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PREFACE,

Or all possessions in a country Land is the most desirable
It is the most fized. It yields its returns in the form of rang
with the least amount of labour or forcthought to the owner,
But, in addition to all these advantages, the possession of it
confers sach power, that the balance of power in a state rests
with the class that has the balance of Land.

"The lawsz of most of the states of Europe since the days of
tha Northern invasions have been made by the landowners,
They bave been enabled to preseribe to the mass of the peo-
Pple on what conditions they shall live an the land, or whether
indecd they shall live there at all, )

The term  Settlement,” of such great import in the history
of Treland in the Seventeenth century, means nothing clse than
the settlemant of the balanee of land according to the will of
the strongest; for force, not reason, s the source of law. And
by the term Cromwellian Settlement is to be understood the
history of the dealings of the Commonwealth of England with
the lands and habitations of the people of Treland after their
conquest of the country in the year 1652. As their object was
rather to extinguish a nation than to suppress a religion, they
seized the lands of the Irish, and transferred them (and with
them all the power of the state) to an overwhelming flood of
new English settlers, filled with the intensest national and re-
ligious hatred of the Irish.

Two other settlements followed, which may be callad the
Restoration Settlement and the Revolution Settlement. The
one was a connter-revolution, by which some of the Boyalist
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English of Ireland and a few of the native Irish were restored
to their estates under the Acts of Settlement and Explanation.®
The other (or Revolution Settlerent) followed the victory of
Wikhiam TIT, at the battle of the Boyne. By it the lands
lately restored to the Royualist English and & fow native Irish
wary menin seized by the Parliament of England and distributed
atmong the conguering nation, At the Court for the Sale of
Toststes lorfeited on sccount of the war of 1690, the lands could
be purchased only by Englishmen. No Irishman could pur-
chase more thar the site for a cabing for fo the condition of
cottagers it was intended that the rolies of the nation should
be redused.t

The Penal Laws, which lasted nearly in fall foree till the
breaking out of the first American War, were nothing bat the
complement of the Forfeited Estates Act. Their main pur-
poze was, on the one hand, to prevent the Irish from ever en-
lnrging their landed intercst beyond the low staie Lo which
it had been reduced after the sales by the Forfeiled Estates
Conrt—for which reason they were forbid to purchase land ;
and, on the oiher band, to contrive by all political ways, and
particularly by denyiug them the power to make settlements
of their property by deed or will, and by making their lands
divisible equally among their soma st their death, to cramble
and break in picccs the remmant that had escapad confiscation,

# Znch wes the national hatred of the Royalints of England to the Irish
{who fooght, and losk country and every thing for the King), that even in
their gomman exils abroad they rejofced at Cromweil’s proceodings in
elripping tho Irish of their landa :—

“ W are at a dead calm [writes Bir Edward Hyde, afterwards Ferl of
Clarendon, from Purls, in 1854] for all manner of intelligence.  Cromwaell,
no donbl, is vary bosy. Nathaniel Fiennes ia mada Chaneellor of Irabund
and they doubt not (o plant thet kingdom withevd opposition.  And troly,
if we un get it again, we shull fod difionlties removed whigh & virtuous
prines and mere quiet imes could never huve sompasaed.”  Sir Edward
Hyde to Mr. Batins, Paris, 20th May, 1884.—Clorendon's ' State Traeis,'”
vol, fii,, p. 244, Folio. Clurendon Press, Oxford.

+ They eoold be purchased by Protestants (i 2, English) only, Ise
Anne, st. 1, ¢, 84, sec. 3, Engliash Statots. Two seres was the utmost an
Irishiann eonld take a lense of.—Ib., s2a. 10,
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and thereby to deprive them of all power and considerstion in
the state® It will thus be seen that thess three Settlemonts
are only parts of one whole, and that the Cromwellian Sottle-
ment is the foandation of the present setilement of Ireland.

The term Settlement being understood in this sense, the
present sketeh is conversant dircetly with the measures faken
by the Parliament of England in dealing with the land. The
history of the Irish Rebeliion of 1641, the personal character
of Cromwell and the chief actors, the acconnt of the war from
16848 to 1658, are no further touched upon than has been
thought necessary o the main purpose of this sketch, Dt it
will be seen from the Totroduction, and in treating the details
of the Cromwellian Seitlement, how large a share of the his-
tory of Ireland s involved in the Land guestion.

From the days of the first invasion, the King and Conneil of
England intended to make English landed proprietors in Ire-
land the mlers of Treland, az William the Congueror kad made
the French of Normandy landlords and rulars of the Enslish,
"Though the Governmeant of England were interrupted in this
course by the wars of Fdward L for the subjection of the
Beoteh, by the wars of Edward ITI. and his snccessors for the
crown of France, and finally by the civil wars of England,
called the “ Warsof the Roses,” the design was never aban-
doned. And when Henry VIIL, disencumbered of any foreizn
war or domestic treason, bad time to destroy the house of Kil-
dare, he projected the clearing of Trelsnd Lo the Bhannon, and
calonizing it with English. Tut the new conguest of Ireland
onfy really began in the veigns of his three childeen, Edward

#4 hu to the intention of the Aet,® it is plein the legisiature had o
donbla view; Hrst, to disable Pupiss Meetn enlarging their linded intensg,
g &s thoy should soon omebler away in their hands: the seeond view
was 1o encourage them o beemne eonverts” by throwing some temporal
invitntion in Lheir woy.®  Ficars opeinsd Caeesl, in the Excheguer, 10th
Fabrnury, 1783, * Bevern] Specisl Caros on the Laws ngainet the farther
Erowtlh of Popery in Irelund. By Gorges Edward Howerd, Esg.® 8o
Dublin, 17735, p. 87.

*hih Amow, & % Ao o X710
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V1., Queen Mary, and Queen Elizabeth, when the conguest of
the lands of the Irish for the purpose of mew colonizing or
planting them with English was resumed, after an interval of
more than three hundred years. During this interval the
English Pale, or that part of Ireland subject to the regalar
jurisdietion of the King of England and his laws, had been
gradually contracting—partly by the English of Ireland throw-
ing off the feudal system, and partly by reconquests effected
by the Irish, until in the reign of Henry V1. the P'ale was nearly
Jimited by the live of the Liffey and the Boyne. Beyond the
Pale the English and the Irish dwelt intermixed. And in all
the plans for restoring the regalar adwinistration of the King's
laws in Ireland, previous to the reign of Edward VI, it was
always proposed that the Enplish of Ireland should he broght
back to their ancient military discipline, and should conquer
from the Irish the lands in their possession, in order that they
might be given to English under grants on feadal conditions
by the King.

But the English of Ireland clearly foresaw that the effect
of the complete conquest of the Irish would be to give the Gov-
crnment of Ireland to the English of England, Their armed
retainers, called Gullowglasses and Kerne, wouald be pet down,
as there would no longer remain the protence of defending the
land from the King’s Irish enemies. With the regular admin-
istration of English laws would come back wardships, marriages,
reliefs, escheats, and forfeitures, which they were ouly too hap-
py to have thrown off in the days of Edward T1.; and the final
vesnult would be to bring over new colonists from England, who
would be rivals to supplant them in the favour of the Govers-
ment, and io all the offices of the State. The English of Ire-
land, consaquently, were sceretly indisposed to effect ibe recon-
guest, and il was not until they were subdued that the second
conquest began,

The first blow to the English of Trisk birth was the limiting
the power of Parliament. In the reign of Henry V1L, Sir Ed-
ward Poynings foreed from the Irish Parlisment a statuie



