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PREFACE

We are in the midst of a remaissance in the study
of the Old Testament seriptures. The evidence of
thiz fact is to be found in the large number of vol-
umes that are now appearmg from the press, deal-
ing with many phases of Jewish literature. This
awakening is largely the result of recent efforts to
relate the cthieal, legislative and social teachings of
Isrnel to the problems and conditivns of the pres-
ent day. The content of the praphetic literature is
rich in suggestivensss and soecial tcaching for an age
like our own. ‘I'he realization of this foct makes it
desirable to search out and evaluate this sociul con-
tent. This point of wview has given a new sig-
nificance to the work of the Jewish prophet, and
stimulated a new intersst in his message to the world.

This volume is the ontgrowth of studies begun
in the University of Chieago several years ago, pnd
since made use of In 4 series of lectures delivered to
collegre students and mstruetors. The approach o
the stndy of prophetic literature from the social
point of view has aroused a genuine interest, but the
fact that I could find no hook that exactly met the
requirements made the instruction somewhat diffieult.
It happens that a volume or two has recently ap-
peared which partially supplies this need,

It will be obvions to the Bible student that the
study has its limitations. No attempt has been
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made to present a comprehensive analysis of the
prophetic books. There are many familiar passages
and many important religious views that lie outside
the province of this study. The Messianic and re-
ligious elements have either been kept in the back-
ground or ignored all together. Not that the au-
thor thinks these unimportant, or less important,
but because they have repestedly been the subject
of discussion by Rible scholars, and at the present
time there are many volumes in English that treat
them scholarly and adequately.

The plan of study assumes the necessity of an
understanding of the political and social situation
as a basis for an adequate appreciation of the social
teachings of the prophets. As a rule ne attenpt
has been wade to sepavate the political from the so-
cial in the background of the prophet’s meszage.
This would appear to be desiruble, but under condi-
tions of Jewish life it would seem to he hardly
necessary or possible, However, it would be im-
possible to understand the meaning of the social
program of a Jewish prophet withont taking into
account the conditions that produced it. It is be-
lieved, also, that every man is influenced in his think-
ing and public activities by heredity and environ-
ment. This makes it highly desirable to know as
much as possible about the life of each of the
prophets.  An attempt has been made to reconstroct
the historieal background, and to present all the
salient facts that appear in the life of each prophet.
With these facts before us, it is much easier to get
the proper social perspective for an understanding
of the prophet’s real meaning,
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This study alse frankly assumes that the social
message of the Jewish prophet was intended for his
own times. Each had in mind a real and present
gitnation., This fact limits the application of the
prophet’s social message in two ways. In the first
place, the socinl program of the prophets does not
include the social problems that have grown out of
new conditions that did not exist in their time. In
the second place, there were, in the days of the
prophets, acute social problems to which they di-
rected their attention and which have either found
solution, or changing conditions have made wnim-
portant. On the other hand, theve were incipient
socinl situations, like slovery, which were later to
grow into serious problems that baffled the reform-
ers of many penerations, but which reccived seanty
attention at the hands of the prophets.

It is hardly necessary to say that the anthor does
not claim preat originality for the views expressed
in this book. The footnotes and list of readings at
the end of cach chapter will reveal the faet that
many volumes have been referred to in the prepars-
tion of the book. IMowever, the diversity of opin-
ions of Hible scholars and the fragmentary nature
of the social material has made it necessary to
choose between conflicting views, and to collect the
social data largely by independent effort. An at-
tempt has been made to preémpt the prophetic litera-
ture of its social content, and let it convey its own
message. The author hopes that in the task he has
not made omissions of important data.

The book is offered as a guide to individual stu-
dents and Bible classes who may be interested in the
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social approach to prophetic literature. With this
purpose in view, a few topies for reports and investi-
gations and a carefully selected list of books are
added at the end of each chapter. These may serve
the purpose of erther intensifying or broadenmg the
scope of study.

Finally, I wish to express my appreciation to Dr.
C. P. Fountain, Professor of FEnglish, and Mr.
Charles K., Friley, Hegistrar, both of the Agricul-
tural and Mechanical College of Texas, for assist-
ance in reading the proof and preparing the index.
It 15 a pleasore to acknowledge the assistance ren-
dered by these gentlemen.

W. B. B.

College Station, Texas.



