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NOTES ON JOSHUA.

———

THIs is the First Histerieal Book of the Bible, and the first
named after a person.

It takes ita title either from its having been written by
Joshna, or from its relating events which occurred under his
leadership of the Teraelites.

There ate two opinions with regend to the sutherhip of the
work i ite present form —

1. Home think that i‘l'i:;imhpﬂﬂﬂ after the death of
Joshua, from ronph pecords e by him of events happenin
under his administration. = &

Those whe adopt this view variously ascribe the compilation
and shaping of the parrative to Elearar, Phinchas, Samue
Tsmiah, Jeremiah, and Eera, Bub thers is clear in
evidence that, if the book was constructed in this manner, it
mnst have been by some one who wad contemporary with the
eventa it relates ; fore—

1.} The writer was one of those who passed over Jordan,—
i e af mmsmpmﬂ,wﬁm all the ke -!-l:'l'f thdm&ﬁ‘a!,
which were on the wide of Jordan west yand alll the kings

of the Canaaniiss, whioh weps by ﬂaun,.ﬁmrd that the Lord

dried tﬁcmt&tﬁ.&r&unﬁmb&mtﬁem
of Jergel, umﬂnmpmdwer, that thevr fearis
meal "I!'Enn.hl:c-. v. 1} -

2, was living when he wrote,—% leth in
fsf‘a-;l even untuthiﬁ" {e. vi. 25).

Thi=s being =0, the only two individuals in the above list
whi could possibly have produced the work are Eleazar and
Phinehas ; for Sammal, earlieet of the last four names,
was not born till 280 after the entrance into Canaan.

2. The majority of authorities astribute the history en-
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irely to Joshua, excepling a few passapes that he could not
possibly have penned, and which have been added by perliaps
one or mors of these befors named.

The chief passapes thus added are—

c. xxiv. 20-31, 33, being the record of the death of Joshua
and of Elcazar, l-mi of &Ee religious state of the Israslites

during the © r£ of the elders that outlived Joshua,"

e xix. 47, relating briefly the emipration of part of Dan,
which ocoarred twenty years afier J ‘s death, and is fully
narrated in Judges.

e xv. 1318, confaining the sceount of Caleb's conguest
of bis inheritance, which he effzcted soon after Joshua's death,
ug parrated in Judges.

The book commenced with the entranee inte Canasn, .G
14451, and ends with the death of Joshua, me. 1428
' Its main topics are :—The Entrance into Canaan, the Con-
quest of the greater of it, the Betting-up of the Taber-
nacle ot Bh.]]nh the Dtivision of the Land amongst the Tribes,
Joshua's final mmga, anid his Theath.

Tha form of government of the [araclites under Joshua was,
—a3 under Maoses,—a Theooracy,

—

CHATPTER L

(God confirms Joshua's commission as Moses'
successor, and points out the extent of the
Land of Promise.—Joshua gives orders to
prepare for passing over Jordan, and re-
minds the two tribes and a half of their
promise to Moses.—All the people acknow-
ledge Joshua's authority.

v. L. The Deathof Moses,"—in related in Dent. xxxiv. 1-8:—

“ And Moses went up from the plaing of Mosh unto the
mountsin of Nebo, fo the top of Fisgah, that is over ageinst
Jericho : and the Lord showed him all the land of Gilead
unto Dan, and all Naphtali, and the land of Ephraim, and
Mapassph, and all the land of Judsh, unto the ukmost sea,
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and the scuth, and the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city
of palm-trees, unto Zoar,

“ And the Lozd eaid unto him, ‘ This is the land which I
gware utnio Abraham, unte Isaac, and unto Jacoh, saying,
I will give it unto thy seed: I have caused thee to see it
with thine eyes, but thou shalt not go over thither.

« % 8o Moses, the gervant of the Lord, died thers, in the land
of Moab, accarding to the word of the Lerd, And he buried
him in g valley in the land of Moab, ever agninst Beth-peor :
but no man knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day."

v, & ¥ The Wildsrness,"—in the south of Palestine, as far
aa the Gulf of Aleaba,

“ Hitretes,"—is used here as a general name for all the tribes
om the west of the Jordan.

