sympathy and
love, wishing that they, by the light of the Holy Spirit and the grace of
God, may eome out from the bondage of that meterialiem and enjoy the
saving graoe, serving the God of the Christians. The fact that the Mormon
propagands heas lifted men and women from poor conditions and circnm-
In the old world, and, go to speak, given them little homes of their own in
this grest land of ours, is by no mesns any proof of Mormoniem heing
the true Charch of Christ. Material suceess is no evidenoe of mpiritusl
truth. I keeply approciate the fores, the foresight, the will-power, and
sagaeity of Brigham Young in leading the Mormon people to a material
succass, Auch as wo witness to-day. Neither can I help but admire the
endurance, petience, obedisoes, and unity of the people who sstiled the
valleya of Utah, and by hard toil and privation made thess valleys blossom
a# the rose. The Mormon peopls may be a prosperous people ; they may
have had grost leaders : they may have become politicslly strong. Thees
fucts I shall not dispute; I shall not deal with them. Thess conditions
only prove that Brigham Young was a leader and a snccessfal business
men, and that is all. No one would elaim that these conditions prove him
to be s prophet, seer and ravelstor, not even the Mormons theomselves, )

It in the spiritual, the Christian, condition of Mormonism into which I
shall enqnire. The ostensible purpose snd mission of the Church of
Chriat i, and ever has been, to desl with soml conditions, and leave the
material conditions to the providepes of him who says : ** Seek ye firat his
kingdom and his righteousness ; and all thess thinge shall be added unto
you." (Matt. 6:33.) Henoce, I shall endeavor to show that the part of
the doctrines of Mormonism in which it differs from the historical Church,
is radically foreign to the entire association of Christian ideas, —foreign
to all teaching of the Christian Church through all times and in every
locality. ‘This work is in hombleness intended also to be a warning to tha
many sarnest sonls who kave not yet been deceived by thia well-planned
deception, bot who may yet in the future be approached by its emissaries ;
& warning and a reminder that BE is not in the desert. (Matt. 24 : 96) ; but
that God is everywhare :

Apnin assuring the readsr that the writing of thess pages has been prompted
only by the love of truth, and that no bitterness bas in any way been in-
tended, and sincerely hoping thet this work may be accepted es sn humbls
offering on the aliar of the faith that saves, it is sent forth in the name of
the blessed Redeamer, to whom be glory forever and ever.

THE AUTHOR.



The Fundamental Doctrines of Mormonism are
Pantheistic in their Nature.

To arrive at a true conclusion regarding the fundamental
doctrines of Mormoniem, it is essential not only to be acquainted
with its teachings, bat also to follow thess teachings through
their higtorical development and observe their consummation,
Taking Morrigism, Cainanism and Daviesism as the conclud-
ing crown and flower of the philosophy of Mormonism—these
being the latest, perhaps the last, developments, and hence the
logical and concluding results of its originel thought—we may
expect even in these to find some clue to the fundra.msntal
thonghts in that great scheme which first in these have reached
their perfect development. Hence we find in thess, proclama-
tions of thoughts and doctrines which in Mormonism proper
were at best only intimated, yet being contained in the original
ides. We must either not treat of Mormoniem at all, or else
we must make the very appearance of Joseph Smith and his
claim to prophetship fundamentally responsible for all the doc-
trinal points which have developed not only out of the main
bedy of the Mormon Church, but also out of all its branches,
all of which profess to believe in the divine mission of Joseph
Bmith.

The Mormon Conception of God.

The primary and fundamental conception muet be the con-
eeption of God. Upon this rests the whole structure ; hence
it is the firet to be considered. Mormonism claims that God
has emerged from the common world-material or substance,
and-has becomé a God by development, (Key to Theology, page
16t),.or by a union of eternal particles. It blushes 10t when
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it proclaims that God has a wife who is the mother of the souls
of men. Ina hymn embodied in the Mormon hymn book, and
written by Eliza K. 8now, a woman of high etanding in the
Mormon Church, I find the following :

“In the heavens are parents single ?
No; the thought makee reason atara!
Troth is resson ; truth eternal
Talls me, I've & mother thers,”

Tf this is a Christian conception of God, then the doctrine of
‘the primacy of the Scriptures has no significance. Verily, God
has become like unto man, with the posaibilities remaining
that he may change with the varying conditions; in fact, is
ever changing, governed by the laws which brought him forth.

Here is the declaration of Orson Pratt, an authority of the
first rank in Mormon doectrine. In his work entitled * The
Kingdom of God,” Part I, pages 4 and 5, he says :

“Tha Godhead consists of the Fathber, the Som, and the Holy Spirit.
The Pather is a material belng. The substance of which he is composed ia
wholly material. * = * This is equally applicsble to the person of the
Bon. * * * The Holy Bpirit being one part of the Gondhead, ia also s
material substance, of the srme neture and properties in meny respects as
the spirits of the Father and Son. This is called God in the Soriptures, sa
wall a8 the Father and Son. (od the Father and God the Son cannot be
overywhere pressnt ; indead, they cannot be in two places at the same jn-
stant ; but God the Holy Bpirit is omnipresent—it extends through all
spnce, ‘intermingling with all other matter ; yet o one stom of the Holy
Spirit tan be in two places at the ssme instant, which in all cases is an
abrolute imposaibility. ¥ must exist in inexhsustible quantitiss, which i
the only poasible way for any substancs to be omnipresent,”

In his “ Great First Cause,” Section 17, Orson Pratt says:

# AIl the organizations of worlds, of minerals, of vegetables, of enimals,
of man, of angels, of spirits, and of the spiritual personeges of the Father,
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, must, if organized at all, have been the
result of the self-pombinations and unjons of the pre-existent, intelligent,



