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THE TENOR OF WAGNER'S POEE,

Hﬂcllh‘ feam eovetons dedirs, the wolden tressere in
all its pure beauty opes Tay wd tha bollum of the Rhine
Aronnd it the nimhble falle of tho Whine-dunghers dance
and sing in playful joy — too earsless guardians of the
secursly  slumbering trensure. But =neaking onk of the
depths, a Iosttul Nibeluig of the tribe of the dwarfs Tresi-
ding i Nefelleim, the bomie of foph, the spleinl Ao
fights hiz war theongh the flond,  Thoee, refleetiue the st
rays of the rising sun. the radiant gold sreilics his oeres,
Langhingty the jeeripg nymphs betray to him the aeonrsed
imporianes of e metal, whose possessor shouhl win the
world 1 Lhi eonld resizn loves for where gold rignz fove
must fy, The Wibeimug fargets the charms b the meery
water-fairies for the power-promizing glitter of the goll:
thus Te curses Jepe, which o him is bul et aod vio-
lendly rumbehes the teasure Trome the eosk,  Fieenal righl
fallz over dhe gwltless dephis, — Meanwhile shines ont
an the summit of 2 wountain o e heighe saolisht the
newly built eastle of fthe chiefogod THoter,  1lis mind,
sinee the delights of young love fwled for lLim, was like-
wize benl ou possession and power,  He rherefore maile
a treaty will the daring gients (o ikl him s strong castie
in return for which they regnested what all beings  long
for; sunny, warm love for their cold lwme, in the shape
of the fair Frefa, the goddess of voolh and lbeaniy,  Fu-
soft and Fafmer. the giant-brothers, oow dermnd their ce-
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wurd: but the deeeitful componion of Wotan, the fickle
fire-wod Loge. kiows how fo raize greedy longtngs after
the eursed wold i their hearts by cunningly relating Al-
heriel's adventure,  The gianls now  elaim the gold as
ransom for Prein, — Waotpn and Lege ztep down ko
Alhericl’s misty dang, where the roblier forees the dwarfs,
br thy power of the waete g which he bas forged out
of the s Nhinegalie, to guther lagether a minst enosrmons
treasure for lam. His leather Miowe was obliged 1o pro-
eure him the twracap (sTarolelae), which has the power
of readering invisible or fransfiguring itz wearer,  The pods
artfully e s and by it: mesns cateh the baugldy posses
gur: he (s foreed to give up e treasuce, the darneap.
amdl even the ting. No power 15 teft bim, save the power
of thes eurse, al 1his tulls npon the gods tagethir with the
pogseszion of the fatal ring. - But new e gaats again
demarl their vewand, Waotan, koowing wetl the magic which
dwells in the rivg, trivs to keep it from them avl Freda
alvedy fears she must falb oo their Tod, when the warning
appurivion of Hrde, the prophetess, the soddess of prime-
vl wisdom, risss oac of the geonud and. helding over
Wolan the curse which elesves to the g oud the eter-
wal emd i1 i predestiued ooce 1o brivg upon {he gods,
imduce: Dim—hbut vew oo late—ro give it up e the
Ziunts, Al e zann Do recegnises the fmflh of her
threat s foe, in hastily packing np the tressure, the wiants
guarrel over the ring and Paloer kills Pasolt, faking all
the riches wlone with aim, whick be is hencefarth to gnard
i the shape of a lragon, f=ldndwarme,) Ipeeply affected,
Wotan awd the gods mrew eeir gréps  fowart= the eastley,
awd as he reosses the eainbow-brigde @ new  ercative
thought arises o bis mwind, a thogeht boen o the divine
meeessily of the wods nel of & mere crendive deziee:  Walkall
shadl be the mone of Wis heavinly building, — These are
the contents of e prelde: sBhinegolds, —

