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“ Write romances! Why, this poor old convict, Jorgen
srgenson, who has been resting in his nameless grave
theee twenty years, has fived one beside which the ¢ story
of Cambuoscan hold,” the adventares of Gil Blas, or the
doings of that prince of scoundrels, My Barry Lyndon
himaelf, dwindle into insignificance,  All the raven-haired,
hot-headed, supple-wristed soldiers of fortune that ewver
dited, drank, duelled, kiseed, and escaladed their way
through three volumes ootavo, never had smoh an expe-
nenge, Think over his story, from his birth in Denmark
to his death in Van Diemen's Land, sand imagine from
what be Aizs told us how much more he has been compelled
to leave unrelatad.”

MARCUS CLAREE,
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INTRODUCTION,

Awoxasr the mass of commonplace offenders against
her laws whom England banished to Botany Bay
and Van Diemen's Land duriag the first half of the
nineteenth century, were not & few remarkable
characters of a superior type and with singular
records ; and the most comsplenous member of this |
class, the * usurping despot of a little reign,” the
only monareh who has left T.ondon for the Antipodes .
in & convict-ship, was the extraordinary sdventurer
whose chequered career is described in detail in the
following pages. The name of Jorgen Jorgenson
(Jrgensen is the strictly correct spelling) is not
wholly unfamiliar to the reading public, for he has

his little niche in all the hiographical dictionaries ; ®

% a0 Cates” Didipmary of Hendral Bhography, page 670;
Haydn, Uriverssl Indsw af Biography, pege 280; Maegnder,
Biographical Treaswey, page 520, Ripley and Dana, dmerican
Cyclopadin, vol o, page 685, Chawbers Smcyclopadis, vol, 5
’ 1
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but these standard anthorities abruptly dismise im’
on his tramsportation to' " VYan Diemen’s Lamnd,
“ where,” they all agree in saying, “he is supposed
tc have died shortly afterwards”® But this
gratuitous supposition is entirely erroneous. Jor-
genson lived mnother active and adventurous career
extending over twenty years at the Antipodea—
he pushed himself to the frout at both ends of
the earth —-and wrote his autobiography inm the
Van Diemen's Loand Annmuol for 1835 and 1838
This unique rtecord of a2 etrange, a kaleidoscopic, 8
melo-drampatie life in real setion I have thought

page 730; and Charles Enight's Bagliseh Cyalopeadia, vol. 3, pags
652. - Tor artictas on Jorgeneon in pariodical litersturs copsmk
Howsokold Words, vol. 14, Edinbuegh Boview, vol, 28;  Hilechic
Mogaring, vol. 572 Colburn's Magarine, vol. 126, and Gentloman's
Magaeine, vol. 07, Inaidontal refarenpes to Jorgepnson end his
carest will be found in Bir W, J. Hocker's # Tour in Ioeland; *
Bir &. MacEouziow * Travels in Ieoland,” the Rev, B, Baring-
Gould's ** Teolendic Socoes Bad Sarns™ Wast and Fenton’s hietoris
of Tosmania; Boowicks © Last of the Thomiwnions,” Mupoms
Olarke's **History of Australin,” and David Uiair's ° Higtory of
Australasia.”

* Allthe biographieal dictionaries and the eyelopedian erroneously
atate that Jorpenson wae trensported to New Bouth Wales., P
inatanee, Awight's Fngld Cyolopedic says :—*Our impressim
is that he died oot loog sfter bis arrival in New South Wales, tmt
a pearch for a mention of the fust bas proved upsocressful.”  Th
saurch wus mads v the wrong ewlony, It should have bee
inslitated i Van Diemen's Land.



