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PREFACE

T SEEMS to v a beneficent arrangement of Nature that all
great harbours are provided with small islands.  These
serve highly important purposes as breakwaters or stations for
variouns official uses, and especially for Army and Navy pur-
poses as ship vards and bases for defensive works and military
supplies.

Thus the harbour of Rio de Janeiro has Lage with its Torts-—
Cobras, Santa Darbara and others; Naples, itz Ischia amd
Capri; San Francisco bas Angel lsland amd Aleatraz; 56
Petersburg, Dasil and Petropsla Fslands ; Montreal, St Ilelen’s
and He Ronde; Manila has Corregidor, our Eastern Gihraltar;
and Panama in the South, Naos, Perico and Flamenen, New
York Harbour 13 well provided with these friendly anls to good
MNational housckeeping, which, heginning with the lizhthouse
islands in the Bower bay, aml including the mighty Richmond
wilh ils guarantine altendants, sweep in graceiul lines through
the curving Liast Kiver to where it debouches into the open
Sound.  Aumong these semiries which stanid ou guard wherever
an open door invites attack is one, the [aivest of twen all, the
“Smiling Garden of the Sovercigns of the Provinee,” as the old
Colonial Governors used to call ity which in s long career has
done more smiling than frowning, the subject of this History,
Governor's Island.

“Pagganck” in [ndian days, *Nutten” in Colonial Dotch and
“Governor's” in Engitsh and American accupalion—Dby every
name it has been fair and sweet, and it deserves as well of the
future as it has served well the past,
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PEEFACE

May the day never come when it shall lose its beauty and its
dignity and sink to the level of mere commercialism, swarming
with restless crowds on outing bent or disfiguring the noble ap-
proach to our Metropolitan city by ranks of cheerless chimneys
and a dismal waste of warehouses!

Governor's Island has stood in four centunies for that which
is best in our Matioual life. It has represented aulhority and
defense. The Dutch and English before us regarded it as a
source of influence and power.  1ts nearness to the Metropolis
gives it convenience ; its isolarion besgows dignity and security.
In addition eo its value and importance in iime of peace for the
preservalion of civic interssiz and in war for defense as a
centre of administration, a depot for supplies and a receiving
and trainimg station, a value may be mentioned which as a
principle ranks above the definile purposes already men-
tioned.  Ilistorical contitiuity and veneration for persons and
places of dignity are not yalued as they should be by the
American of today. It 15 needless to say how important
these considerations are lor Lhe higher development ol our
National life.  The writer docs not know of any one place
in Anterica where opporiunittes [nf developing these charac-
teristics of a high National life cluster as they do at Governor's
Lstand.

Here, [or two hundred and seveniy-five years, since Von
Wwiller and the Indians signed their Roman-llutch agreement,
aathority has held the keys; here, for one hundred and fifty-
six years, since the "Royal Americans” mounted guand in
1750, the tramp of sentries has never ceased ; here, since 1783,
our fag has weleomed and dismissed the sun each day at
reveillé and recreat; here, gallant officers and fair ladies have
tived and served and by their shople devotion to God and
country have taught to others thal great silent lesson of patri-
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PREFACE

otism which is the alphabet of the Army; here, have been re-
ceived with dignified respect the representatives of the Powers
of every land, who have returned to their homes with a better
opinion of America because in seeing our greatest Port they
have seen also Governor's Island with all it represents. Truly,
this Tsland has served well the State. As a picture of our
Past, as a living reality in our Present, for the development of
our Future, it must be preserved and endowed with greater
power and activity.

The thought is not mere sentiment.  1{ is practical palriotism,
Chur people need the object lesson which this military Station
in New York can Furnish, Washington has its Capitol, 3 pic-
ture in stane and iron for the Nation,  New York has ils civie
and mercantile buildings to inspire municipal pride and to
encourage {nancial enterprize. Governor's Island is the one
point in our vast City on which to centre a common patriotism,
We have pride and enterprize sirongly developed.  Qur pat-
riolism which mounts to the sky in fime of war lags aadly be-
Iow in peace when il is most necded.  Tf this book has any
suggestion in its story of Governor's Island, it is of the im-
portance of preserving inviolate this spol of National and
Municipal interest. which through its long and honoured career
has touched so many points in the history of the American
Army and of the City of New York, and which today is a
reminder to millions, as it watches o'er {he Town, that the
eterntal vigilance of the Army is of fullest value to the State
when every citizen is a patriot.  Semper floreat.

It has been found impossible to give the data in fall of every
orgamzation and individual stationed here. The records avail-
able are incomplete, and 1f they were not so to transeribe themn
in full would encumber these pages with a mass of details and
not carry out the idea of the writer, which is to present a sim-
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ple picture of our Island in four eenturics from a military
point of view, with such touches of social life as can be gathered
from various sources,

The author desires 1o express his thanks to a number of
friends for aid in writing this History, especially to Drigadier-
General George Andrews, The Adjuatant-General of the Army,
and to Colonel Herbert ], Shoum for valuable assistance, and
te Captain Arvthur 19, Halpin for his kindness i preparing the

tllnstrations.

Covertoas Istaxn, Kew York Harbour, rgrs.



AUTHORITIES CONSULTED

{‘The spelling and capltalization in original papers, orders and reports are
retatmed, )

Reference is made in the Fallawing pages Lo the authorities
mentioned, with the acknowledgments of the author:

Manual of the Corporation of the City of New Yok,

Manual of the Common Council of the City of Noew York.

Memorial History of the City of New York by Gen'l James
Grant Wilson,
History ol Trinity Darish jo the City of New York by the
Rev'd Morgun Dix, D.D., Reclor of Trieity Chuorch.
The Story of the Chapel of 5t. Cornelivs the Centurion, Gov-
ernor’s Island, by D, Dix,

Historie New Yaork, Hali Moon Series, by Dlanche W
Lellamy.

Tompkins Miliury Papers, by Danicl D, Tompkins, Governor
of New Yorie 1807-1317.

Journal—Legislalive Council of {he Coleny of Mew York,

Cuolonial History of the Slate of New Yorke  Drodiead.

Medical History of Governor's Island, by Charles Tage, Sur-
geon, ULSAL, F. W, Elbrey, Asst.

Orriginal General and Special Garrison Order Back, 1814-15,

Colden Papers.  lot-Covernor Colden.

Clinton Papers, Covernor Clinton.

Adjutant Geperal's Department Campilation,

Circular No, 8=—Surpeon Genl's Office;

# The profuse use of capital letters in the time of Washington, as ex-
hibited in somme of the Revolutionary Orders quoted in this History, may
be defended un the ground of good veage at the period,  Benjamin
Franklin, s late as 17%, laments the new vse coming then into vogue
of the noo-capitalization of the initial letters of all nouns.
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