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The copies of this pamphlet whieh are furnished to
city, town and ofther officers are for their official use,
and should be carefully preserved by them ond trans-
mitted {o thedr snccessors in office so long as the laws
confained in the pamphlet remain in forece.
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LAWS
RELATING TO ELECTIONS.

Apts of 1807, Chapter 560.

A¥ ACT TO CODIFY THE LAWE RELATIVE 0 CATUCTSES AND
ELECTLOXNS.

He it enacted, efe., as followa:
PART 1.
GENEEAL IROVISIONS.

Heeroxw 1. Terms nsed in this chapler and in sial-
uvtes velative to cleetions shall be constened s follows, un-
less olher meaning is clearly apparent from language or
context, or mnless such eonstruction 1s ineonsistent with
the manifest intent of the lesislaiure:

* Assessors ' shall mean the assessors of taxes of o city
or town,

¥ Canenz " shall apply to any public meeting of the
voters of a precinet, ward, or town, held wnder the provi-
gions of this chapter for {he nomination of o candidate
for election, for the election of a politienl committee or of
delegates to a political convention.

“Cavens oflicers ™ shall apply to chairmen, wardens,
secretaries, clerks and inspectors, and, when on duty, 1o
wdditional officers appointed or elected, ar elected to £l a
vacancy, and taking part in the eondnet of eanenzes or
primaries,

* City election ™ shall apply to any eleetion held in a
city for the choice of a city officer by the voters whether
for a full term or for the filling of a vacaney.

Certain terma
defined.
o111 55 L,
134

15602, hde, § 3.
1503, 454, § 1.
B, 441,

1907, 425,85 1,

I, L1151

It % 11,86 1,
134,

1UE, A5E.
1904, 41, § G

I L.11,§ 1.
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Certain terma
diefined,

1007, 420, § 1.

K. L1161

is
e

R, L. 11, § 1,
gk, 454.

GENERAL PROVISIONS,

“ ity offieer ™ shall apply to any person to be chosen
by the voters at a eity election,

“ Convention ™ shall apply only 1o a mecting of dele-
gates duly chosen in eaucuses, representing two or moro
subdivisions of the distriet for which the eomvention is
Lield.

# Eleetion ™ shall apply to the taking of a vote npon a
propoged arnendment to the constitntion ; upon the question
of pranting licenses for the sale of intoxicating liquors;
and upon any other guestion by law submitied to the
voters.

¥ Eloction officer ™ ehall apply to wardens, elevks, inspee
tors and ballot elerks, and to their deputies when on duty,
and also to selecimen, town clerks, moderntors and tellers
when taking part in the conduet of eleetions.

“ Eleetive offiee ™ shall apply to any office fo be filled
by the volers at any siale, eily or town election.

* Municipal party 7 shall apply fo & party other than
a politieal party which at the preceding ety or own elee-
tion polled for mavor or a selectman at least three per
eent of the entire vote cast in the eity or town for that office
or, in a eity, which files with the city elerk, or in Boston
with the election commissioners, at least sixty days hefore
the annual munieipal eleetion, a petition to be allowed to
place eanens nominations on the official ballot, which peti-
tion is sigued in persou by a number of registered voters
of the city equal to at lenst three per cent of the entive
vote polled in the eity for mayor al the preeeding elec-
tion, and so far as mwounicipal elections in a eity arve con-
cerned, such a party shall also be deemed a politieal party
within the meaning of this chapter; but the terim “ munie-
ipal party ' shall be used enly with reference to eaucuses
for the nomination of eity or town officers.

* Oftiein® ballot * ghall mean a ballot prepared for any
election, eanens or primary by public authority and at
public cxpense,

# Politicnl eommittee ™ shall apply only to a committee
elected in pursnanee of this chapter,

¥ Political eonvention ™ shall apply only to a conven-
tion ealled and held in pursuanee of this chapter.

* Politieal party ™ shall apply to a party which at the
preceding annnal state elestion polled for povernor at least
three per pemt of the entire vote east in the commonwealth
for that office.



GENERAL PROVISIONS,

¥ Polling place ™ shall apply to a room or place pro-
vided by a city or town for an election, eancus, or primary,

“ Presiding offieer ™ shall apply to the warden or chair-
man at a cauens, or primary, to the warden, chnirman of
the selectmen, moderator, moderator pro tempore or town
elerk in ehavge of a polling pleee at an eleetion, or to a
justice of the peace acling as moderator at a town meet-
ing: or, in the shsence of uny such olliver, to the deputy
warden or the elork or genior inspector or senior seleetinan
present who shall have charge of a polling place.

* Primary 7 shall apply to a canens of politieal partics
held nnder the provisiems of sections one hundred and
forty-four to one hundred and sixty of this chapter.

“ Registrars” chall moan the board of repistrars of
voters of a vity or fown or the hourd of cleetion commis-
siomors of the city of Boston, when applicable,

“ State election ™ shall apply 1o any eleetion held for
the choiee of u national, state, district or county officer by
the votcrs, whether for a full terin or for the filling of a
vacaney.

* Btate officer 7 shall apply to any person to be chosen
at a state election.

*“Town eleetion ” ghall apply to any meeting held for
the election of lown offieers by tho voters, whether for a
full term or for the filling of a vacaney.

“ Town elections or meetings at which offivial bullots
ara used ™ shall be construed 1o mean town clectionz or
weetings in towna o which section threo hundred and
ninety-two applies

“ Town otheer
at a town meeting.

“ Two leading political parties  shall apply to the po-
litleal partics which east the highest and next highest
number of votes for governor at the preceding annmal state
election.

“ Voter 7 shall mean n registered male voter.

Seortox 2. In all elections of civil officers by the
people, the person receiving the highest number of votes
for an office shall he deemed and declared to be elecied to
such office; and if two or more persons are to be elocted
to the same office, the several persons, to the numnber to
be chosen fo such office, roceiving the highest munber of
votes, shall be deemed and declared to be eleeted ; but per-
#ons receiving the same number of votes shall not be desmed

shall apply {o any perzon to be chosen
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Certain {erms
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B L1151
100, 454

R, Lol § 1.
19, d4a, § 3.
1900 45l

1003, 454,

I .15, 81,

lpsulis of
election, howr
determined,
HoLo11 4 2.



