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BOOK 1
THE TIMES






THE TIMES.

For one thousand vears the walls of Constanti-
nople were the sole guarantee of the safety of Euro-
pean civilization. When Constantine drew his spear-
point along the Golden Horn and thence across to
the Propontis, he was fixing the cross upon St
Paul’s and placing the Bible in American homes.
Two miles from the gate of ancient Byzantinm s
courtiers remnded him that he had already ex-
ceeded all reasonable limits. lHis familiar reply is
characteristic, though traditional: "I shall go on
until the Invisible Guide who marches before me is
ready to stop.” In justice to Constantine let us ad-
mit that he is not authority for these grandiose
words. Yet he claims to have laid the foundation of
the city in obedience to the commands of Cod, and
a vision or two at such an important juncture would
not have been entirely out of his line. There was,
however, in his choice of a site for the new city, the
inspiration of superb statesmanship, the prescience
of a seer. And we can forgive the obstinacy of uni-
versal custom which has ignored the name by which
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