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In whatever part of the world the author has
foind himself, Birds have furnished an endless
source of amusement to him.

It was #herefore with great pleasure that he
heard that the subject of their preservation was
to be brought before Parliament, and he read
with interest the Report of the Evidence given
before the Belect Committee appointed in 1873,
to enquire info the advisability of extending the
protection of a close season to certain wild
birds. _

But no one can read this evidence without
noticing how little the subject of the preserva-



viii PREFACE,

tion of birds is understood, nor, we should
think, without wondering whether some of the
naturalists, who appear as witnesses, are not
wolves in sheep’s clothing, who, far from really
wishing to see all beautiful and useful birds
protected by law and incressing in numbers,
care little if they are nearly exterminated, pro-
vided they can carry out certain theories of
their own,

The Report of the proceedings of this Com-
mittee is printed in a folio volume, and in every
case in this httle book, where thesauthor has
quoted the opinion of any of the witnesses, he
has cited the very words used in the printed
Report.

While we know that the rent which our
estates return, and the pleasure of living on
them to many people, depend on the numbers
of certain birds, and the productiveness of our
farms and gardens on the presence of others,
the inhabitants even of civilised countries, with
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few exceptions, have, up to the present time,
killed their birds, or allowed them to be killed
in their breeding season ; just as the Indian and
Kaffir boys who are idling about the villages in
Asia and Africa kill all they can, on every day
in the year; and it seems to be only now dawn-
ing upon some of us that this is not much more
rational than to allow our cattle and sheep to
be treated in the same manner,

The author’s own opinions are formed from
pursuing and collecting birds over a great part
of India, and for some years in South Africa.
He has resided of late years in the wildest
part of the Highlands of Scotland ; and having
had the sole right of shoeting over more than
100 aquare miles of country, he has, with the
greatest atisfaction, watched the increase in re-
turn for the protection bestowed upon them, of
all the birds whose presence upon our property
adds most to its value,

If this little book should induce a single
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reader, who now neglects his birds, to extend
to them this protection which they so much re-
quire, the author will be well repaid for the
trouble of writing it.

Trx Juxior Usiree Sprvice Crus,
Lospon : June 1675,
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