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THE

NEWSPAPER PRESS,

IN PART OF THE LAET (ENTURY,

AND UP TO THE PRESENT PERIOD OF 1860.

THE RECOLLECTIONS OF

JAMES AMPHLETT,

© WHO HAB BEEN STTLED
THYE FATHER OF TEE PRERH,
EXTYFHDI®EG OFER A FELIOD -
OF BIXTY YEARS IN CONNEXION WITH NEWBPAPERS,

LONDON AND THE COUNTRY.

" Using heels instead of hoad
I have geen what thon hast resd.”

LONDON:
WHITTAKER & Co., AVE MARIA LANE,

AND
W, WARDLE, SHREWSBURY.
1860,
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W2z DEDICATION.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.

S,

Ir is not from any particular or genersl conourrence in
your views and epinions that induces e to dedicate this emall volume
to you, but from the higher comsideration, that the undisputed as-
eemdancy of the Trves heas made it the National Jowrnal, and a paper
necessary to be read by every statesman on the continent whe is desirons
of knowing and appreciating the relative and varing intercet of this
Country in the European compeet. This may be said without any
disparagement to other daily pepers, which have a fare proportion of
public support, and morit sufficiont fe eustain it.

Py a daring and liberal expendituro, you have retained the
available talent of public writers in the differemt departments of your
Journal, st home and abroad, and sre of more service to the govern-
mentin being independent of it either as an official or semi-official organ.

You shrink not from the free discussion of all public measures,
and the conduct of all publie men; I exercise the right of my own
privato judgment, and differ no farther with others, than may tend to
digelosa the respoctive independence of mens minds.

I take the broad maxim, that what s man beliaves to be right,
is right to him.

I have the honor to be, respected Bir,
Your's faithfully,
JAMES AMPHLETT.

Bevery CorTice,
BrrewasrRy, FRERUARY, 1860,



The following Notices of the dewlh of the Author of this Work
are extracted from the Shrewsbury Newspapers.

DEATH OF THE “FATHER OF THE ENGLIGH FRESS.*

We have this day to record the desth of one of the cldest and most respected
members of * The Fourth Estate” in England—Mr, James Amphlett, who
departed this lifs, yesfardsy, at hiz residence, Hevarn-sottage, in this town,
full of years and journaligtic honoyrs.

The death of Mr. Amphlett haa broken one of the few remaining links which
bind, as it wers, the past and preeent age of journaliam together. Writing his
firat * leader"'—and leaders ware ecarce things in sountry newspapers ab that
time—npwards of sirty yoars ago, in & Staffordshire newspaper, the mind can
searcely prasp the idea that it Wi only sofns nine yewrs sinco his lest compo-
sition of the kind was imserted in our contemporary the Jowsal, of which
paper bs waa for soveral years editor.  Having a nice perception of the smeni-
tiea of journuliems, he was open-hearted snd pomerous as & politicsl opponent,
end while he upheld his party he never andangered personal friendshipe. Bince
hin retiremnent from the active duties of editorial lifs he hes eonbiboted moch
0 TArioUs LeWIpEpers, our own Emong the number: and whilst the decadmee
of his onoe-magealing powers was vizible in hig epmapositions, there were the
mnmistakeable signg of thai sirength of intellect which unrelenting Time had
in procesa of years been graduslly deadening. In early days Mr, Amphlett wae
a powerful, vigoroua, and sarcastic writer, bis apt illestrstions, witty peints,
and sxtensive reading sombining to give force fo the preductions of his pen.
His last offart waa the compilation of & volume of % Becollections,” but he did
not live to see tham published (althongh nearly ready.)

Mr. Amphlatt was well kndwn to dnd intismte with sevaral of tha leading
politicians and theatrial celebrities of the earlier part of the pressmt century,
and many wers the curious anecfotes of their sayings and doings he stored in
hia retentive memory. During his long lifs he was connected with various
newspaper either as propristor or editor, and his comprehengive knowledge of
foreign politics caused his writings 1o be greatly noticed.
extensively conrted, and “many & time and oft” has he set the table in & roar
bfhﬂﬂmﬂﬂnfﬁtﬂrh!maymm Heﬁnduputaﬂﬁmamm;mh
a green old age, having attained some fifteen yoars beyond the proverbial
% thres seore and ten ;™ and while we, as brother journalists, say, * Peace to
his ashes,” we may bo permitted to add our personal tribute of sincere esteem
aod regard for him sa & frismd. —Saracsbury (hrondels, July 2044, 1860,

THE LATE JAMES AMPHLETT, BEg.
Our cbituary of this week containa the desth of this highly-esteamed gentle-
man, who has for gome years past occoupied & womewhat prominest postion in
this town a3 ooe of it literary celebrities. He was for a grest number of
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yeas oonnected with the newspaper press, for so many years indeed that he
wes considered its oldest member, and has been styled, perhape not inappro-
priataly, the  Pather of the Englich Press.* He commenced his liteary
labours, some sixty years ago, &= the editor of the Staffrdabire Adeertisr.
Bince that time he had been almost uninterruptedly connected with the broad-
sheet. From 1845 to 1853 ho was the oditor of this Jownal, after which time
his sctive mind foond eongenial cocapation in soatributing to many fret-class
journals and periodicals, with which his compositions found ready acceptance,
from the talent with which they were writen.  As » social sompanion he had
few oquala, his retemtive memory, and his asquaintancs with long bygone
rogdy opportanity of keeping alive the intérest of & company, either by his
eterling intalligence or by his piguant sallies of wit and humour, for whinsh he
wag remarkable, His latest production, and one which it was the last and
deareqt wish of hig heart to see published, & wish destined mot to be realised,
was & volume of ©* Reoollactions of the Newspaper Preas,” which is now nesrly
ready for poblication. Mr. Amphlstt has passed from ‘among us ot the ripe
old age of 85, with faculties almost unimpaired to the last, respectsd and
regrotted by o Iange cirele of fricnds and soqoaintances.—Shrembury Jowrnal,
Fuly 25¢3, 1860,



PREFACE,

Tun Anthor of the yresent volune of Miscellanies, must spologise for & namber
of verbal and Literal errors which will appear in the work, from his not being sbls to read
the proofs, nor with the dull cax of sighty-four follow a reader with sceurncy.

Tt is mow about ton yoars since I was told by several porsonsl frisnds—a fact
pretty well kmown to myself—that I had passed half a eentory in comnexion with the
Weowspaper Prese; aad that T ought therefors to publish » small volume of political sud
poetical seraps, descriptive of cheracters and events worth noticing. I observed that with
the sdvantage of my being in posssssion of files and doguments T might do something in
getiing such & work out, but that I had not preserved a single scrap of prose or verse
dnring the provigus fifty years.

An implied bargain was then mades ;—1I took the records and recollections of the
phat, and a few Iadics and gentleamen took the scissors and old aswspapers and paste, and
puila foud.

T offir 1o excuss for the frecdom of my political strictures; T had defended
through all times, and ngainst all comers, the integrity of the constitution in Chureh and
Btate, subject to such improvements and reforma es were called for, and justified by the
inareased knowledge and intelligence of the people.
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