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INTRODUCTION

THE® 8TUDY OF FICTION

Frorion may be desoribed al the present time as just
suceeeding in living down a prejodice. It is now looked
upon 43 & worldly and frivelous thing. But the time
has been when it would bave been accounted by many
to be sinful. Most of us are old enough to recollent the
time when a sehoolboy would have his stock of story-
books oonfiscated by his teacher, whila a schoolgirl
might find hersolf sont to bed for the cffence of being
caught with a novel. Now our graver moralists go no
farther than an affectionate warning : they will not con-
demn fiction, they will not judge others; but if their
young friend wishes Lo make the best wse of his time he
will leave novel-reading to the idle, and restriet himself
to Literatore founded on fact. I am afraid that if |
were called upon for an affectionate warning, it would
run the othor way. It is good to make our reading
catholie; butif my young friend be siraitened in leisure
and opportmiity, I would counsel him to leave to more
fortunata persons the literature that Iimita iteslf by fact,
and make the best of his lime by going straight to the
world's preat fiction,
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philosophy in a fictitions sstting, — imaginary dialogues
in which the characters, plet, and movement are as care-
fully elaborated as in an epic or drama. Higher au-
thority yet may be guoted. Of the world's greatesi
Teacher, the one point of literary form which most
impressed his contemporaries was his preference for
fiction. “Withont a persble spake he not unto
them,”

Whenae, then, has arisen the strong prejudice of our
fathers against novels, and the fainter echo of it by our
graver moralists of to-day ; whila those who read fetion
half apologize for what they put forward only sz a re-
laxation or venial indulgence?

There i3 s certain tell-tale phrase that wsually comes
up in discussions of the subject, — fietion is contemptible
becansa it is all * made up.”” Has not real life, we are
asked, difficulties enough and serrowa of its own, with-
out our noeding to waste our tears on manufactured
misery, or give preclous time to persons and incidents
which wa know all the time naver cxisted, but have
been “made up” by & writer all out of his own
head?

Fiction is objectionable, then, because it is “ made up.”
Now, thoso who object most strongly are profound ad-
mirers of physical science. But are not the experiments
of the man of science all “made up™? and does not
their whole value consist in the fact that they are ar-
tificial substitutes of the investigator or expositor for






