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BAPTISM

Discovered Plainly & Faithfully,
According to the

Worp of GOD,

WHEREIN

Is set forth the Glorious Fattern of our Blessed
Saviour JESUIS CIIRIST, the Pattern of all
Believers in his Subjection to Baptistn, To-
gether with the Example of Thousands who
were Baptized after they Believed.

By YOHN NORCOTT.

A New Edition.
Corrected and Semewhat Altered

by ?
CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON.
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PREFACE.

CovntEous READER,

‘The first and chief point touching our salva-
tion is faith in the Lozd Jesus Christ.  In our Lord's
commission to his disciples he said, “He fhat b
Frveth and iy baprived shafl Be saved™ (Mark xvi. ¥8),
and everywhere thronghout Haly Scripture be-
lieving on the Lord Jesus Christ Is placed in the
froot rank in reference to eternal salvation. * He
that believeth on Aim it wof condemened : Bud foe that
delieveth not @5 condemned alreody, brovuse fe kath not
believed fn tie mame of the ondy bepotton Son of God ™
(John iii. 18) Faith {5 believing the testimony of
God concerming his Son, and trusting in the Lord
Jesus as he is set forth in the Scriptures. If there
be a failure on this point, the whole business falls
to the ground, for it is written, ' He that befvevethc
sol Hhe Son shall mot see dife; bud Che wrath of God
abideth on Rim " (John it 36). Hence, before you
tead this boock upon Believers' Baptism, 1 would
entreat you to enquire whether you are a behever
in Jesus or not; for, if oot, baptism after the most
Scniptural moode would rather increase your con-
demmation than promote your salvation. Whether
you are baptized as a babe or as an adult, neither
can -avail you anything unless vow todly ‘odbede.



iv Pretuce.

Whether you have been sprinkled or immersed
will be a small matter to you if you be found an
unbeliever at the last, for you will perish for ever.
“ [Without faith it i imipossidle do please God
{Heh. x. 6), even though you practise his own
ordinances,

If you can answer the question concerning your
faith, and declare that you are indeed resting upon
Christ, then it becomes you well to Jearn his will
and to do it at once. By faith you are now a
disciple of Jesus; learn, then, what your Measter
teaches, and, Like a tmue disciple, do what he bids
you cheerlully and carefuily, Lt may possibly hap-
pen that your Lord's will is not according to v
practices in which you have been brought up, and
it is ill for & man to forsake the way of his fathers
without just cause; but, since frue religion is a
personal thing, and you are bound by personal
allegiance v Jesus, you must take care to ex-
amine the Word for yourself ard follow no man
blindly. You are now under the rule of Chrnst,
and not under that of any other person living, so
far as your comscience 15 concerned. ¥ One £5
your Master, even Christ™ (Matt. xxiii, 1e), and he
claims undivided allegiance, Therefore, do not
hesitate, but loyally cbey the will of your divine
Lord, who saith, ® He sthat lopeth fother or mother
more than me is not worthy of me™ (Matt. z, 37).

To many of us the Baptism of Believers is one
of the things most clearly revealed in the Inspired
Word, and we marvel greatly that all our fellow
Christians do oot see it to be so. Itistous as
plaid as the sun in the heavens, and we dare not
shut our eyes to it. [f is ours, however, not to
quarrel with those who cannot see what is so very



Preface. v

evident to us, but to set the truth before them
in love, hoping that the whole church will yet
come to acknowledge ™ Owe Lord, one faith, ome
baptism"” (Eph. iv. §). As for yon, dear reader,
you bave little to do with what others think or
practise. Your business js, in the exercise of
an enlightened judgment, to compare Scriptire
with Scripture, and to gndeavour, by the Holy
Ghost’s guidance, to arrive at a sure result. It
cannot hurt you to Jook into the question by the
light of your Bible, and it may hurt you a great
deal to refuse to investigate, for prejudice is gen-
erally injnrous,

Ome thing I ask of you- endeavour to shake of”
the prejudices of education, and let the Scripture,
and the Scripture alome, be your puide in this
matter. It been said that “the Bible, and
the Bible slone, is the religion of a Protestant.”
Certainly this {5 as it should be ; but we fear it does
not exactly describe 2 matter of fact; for some
FProtestants do many things which the Bible does
not warrant, However this may be, make it true
in your own case, and say concerning every matter
which relates to epiritual things, © o the fow and #o
2he festimony - £ ley spea® riof according fo s word,
i ir Berause there v mp fight im them.” {Tzalah viil.
20.)

Should upon 2o hooest gearch come to the
same conclusion as the author of this little book,
take heed of pride and contention. “d man
recefve nothing, except it be prven Rim from hegven”
{John iii. 27.) therefore receive the truth humbly,
and hold it firmly; but hald it in the spirit of grati-
tude to the Lord who taught it to you. Be £uer-
mined to practise the Master's will, and be equally
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resolute to manifest the Master's spirit. At the
same time, fearlessly and zealously spread the truth
which vou have learned ; for that which you have
heard in the closet you are bound to speak upon
the housetops (Matt. x. 27). Error upon the point
of baptism 1s at the bottom of many of the greatest
delusions of the present day, Count it, therefore,
no trifle to know the truth concerning baptism, but
over e ready fo give o rearon of the fope Mhat i
ai yor widh meekness and fear™ (1 Peter iii, 15)
The little bock which is here presented to you,
almost iz its ancient form, was fixst printed in
Helland more than 200 years ago, by 2 servant of
the Lord who was in cxile for the faith. Im a
few words it contains many arguments, [ have
modernized its language, and somewhat altered it,
to make the author’s sense yet more plain to the
regder; and I have added =z little here and thers
to complete the subject, and now I send it forth
with the earnest prayer that the Spint of truth may
set his seal upan it, by guiding many believers into
the right path in the matter upen which it treats,
Not for the love of controversy, nor with the
view of stirring up angry spirits, but from the love
of Him who said, * Thns & becomelh ws fo fulfi!
" all righteousness,” this little book 18 commended to
your carefil perusal by

Your friend in Christ Jesus,
C. H. SPURGEOXN.
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COURTEQOUS READER,

M HEN thou by reading goest to search
out the mind of God, let thy Cry
; d Do, Lord, anoiut witne eyes with eve
a"w, that T anay sze; and if it hath been the
day of God's Power with thy soul, I fear not
but thou wilt bid Truth welcome, in whatever
dress it comes; and think more upon what is
comprized in the Le#fer, than be affrighted at
the poor -Clothing of the Messerper; espe-
cially, knowing that it comes from one whose
name is “The great God" Thercfore in
handling this Truth, wis Believers' Baptism,
* as it was practised by Christ and the Primitive
Churches, my great Request to thee, is, That
thou wilt read what is said without prejudice.