“ The Great Sea"—the Mediterranesn ; ealled also the Sec
of the Philistines.

“ Coast "' =territory.

Tha land, as iged o wah to extend ® the
Eﬂ&uamﬁﬁ:&a%?ﬁﬂm‘ iney, and te
deseri (i e, south of Pelestine) wnio the river (1o, Euphrates).
Reference to the map will show the identity of the extent of
eouniry here named with that promized to Joshua,

The promized limits were reached in the extent of the king-
dom nnder Bolomon, but the Israslites never fully possessed
the land, becnuse, instead of driving out or destroying the
native tribes, they allowed them to remain amonpst thewm,
and, finally, entered into alliance and marriage ties with them.
Thus God's promiss was ot fulfilled with regard to theie

ions, beenuse neglected to Tulfl the conditions on
which it had been made.

v. b %1 will not fail thes, mor forsake thee” This is
quoted by Paul in the following eomnection :—* Ba contont
with such thinge &s ye have ; for he hwth ssid, I will never
leave thee, nor for thee™ (Fleb. xiii. 5).

v B, * This Book of the Law”—the Gve Books of Moges,

v, 11, * Prepars you victwele.”—The monna did not crase
till after the people had entered Canaan ; bat, in the haste and
bustle of passing over Jordan, there would not b times for all
to gather it, and ﬂ}e;nwlmi, therefore, to be supplied with
other food.

Parhiapa we may understand by wictuals, everything, s
sary for their entorped

v, 19-15, After the conquest of ihom wndl O, S acde
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toriea, which lay on the east of the Jordan, were given to the
tribes of Heuben and Gad, and half of the tribe of Manasseh,
Reuben and Ged taking Bihon's territory, and Manasseh, Og's.
The cireomstances under which this allokment was made, and
the promiee of the two tribes and & Bbalf to Moses, are found
in Hum. zxxii 1-33 :—

“ Now the children of Redben and the children of Gad had
& very preat multitude of cattle : and when they saw the land
of Jazer, and the land of Gilead, that, behold, tha Was
& place for cattle, the children of Gad and the chi of
Beuben came and spake unto Moses, and o Eleazar the
priest, and unto the princes of the congrepation, rayin

% Ataroth, and D and Jazer, and Nimrah, Hesh-
bon, and Elesleh, and Shebam, and Nebo, and Beon, even
the country which the Lord smote before the eongropmtion of
lsrael, is & land for cattle, and thy servants have cattle:
wherefora, said they, iff we have found grace in thy sight, let
this land be givern unto thy servanta for & pessession, amd
bring us nof over Jordan.
nmmmﬁdsﬁ:&hmhﬁiannfﬂudmﬂhm

i of put brethren go to war, and shail
vo 6it here? And whﬂreffura dimnmge%r-; the heart of the
ehildren of Iarasl from going over into the land which the
Lord bath given them? Thos did fathers, when I sent
them from Eadﬂelﬁhahmudtuﬂfml, %;mi 5:: when they
went up unto the valley and saw land,
dmm%edthnhmﬁthauhudrmnrmmtm
ghould not go into the lsnd which the Lord had given them,
And the Lord's snger was kindled the same time, and ke
eward, saying, Burely none of the men thot came up out of

from twenty years old and wpwand, shall see fand

which I sware unto Abraham, unto Issae, and unts Jacob ;
begause they have not wholly followed me: save Caleb the
aom of Iu]lit;uunehthu Kenezite, and Joshua the aon of Nun:
for they have wholly followed the Lord. And the Lord's
angar was kindled againet Ieracl, awd he made them wander
inﬂmwiluiemmﬁurty;emnnﬁjﬂ] the generation, that haid
dong avil in the sight of the Lord, wes consumed.  And, be-
bold, ye are risen nup in your fathers’ stead, an increase of
ginfol men, to augment yet the ficrce of the Lond toward
Tarael. For if ye turn awsy from after him, he will yet again
leave them in the wilderngss; and ye shall destroy all this

people.
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“And they came near unto him, and said, We will build
hers for our cattle, and cities for our Little ones:
but we owrselves will go ready armed before the children of
Lzraal, until we bave brought them unto their placs : and our
little ones shall dwell in the fenced cities becanse of the in-
habitants of the land. We will not return unto cur houses,
until the children of Tsrael have inherited every man hig
inheritance. For we will not inkerit with them on yonder
side Jordan, or forward ; because our inheritance is fallen to
us on this side Jordan eastward.

