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O the loving little band
of nephews and nieces
and their myriad comrades
—mnear and far away-—who
are just setting out in search
of that alluring Wonderland
to whichh a child’s primer
forms the magic portal, this
series of readers is most
affectionately inscribed by
their lifelong friend,

THE AUTHOR.

September,
1502,
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FOREWORD.

Duar Friends: —In all the wide nuniverse of besuty, there ia nothing
#0 transcendently beautiful as the joyous, natural’ awakﬂﬁing and devel-
opment of child pature. Tt is our happy privilege so to interpret life
to the little child that he muy sssimilate from it only what is good and
pure and true; curs to put him in hermony with his every-day environ-
ment; to help Lim understand and love nature; to teach him to appre-
clate and respond to what is troest and best in mwsic, iv pictures, in
books aod in people,

To accomplish these ends easily and without loss of nervous energy,
the c¢hild muost be kopt supplied with happy interesta for head, hand, and
hoart, pursuing none of thgse, however; to that dangerous fatigue peliph |
which is the sure outcome of the forcing procesz and as sn fatal to all
healthy growth. Realizing the full significance of these fas, the writer,
in preparing this little volume, hos leen content to welk hand in hand
with the child, sharing his simplest pleasures, keeping, for the most part,
in dear, familiar pathways, stopping often by the wayside to pluck a well-
known flower or to listen to the song of some familiar bird. The child
bas slternately led apd beeo led. The uncertaio little feet have been
guided to higher levels by steps both ensy and plessant. 'There has been
1o undue straining efter guick resolls and there bas been wo loss of that
fullness of joy which belongs to the child by divipe right. The primer
goes into your hands as a labor of love and with the hope that it may be
helpful to you and to the little ones in your charge.

Cordially yours,
Saran E. BPRAGUE.
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PREFACE.

Tre Psvychovoareat. Basis of this primer may be fonnd in the follow-
ing fundamental lawa of child natore : — Joy is an integral part of normal
childhood. Activity is & necesity of child life. Fregquent change —of o
pleasing character — is indispensable to heulthy development and growth,
The foreing process is deafructive to mental power. Play ia the natural
outlet for the ishereot dramatic instinet of the heppy, unfettered child.
Love is the only force to which child nature really yields.

Every norma! child is a passionate lover of musie, of rhythm, of
color, form and motion. These are the highest stimulants to his imagi-
nation, and throogh theae, his varied emotiona find their truest expression.
There rplso—because they arouse amd hold his interest — are of unequelled
yaoe in atrengthening the powers of attention and retention.

In the u.bcpfe may be found the underlying thought and motive of
Tne Praw. The expansion of the plan depends nlso upon the following
facts :— No teacher needs to make learning to read a task to the child,
Happiness should be an inseparable part of the child’s work ne well as of
his play. Both hie work and his play should be so wisely directed as fo
leave the child the feeling of perfect freedom. The mind of the child
should be kept so full of purity as to leave no room for evil. As the
craving for rhythmic effecia precedes the child’s power to grasp the full
import of words, he should have many ensy rhymes before ke attemjits
the higher forms of verse. These shoold both precede and accompany his

early lessons in readisg.

Prower Coanscremierios. The primer should be a decided factor in
developing & genuine love of nature and in creating an abiding prefer-
ence for what is best io people, in pictures, in musio and in literature
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1t should also be an index of all that fills the child’a hours af school. It
should indicate reading methods, but not dogmatize. As the primer's
limits are spon reached, the teacher needs to strengthen, vivify and expand
gli its lines of work. The primer shonld be a reading book. Mere lists
of words are out of place. They waste the reading space and are an insult
to the teacher's intelligence. The vocabulary should he carefully chosen,
thoroughly graded and as ample as the average child can use intelligently.

Sear Work on Haxp Work., It afforde s child the keenest pleasnre
to turn his reatless activities into a weeful channel. This gives his vague
impreseions u tangible form, cells into use the creative faculty and puts
him into closer touch with the adult world. Thos hia dignity and his
smbition are satisfied, Moreover, the child’s atlempts to express, with
hia hand, the thought gained from his reading leseon, clearly show possi-
ble weaknesses thereiv apd prove that suitable hand work is & valunble
adjunet to such lessons. Only the simplest hand work iz indicated in thia
book, but may be added to at the plearure of the teacher. Much of this
work should be done st the blackboard or work tatle.

Mernons. Before the ehild can read independently, he must gain
the following : — Power to grasp the thought and feeling expressed by the
sentences. Instentaneous recogoition of eommon worde and phroses. A
practical knowledge of phonetic clements. Instantaneows recognition of
the seript and Homan alphabets,  The power to read aloud or to translate
inte action, in o correct end pleasing manner, what has been gained,
silently, from the sentencesa, Hence, the author would advise, in general,
g wise combinstion of the best features uf all standard methods —
Thought, Word, Action, Phonic and Sentence — discriminating ao as best
1o meet the needs of the individual sehool or individual child.

Exrravatory.—Pages 8 awp 9. Tf possible, have white daisies
present and arouse interest by an examination of them. Otherwise call
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sttention at once to the picture. Dy Kindiy. informal questioning, draw out
phrases and sentences on page 9. Verify by having child show objects in
pieture, Teach new worda by usiug blackboard as well ns book. Finally,
have lesson read as g unit, Then assign seat work. In all subsequent les-
goug, interest may be gained and new words and phroses tuaght in similar
way. Never allow ¢hild to try fo rewd new lesson $ill thia has been done.
Work with enthusisem, but without Lurry. Give phonie drills as peeded.

Paes 14, 18, 16, 17,  Materinls needed: Flag, building Dlocks and
tahle. Children number to ten.  Cuts indicate stops in dramatization,
Teach figures with names of numernls,  Aflerward, use these pages for
rending lesson. Faey dramuotizations with little or no help may be worked
ont by the class for many of the subpequent lessons.  For example, see
Puges 28 and 29, 80 and 31, 40 and 41, efe. Such ezervizes lend interest,
deepen imprersiona and ramove zelf-conacionsnces.

Pacr 22, Bing this to some singple melody and aceompany with
appmpriate gestures,  Alterwanl, uxe for resling lesson.,

Paces 36 axn 37, Teaech this song now or carlier, as preferred.

Arvcompauy by graceful gestures.  Laler, usa for reading lessomi.

. Paces 64 awp 65, Tench Lere or ewlier. Desiguate one half of
cluss ug * sanbeams,” other half as - shadows.™  Cuts suggest method of
use.  Muoch better if stung to some cheery mebody, or accompanied by
muareh musie in Sdeuble-gquiek™ time,

Paces 86 axn 87, Tiave children model objects shown in these ents.

Paces 95 anp 96, Explain relationship of king, gueen, prince and
princess and that * Baby Stoart ™ was Jittle son of King Charles 1. Also
tell ¢lnse about the artist, Vano Dvek. See ¢ Gireat Artists,” Fd. Pab. Co.

Pases U7 axp 48, Reecall information given with pages 95 and B6,
Explain that + Grood morrow " was onee o conmon forn of greetine,

Note.  For prismatic colors and alplabets, see poges G oaeed 7.
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