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PREFACH.

The most of the condensed statements contained
in this beok are the author’s own, and they are
genernlly made with the ardor, relish, and accent,
of deep convietion, The writer has believed, and
therafore apoken. Some of the things stated with
'atmng emphasia will be desmed hard and even re-
pelling; but if the writer belioves them, if he finds
them required by the Bible and the analogy of the
Christian  system, shall he not utter them? A
preacher should ssk no pardon for spenking the
truth as he himself perveeives 1t. Least of all need
he be connted an enemy to any who cannot accept
what he ministers. A people want their preacher
to be honest and vutspoken in all docirine, even
thongh they eannot as yetfoliow him in every par-
ticular. The reader will here find brevities upon the
greatest variety of important topies; yet he will see
that a prominence is given {o the old evangelical
doetrines, the old ideas of rin and salvation, which
however are ever new and ever germinant with the
believing mind. Re-statements of some of these
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old matters the author feels to be both necessary
and timely; and he does nol doubt thatin the brief
form here taleen they will arrest attention and lodge
i the mind as they wonld not otherwise do. He
hopes, in the somewhst unusual manner of the
proesent volume, to contribute something towards
planting strong Bible prineiplesin the community,
towards nourishing and establishing sincers minds
in the sreat troth of Christ, and townsrds withstand-
ing certain of the busy errors of the day. Af the
same tme, may he not poesibly excite some to -
more thoughtfulness in general, to o deeper semso
of duty, and to more loving search into the mines
of truth? If such objects are promoted by the
present effort, if in this way the writer may serve,
not only others, but aleg the peopls among whom
he has so long and enjoyably labored, if thus he
may do a little for the Master apart from whom he
can have no interest, he hos indeed both his desire
and his plentiful reward. =
San Francizen, Deeember 11, 1T
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PART 1.
IN. BIBLE READING.

Taar trurH iz opened to us which we
are disposed to obey.

OrreEy what is only o seed in the early
part of the Bible, we find to be a grown
tree in the sequel.

Wres Hagar's bottle of water iz spent,
(Hod's fountain comes to view. Gen, 21:
185,19,

(Fop will honor those who honor him,
The midwives Shiprah and Puah, in Ex,
1: 15-21, are an example.

Ox Sivar God gpoke in one tongue; dt
Pentecost in many.

Gop said that he himself would be
Abraham's exeeeding great reward.

Tne creatvese of Moses is suggested in
the way he met the Pharanoh who was os-
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tecmed o pod. See Stanley's * Jewish His-
tory,” vol, I. pp. 100-103,

Mary was at the sepulchre with fear
and great jo,

Tuere 12 not in Seripture, says one, a
more perfect and beautiful type of Christ
than Joseph.

[x miue interpretation of a text consult
the context, and rveeall its original oecea-
sion.

D Govnmrey says there can be no se-
curity for sound deetrinal inference, or
right practieal application, exespt the sit-
uation, sentiments, and associations, of
the parties originally addressed, be fivst
nnderstood.

Tre su¥ rose on Bodom just before its
destruetion.

SawukL was a type of Christ, as prophet,
priest, and king.  In teaeing out the sub-
ject, begin with 1 Sam. 7:15.

Pror. Jowert, of Oxtord, says: He who,
in the present state of knowledge, will con-
fine himself to the plain meaning of words,
anil the study of their context, may know
more of the original spirit and intention