“.ﬂ.milinm said vty them, If ye will do this thing, if ye
mulh&nr&melﬂrdhwnnd all of you
urerJﬂrdanhﬁfnmthﬂlmdiunh]}mhatﬁodnmumt

his enemies from before him, and the land bo subdoed before
the Lord : then afterward ve shall return, and be puiltless
before the Lord, and before Isreel ; snd this land shall be
your possession béfore the Lord, Dok if ye will oot do =,
}dmhllynhnmsinnadl@:mtthelﬂd: and be sore your
in will find you cat. Build your cities for vour little ones,
and folde for your gheep ; do thnt which hath procseded
out of your mouth,

i And the children of Gad and the children of Teuben spake
unto wjﬁal‘h} servants will do as my lond com-
mandeth. ittle omes, our wives, our flocks, snd all cur
cattle, shall be there in the cities of Gilead : b thy servauts
will pass over, cvery man arued for war, before the Lond to
battle, as my lord saith.

“ 8o concerning them Mosts commanded Eleazar the priest,
and Jushua the son of Nun, and the chief fathers of the tribes
of the children of Isreel: and Moses said unto them, If the
children of Gad snd the children of Renben will pass with you
twr Jordan, every men armed fo bettle, before the Lord, and
the land ghall be pubdned before you ; then ye shall give them
the land of Gilead for a possession : bag if they will not paas
aver witd armid, they shall huvs possessions among you in
bhe land of Canann.

“ And the children of Gad =nd the children of Reuben
angwerpd, saying, As the Lord hath said wnto thy servants,
#o will we do. We will pass over armed before the Lord into
the land of Canaan, that the posscasion of our inheritance on
Lhis side Jordan may be ours.

* And Mosszs E::: untc them, even o the children of Gad,
and to the chil of Heuben, and unto half the tribe of
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Manasseh the son of Joseph, the kingdom of Sithen king of the
Amorites, and the of O king of Bashan, the land,
with the cities thereof in the coasts, even the cities of the
gountry round abouk”

v, 16, * They,"—the whole of the people,

CHAPTER IIL

Two Spi'as gent by Joshua to Jericho.—They are
gheltered by Bahab, escape, return, and
make their report to Joshua.

o 1. ¥ Sent"—ghould be, “had sent.” must have been
semt befora the events in chap. 1., for there Joshus tells the
people that they shall eross the Jordan “in thres days,” and
thaﬁmmgnnemthmthmdqx{vﬂ.m 23}

¥ Shittim "= the Meadow of the Acacizs. Tt was an en-
campment, not & town,  There wers groves of acacias opposita
Jericho, nt];. both zides of the Jordas.

¥ Secretly,” i.e., without the knowledgeof the people. 'Whan
the twelve spies were sent cut by Moses from Kadesh, all
the con knew of their departurs, and the evil report
of tan of them was publicly made on their retorn,  Joshng,
remembering the terrible consequences that had then followed,
geems fo have sent these two men eway unknown to any one
but himself, and to have received them privately when they
eame back ; so that if they & disconraging tidings, the

ion would be ignorant of them, have no rtunity

to murmur and rebel, and, wm;gmﬂj, escape t.hfnfe.ufnl ECTi-

tenee mnmumdmt.haprm ing generation, o1 forty years'
wand - and of exclusion ﬁmilllgm Promiecd Imml.Jr

 Jericho "—was chosen as the first point of attack, because

it goarded th paanes Icndmﬁ into the interior.

H;:id' :‘ i"mn.l: 4 id,"—should be, “had fakem™—* fagd
EE" The roofy"—was flat, like that of Eastern houses in

EEN i 5

B.:.&::Ih of flax,”—{literally, Aax of the wood),—undressed