b order T BT the vist bails of Wallidl with valiaot
|.'|s.'|.:i|['-iu||e~j wlha sbah] lelp the gode, iU af any time de-
strnetion shaail Alreaten them thioogh the power  of Al-
berieh, who is ghways urking abont, seclivg for o chanes
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of regaining bis ring. Wotnn begets e Walldren ™). his
kuightly danghters, wmongst whon  Hedwafiide, with Mo
herself, ot of what avait are all lerses, whe mercly
work ant his oown will, nuless beoenn find the anfy o,
whe, Bimself free Prom e enrse, way sive the gods by
regatning the fatal eing?  To his cod s loonan swowan
bears B the teins Stegmomd and Siegfinde, OF fliose ye
the girl was carrisd off and warricd iy Hewdfige, The hay,
Erowing up auepgst enemivs and Dardships,  becarme o
bardy, sationt wan, Sl owho Bar Woran bimse!f cunsed
all his teanbles, who bigcelt fhra<t the sacved swonl do
the tree in Honding's honse, which wely Sicgmond 7= able
to draw out sgain® Yer even Blegmrnd is o net the opod-tor
free. hers, he is likewise wwler tae Lan of the curse
Whilsh fiving fromn Hundieg, e aeeideatally enlers  lus
honze and fhere finds  bis zsistor oz woll a8 the swoepd,
Thoe Willsaneen twins, the elhiliven of Waoten, inoeniler o
gave their race from destruction. ol Ahewselos b oa
steonger bie an thol ol Lrother aud sister. Lue Pricea,
Watan's wite, the et ress of narriage, sannod scifer s
vatrage awd forees her hoshand e witbodeaw s help Srom
the gnilty bero: e, Wetan, now dezpairingty wishes S
atfe pnde himseld. and with o mwoest lerribde firde conzes
erates e Nibelung-lhero Hlagen,  the sonowhom Allecich
begot without love of the eorenpt wife of the HWline-king
Libded, as the annibilating Lewr of she worltd, Bridombilde,
enpseionz of the necessidy under which the gods sulter, 33 to
foretell tu Stegoumad his death. Dot when sle zees g ivingg
bitore Huwhug with the poor despairing woman he loves
sicodearly, ler moble heard iz deeply togehed,  The fighe
with Hunding commeness, Brimnhilde proteets the Wiilsung,
Lt mpon the saered spesr of tie offvnded wod,  which le
siretelies between the combatants, Siegmanl™s gaeral swornd
breaks into splinters aml be fabtz heneath Houding's Blews.
= The Walkitre snrrenders herself to Waoran for ponish-
ment, having  fisst lielped Sleglinds to ezcape by giviag

“p Wl (Val) meuns the totality of warriora kil in bty
Licren moans to chooa, Walklzen are the maidens who choose the
herowa mo-t b for the last eombae, P fiaberier) — Note of the transl,



Ber Tier ot mabre Granwe nenl the pleces of Blegmunnd’s swornd.
The el is toreed toocondewin his dearest elald o glnmber
on o orock, HL o mew sbadl fwd ber by the way,  wake
awd win ber,  The wmaiden fngderes o one faveur fram
Ter atbended Gadher s #0 surpennnd bee during her slombers
with oowile eirele of Wi e, dn order thal oo oo
shall wake ler, but o feaefesg ero, whiow slie liopes sl

