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INTRODUCTION,

By Erv. RosgrT Murray, DD,
{ Editor of Preshyfarian Wi, )

Dr. Rand was a man of rara genius zod bigh attainments, It
wonld ba 3 wrong to him, o the country, and te the Church of
Christ to allow his nama to pass inbs oblivien. I am gratefol to Mr.
Clark for his highly creditable efort b do some fostice to the
charvacter and work of & traly good, devoted, brilliant and schelarly
Chrigtian mat,

Ay own acquaintauce with Silas Tertius Rond extended over a
peripd of more than thirty years. He attracted my attention and
admiratign when I ceme to thie city long ago, an saper stndent of
books and men, Rand was then in hie early prime, tall, ersct,
lithe; never well-dreesed; always noteble. His Features were regun-
lar; his forehead waa lofty; his eyes wete steel-grey and keen, and
his look wery kindly. He bad abundance of dark wgvy hair.
While speaking, his gestures were petfectly natural and gracefal.
He had ¢ melodlons voice, clear, essily modulated {o any key, and
epsily resching anmy asdience. Flia sentences were rylhmic, and
roge pnd Eell on the delighied ear with Eting cadence, He was s
born orater, though uwiterly uncenscious of the fact. Indeed his
unconseionsuess wik one of the chartns of his praving, his preaching
and his gpealking. Hiz mind was fall of hiz subject and in complete
sympathy with his andisnca, whom he vznslly held spell-hound.

I pever thonght of Dv. Rand as growing old, though the last
fime he spent half an hodr with me his locks were thin and grey,
hie eyes were dim, his forehesd deeply forrowed, and his speech
less clear than of old, hecauge the " prinders were few,” and be hed
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reached or pasead beyond his fonrscore vears. He was wont to tell
of his work among the Indians and for them, and it was my plezaant
duty to repeat the gtory a8 heat I could to my reader.

He was a poet; and he war wont to honor me with the perneal
of his poems, Latin as well sz Englieh, bafore they wers in type;
and T liked them well, and like them stil. ¥His Latin translstions
show marvsllous aptitudes and resonrce. Some are worthy of the
poet-saints of the Middle Ages who breathed thelr fears, thelr Ealth,
and their gnrrows into lyTics that cantot die.

His life-work was bo musier the Micmac language, to find his
way to the bearts of the poor children of the fovest, and to tell them
the story of the Goapel in its simplicity. He made the langoage hig
own; he pathered the traditiona of the Tndians end lesrned their
waye; and in many instaness fonnd hig way to their hearts. He
not only translated porticne of tha Mew TFestpment and Pgalme into
Micmac, but prepared a complete rocabolary of the langnage. This
waork and biz Bible (ranslatlons are {n print, aod may yet be fonmd
nseful

Asg tg his suecess 33 p missicnary among the Indians, it iz oot
for me to gpeak. This T may gay: Dr. Rznd was wont to o amang
the Indians from camp to camp, tetling them the story of redeeming
love and pointing them to the "Lamhb of God.* He had won the
confidence of many. He had acceze to their minds and hesrts, sad
he was fully convinsed that not 2 few had become sioeere Christians.
He did not sk them o sever their conunection with the Chorch of
Rome; he asked them simply to follow Christ, One brilliant convert
he had—s very able man, Ben Chelstmas. But atrong drink roined
this poor Indian so £far as thig life was concerped, Ihelisve he died
a humble penitant.

The Micmac Mission is now seemingly forgotten. It was never
well orgenized, never adequately supported. Can it be tevived?
Where is Dr. Eand’s successor 1 Shonld the Lord call any of our
" young earnest and devoted Baptist brethren to this work the new
missionary cught {o have at his beck the whole infinence, the spirimal
and muterfal repoarces, of the denominston. The work could now
be condocted muoch more adventagecusly than when Dr. Rand
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grappled with it. I am sure the Chrigtian commupity would hail
with pleasure a revival of the Indian wigwam snterprise.

1 may add that Dr. Rand waa one of the few men I have known
who seamed to be on tarme of reverential intimacy with the Ilessed
Lord and Master of oz all. When praying be koew and felt that
the Lopd was listeming. To bim thers wes reality in all acts of
worghip, and he helped others to reslize the presence of God,
There wa no hard, high, dead wall between hita snd the Father,
Son and Hely Spirit. As be advatced {n years be dropped the cen-
soriovenes: in which he sometithea indulped in earBier years. A
man like Dr. Fand is a2 gift from (fod, for whick any comthunilty
coght 1o be grateful: and the remembrance of him ought to ba
lovingly cherished.

ROBERT MITRREAY.

Halifax, How. 1, 1899,
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