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PREFACE.

The pnblic school eystem of California during the
next few years is deatined to pass through a period
of change and transition. I recopnize, at least io
some extent, the vital importance of this period of
transition, and I recognize further, that some of the
evils in the publi¢ sehool system, which we now see,
will not be remedied during this perlcd, bat must be
_ postponed for final correction to some fotare time.

With some knowledge of the limitatione which the
present environment necessitates, I have, In the
paged which follow, dircussed gome of the evile of
the present echool system and have pointed out the
remedy. Bome of thege remedles are besed on
actnal experience, some are nat; but they are snb-
mitted with the one reguest that the pablie, the
edocator and the leginlator give them due considera-
tion. The discussions ace short, aometimes even to
bluntness, the object being to call the attention of
the reader directly to the evll and to the remedy,
and to avoid bewildering the mind with details.

W. C. DOUB.

Bakersfield, Cal., March 1, 1900,
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CERTIFICATICN OF TEACHERS.

The position of the public schoo! teacher is becom-
ing of more and more importance. There ir an in-
creaging tendency in the United Statea to asslgn to
the teacher dutles that have heretofore been as-
gumed by the parent. The mental, morul and physi-
cal training of the child i heing left to the teacher,
This tendency may or may not be a wise one, but it
exists, and the indications are that it will contlnue
to exist, This being troe, the parent and society at
large are vitally intereated in the character and
ability of the men and women into whose hands has
been placed so large a share of thia responsibility.
A republican state im vitally Interested in the men-
tal, moral and physical training and edacation of ita
young men and women. In the United States this
duiy has been largely assigned to the public sehools.
The efficieney of those schooly depends more on the
teacher than on all other things combined. ®chool
buildings and school apparatus are the necessary
adjuncts, but the teacher is the school. His charae-
ter und his qualifications should be of deeper con-
cern to the parent and to the gtate than the school
house in which the child studies and recites or the
apparatus with which he works, Thore who are re-
sponsible for the laws which govern the issuing of
teachers’ certificater ought thoroughly to under-
stand that they are dealing with one of the most im-