Capurts will Le: Niegfroed. — Thees are the contents of

the = Walkilres

From heweeforeh the pod Wotin roves gz o Handerer
pheronth the world,  content inaetively o owatek the tandy
aceoinplizhment of Bis olevizes,  Inoau eaglern woeld, where
Father as demgron <35 i his den, Seotried, who was bronght
forilt there by thie dvne Seglinde, grows ap,, The Nihe-
Tnng Miwe being bis el gaardinn. whe wants to bring
pi nyp ol oerain ldm to S Palwer ond win the ring
for hine DBt siewtrisal oodes the ugly dwarly o the fres
wonis T eilnentes Bimsel, Searcely does e learn il
e sered eword, whese splinters Miee is upabte to forge
fogether righoy belengs too him. than e dees the work
Diimraedd and witly this new sworl sXNothuags lwe purposes
toshy the dpsgeens Mime hrews 4 polzomed  potion with
whivh he indends o k3 the vamqoisher, when he shall
bigve dlene fhe deald, — Siegtried does jadead thio valiand
ot umeut=cions of what spoils e had gained by it Bt
a ditde of the dragon™s Wowd tonches his lips and by thal
b Tearus o0 pnder=taml e Tangmgme of the birds,  Thes
counedt him foo kil the traachecons Mine amd to take the
ritgr awd the toeneap, Wow be is the e owner of the
tressnee ;o but T the ey son of the womls, does not
care Btz slitlecing wold. The mysterions awe of e
Pomely wound tills bim wilh longing after the hitherlo sorely
gzl Jove ard inoexieiting Goy e fellows his b[i’d-guidc
te Dritoklilde’s  peci Here oner more Waotan  inter-
Jses bedweon Wiz cramdedild and  vietory; for the lero
must win whaot the ced wishes B to win throagh strife
ad troulle, and by lds own tnight, His swonl breaks the
spsiar of fhe el wpoee wihiel it formerly wis splinfered,
Hhe wakes the wabden,  He rdwnphs over the st re-
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sistitee—she easts away Ler loly fear of the husbaud
e whom shie shall belong weid Love colebrates Lis  most

glorious vietory. — Thus ewls the second Ay of the festi-
val-play: aslegfried «,
But the end, the spbvaiion of the pecursed world, is got

vit aoeomplished, for Alberich and Tos snie Hago, whom
Wotan deztived as leir of dhe warlill aee 030 Bving and
working, the pobl B2 still anreztored Aa o che Blaoe sl
the ring ds slill in Siegfried’s  possession. The deazn of
the atiitterdiimmernnge®) 95 sHil S follew, — The hero
starts in pnrsnit of pew deeds of valour, leavinge Nrien-
hilde the ming as ou when of remcewbranee,  How shuall she,
pow Beeome podevotiel foving wile,  give nis beloved wifd
baek o Al Bhine bie greder 100 =ate The worlkd  and the
gods?  Noo ozhie too falls wader the enrse oo the smistalen
Joy and prids of ber love - Siegtriel comes to the sourt
of Gibieh:  there awoits Gdm Adbericlcs s agen, e
Lalf=fpother of king Gfwmbber, ol Ahrows the el of his
Wibelangish art aronnd him,  Toclr gister Gatdron oflers
him s magie potion whicl wmaker lie forger all thal be-
fore was dear amd soered Ao b owml awakens eartiny e
sires for Gutrines ihis new vision of  hwmao groes ad
Benuiv, e demands hor for iz owite and n rerarn eflers
to win Britnuhilde for Guother,  He azannes Guuther s =i
b mieans of the tarmeap, strupeles wil Becnobilde and
snatelios the mng Trom bher — Bu despaining grisf ol haviug
been decelved, Drimnbitle openly asceizes him of treachery.
Mol Gumther eonlil have overcoane her. for he has aon
the rimg. bnt Hiegfricd, who was Ger hosbaed, Tha: Lan-
ther sec:  himsel? detectel  awd in the oéanwhile  mist
suspect Sieglried of havipge sighesl iz enpuonl kEaour.
Briimohilde, Guniber @l Homen swear iz death, e
st be slain in e ehinse, — Shortls Detors Dis ewd hie

*) sGatterdimmerungs in the language of ancient Liermin
mythology means the daen of dvemsdoy, on which the goda perish
in the combat againgt the evil powers, and old earlh i cwallo-
wed np by water and burnt by fire [Muspilliy, The new world,
in which love and light are to reign, arises oub of the waves. —
Note of the travsl



