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THE MONEY OF THII ILIAD AND ODYSSEY.

A Theory by M. Svoronos.

THEORY which gives cause for thought and which
will no doult T one for record in future refercnces
1o supposed commercial moedivms of exchange before
the era of coined money is advanced by the eminent
Greek nomnismatist, M, N, Svoronos. In a recent issue
of La Revwe Belge Numismaligene, M. Svoronos has
written very ably in support of his theory that certain
thity cirfeitlat laacteates, oroamented with mere or less
geometrical patterns: Jeaves, complicated spirals, lalbaomths and outlines of butler-
flies, cuttle-fish, ete, found in the tombs of Mycene by Professor Schiliemann, are
the talents spoken of by Homer, and consequently coined money centuries in
advance of the duric or the incused coins of Acgina.

The illostrations here given are charactoristic patierns of the Greek bracteates
which M. Svorenos belicves ta have heen the aency of the [liad and Odyssey.
Actoal size: two inches to two and three-fourths inches in diameter.

Homer, who flourished in Greece abowl 1,000 R C, is generally accepted as
the most authentic writer we bave of s day, and wost numismatic writers, deal-
ing with early commercial methods, hove referved to him as an authority in
substantiating their statements that coined money was not io use uatil the eighth
or ninth century before the Christian era, As generally referred to or guoled,
Homer makes no mention of a coined money modivm of exchange, and refers to
measures of valne in his day having been in commuoditics other than what we
would call money. “A woman slave was a3 of the value of four oxen, and an ox
as of the value of a three-foot har of copper or bhrass,” In describing purchascs
for the feasts before Troy they are mentioned as having been made with live stock,
metal by measure, ofc,

That the precious metals, particularly gold, were prized from the earliest
times, there is no doubt, and that they were earried ahowt the person and 10 a
great extent in the form of oruaments, is more than a theory, amd which makes
it quite probable that the ornamental bracteates fownd in the ancient tomb may
have performed funetions in commeraial exchange, ot that they are the “talenis”
mentioned by Homer, as claimed, s smalt basis for theory, unless we accept his
use of the word “talent,” in this instance, was only o denote prized value, These
picees were not of a talent i vatue, that is, accepting the mintmum weight and vahie

a talent as it is presented by tlic accepted authorities.
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BEAUTIFUL COIN TYPES BY A CALICO DESIGNER.

Copper Dollars Worth More Than Silver—Gobrecht, Oalico
Artizt, Became Chief Mint Engraver—Beautiful
0. 8. Coin Typee Introduced in 18386,

 Written Spectally for The Numiomadist)
Iy Epcak 1. Apams,

ILVER dallars, of on¢ type at least, are worth more than
thuse struck in copper. That United States copper dollars of
certain design bring higher premiums than the same coins
struck in silver, and that a calico engraver «designed one of
the must beautiful serics of coins that were gver issued at a
Unitedd States Mint are curfous  facts Dromght to notice
by the high prices that were paid for specimens of rthesc coins
ar the sale of Lhe Gachwend coin eollection, held in rgof at
the Collectors’ Club in New York City.

In 1836 Christian Gobrechi. of Philadelplia, an engraver of calieo printers’
rolls, hank notes, &c, was appoimted as ascistant o William Kneass.  The latier
was the secomil man Lo hold the position of engraver al the Government Mint, As
the commage of silver dellars was ag.'n'n agilated aliunet this lime, after a fD:I'IE' Iapse
of years stretching from TRay, the last year of issne of coins of the denomination,
the mint authortics arronged to dssue a munlaer of paltern coins from whichk a
suitable design for the new dollar conld e selected.

The story goes that Mr, Gobrecht, a short thoe afier his appointment, was
directed hy the Dircotor of the Mint ta prepare dies fur silver dellars after his
own original designs, The new engraver, it s sanl, was goite embarrassed tem-
porarily by these instructions, mud told his superior that he never bad ereated a
coin design o bis life; that ho was sinyply sn engraver, and was prepared to exceunie
any desigte that might he presented o hiny, bet that the designing of a coin was
sotnething with which he hal oot the slightest experience. Nevertheless, he under-
took the work, with the result that o nomber of patiern dollars of exguisite
design, of a character never before nor sinee atlempted, and numbering several
varictics of combinations of olverse and reverse, soun made their appearance,
They met the instantaneons favor of those wha took an fterest in the mint issucs,
andd it s doubtivl, indeed, if these comn designs have ever been equaled.

The Brst of the pattern dollars, dated 1836, bore the original representation of
the seatcd figure of Lilwriy, which design afterward became so familiar to the
public, having been used on silver coins of various denominations up to within
comparatively recent years,  Just ntuler the figure of Liberty, and over the dare.
“836," appeared the engraver's name, “C. Golrecht,”

In the field an the reverse was o represcolation of an large eagle in full
flight, scattered all aroond Teing twenty-six stars, Alwut the border was inscribed,
"UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—ONE DOLLAR" The cdge of this coin
was plain.  This picce has sold for $106 in silver, and a specimen in copper bronght
%40 at the Gschwend sale,

When this handsome coin made its appearance it created favorable comment
so far as the design was concerned, but the engraver was criticised by certain
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persans for placing his name upon it in such a conspicuous position. Mr. Gobrecht,
much hurt, removed the nanie altogether from the die, alter cighteen speciinens had
been struck in silver and a few in copper,

The Dircctor of the Mint, however, very well pleased with the engraver's
work, directed that the name e eeplaced upon e die, which Mr. Gobrechl
obeyed with considerable reluctance, bul [his lime put it at the base of the figare of
Liberty, where it can be detected unly by careiul seretioy.

The silver paitern dollar with the pame on tae hase, and with stars aropnd
the cagle on the reverse, is not so rare as the Grst named, a Bne specimen being
worth semething like $15, Lut a dollar wilth thiy idegtical obverse, and the same
flying eugle on the reverse, wilh the stars omilled, is the racest of the Gobrocht
pattern dollars, and a fne specitoen not long apo sold for $370.

In desipring this fying eagle dollar 30r. Colwechl had the advantage of an
active, living model close at hamd At this Gme there was a magnificent speciimen
of American eagle, named Peter, who for six vears made the Dhiladelphin Mine
his headquarters.  This eaple Aew all aroomd the City of Philadelphia, bot it is
said never failed to return hefore the boilting was closed for the night, He was
gencrally known as the "Mint Bird,” apd came 1o an untimely emt through
attempting to perch opon @ Ay-wheel,

In 1838 two specimens of pattern dallars were turned out at the mint, each
showing the seated figure oi Liberty, as designed by Gobrecht, but surrounded at
the border by thirteen stars. The name af “Gobrecht” was omitted altogether.
The reverse showed the flying eagle, but without stars, while the edge was reeded.



