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CONSCIENCE.

1.

UNEXPLORED REMAINDERS IN CONSCIENCE.*

——

Zwel Dinge erfiillen dos Gometh mlt ipmer neace wod soochmender Bewandarong vad
Ehrfurelit, je ifor und sohaliendsr alsh dan Mechdanken demit aeobifdg: dar raba
Himmun%' llh?t'“mlf‘. und dis momtisabe (eooks (o ode--EANT: Sdmmifiche ke, ¢l Jart
mnntein, v, 167,

Hanot's “two thiogs that stelke ma dpmbi'—thess ars pecoeptibls st Hoolgeberg in
Proasia or af Charing Crosd 1o Loolon.  Aod oll yes sball yeb mes tham bedter ; aod iha
heeole Faw, who ara tha aalt of the earth, abiall ot length aoe ¢ woll —(JARLTLE . Shogt-
ing Miagara : aad Afler vl

FRELUDE—INBULARCTIONS OF LUNGER.

Ix the year 1877 Americs has secm her first, bud probably nob ber last, in-
sormection of hanger. Low.paid labour hea st lenst occapionally not had
encogh to eat; and thersfore & thin Aume of flea bome out of the hitherio
rarely roptured goeisl ecil om & line extending from Baltimore to San
Francieeo, This aminons, wavering but intense radiance rose from a froitfal,
a largely nnoccupied, and & monumentally unoppressed country. Oor citica
gather to tharmeelves the tramps, the ronshs, and the saeaka; mevaral of tham con-
tain organised bands of amL{gut commnnista; and ihis Ioose material canght
firs when the sudden fams shot ap from the voleanic crevice, Wo wene not
m swift in patting down the conflugration. It happens, therefore, that in &
which bas {wice becn washed in blood, sod was a hoodeed yesrs old,
society enfferad painfully for several weeka from a wide-spread strike of 1ail-
way Iaboarers, o riot of ronghs and soeaks, aod an ioetficlent self-defunce.
Woare el agreed that it taken two to make a borgein; and even luw-lgiﬂ
Inbonr oeessionally forgol that fiveb orinciple of social scisnca. The chief
trooble came, however, not from the ing-men, and pet from the real
imces of capital, bat from sacand-vete business manegers, who hardly know

w to make a fortune except by cut-throat competition.

How many raflwayaof this eonalry ars in recelvers’ hands? W talk of rarions
ears for the ifla of oor ailwaey strikesa; but ia ot one of the most practical re-
medies & requisition by Inw that every reilwny corporation, and every money com-
pany thatis in debt, and yetin receivers’ handa aod in buainees, shall be compelled
to ley agide at least one per cont. of it incete pe s sinking fand to pay its debt ?

* The Elghty-Arst Leotnts ln the Boslon Manday Leetuncsllpy, Dellveced 1o Tromork
= . = Tampls, Ustober 14 1578,
: B



2 PRELUDE,

‘We must in some woy inaist npon i, that ooprincipled compatition shall not
grind the faces of the poor. ¥oor Vanderbilt did not grind those fnces. [
do not know that Thomas Scott did; however, I think he is paid a large
ealary oot for bis knowlpdge of logitimate mailroading, bab for bis knowladge
of illegitimate rallroading. . Mo raillway dessrvea (o anceced whose mansger
would tremble if their le gﬂrn werg turned inside ont and vead by the whole
American paople, Hera, for iostancs, are two ralway companios, each con-
taining & dozen men. A mjuﬁg in eich eompany secretly arrive at an
understanding with each other. They form in thopgh not in name, a
third company. That third collection of mankgers own to railroad ; but it hus
o majority in two companies that do own, perhaps, competing lnes, By makin
a ring, they can turn seide, for & time to their own uees, & very large part
the profits of these railway companies, Thess sonepirators have not o wheal,
they binve not & track, of their owa; but they put nte their pockets & lion's
share of the proceeds of the companies in which they havea mlmity. They
place profitd cn board ona ear, and torn this off npon a side track ; wnd, when
the traia of their enterprise reaches the station Tarther en, they annonnee that
thera ia mothing loft for the stockholders ; and of conrse, if stockholders suffer,
workingmen must,

Mines and factories aod roilways are likely to be beard of in the materity
of the Americon reprblic, not ee loudly, but perbaps aa pointedly, aa the
cotton-fiold and the rice-swamp were in ite iofaocy. Aa the Old World has
had peril ensngh from innluutrﬁ.l queations to make already classic much of
the literatnre of the confict between laboor and capital, this New and j'ﬂll?f
World does not act wowisely in toroing arentien, with all the power
American congcientionsness and shrewdness, opon the inguniry, hat are
corofortable wages, and how can they be paid # I it possible to arrive at m
definition of starvation wegea P

S“E,f;“ that & man wera to pot forsand the pm},u-i.tlnn that any thin
less than twice the cost of the uncooked food for & family contuining severs
smal] children i starvation wages to the omassisted father of that family,
wonld you think sach s position very heretical ? Regurd for a moment the
perplexitiea of |D‘:]-Flid labonr, After all, the pulpié has the right, and the
platform,—eapecially if it be as free s this ong—at lespt this will take the
privilege of looking into the vexed arithmetis of the very poor, A man has
1n his family & wife and three children, e must thevefors feed five months, |
What do you pay for your board each week ¥ Five dollars, perbaps, and it is
not very good at that, What could yoo get the bore food for, without
ml& eharges for cocking or rent? Three dollara? Two and a hali? Two?
I shonld not like to live snd do hand werk ten hours a day on food thet coat
lese than two bundred cents m week, e twonty-nine cents a day, You sould
not. Bot I am at the bend of & family ; and my wife has only health enongh to
cook the food, apd take care of tha children and the bonss.  She really earna
nothing exeepl in acting ns a honsekesper and as a mother to my children —
there ara three of them,—and row I most msioteio five persons, Food cer=
tainly eannot keop soul and body topether, nnd ¢ost Jess on the averngs than a
dollar & week, I muat stwrve, or heve fivo dollars a week for the uncooked
food of my femily, How mach do T earnaday P A deller, without boord,
My children eannot earn any ihing. If I obtain work avery day, I have at
the end of the week o dollar left o Fmg.r fior rent ond everythiog elso. Is it
hard times with my family # ‘The childven mast bave shoes, or they will be
hooted ut in the street when they go to tha public sehool,  Americais, indeed,
kind, Bbe opens the school to Ihe poor. Buk | ought o be abla to put ke
on the feet of my children ; and yot I cannot always pot conts en their backs,
gor ¢ven ean I Bave regged calice for my bobes at times, for I bhave but
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dollar a day, and they can carn oothiog, end my wife s & litde ill. ButX
must send my children to achool, or T muet diep 1o & lower eocial eeale. My
children ougﬂt to go to choreh, bat they havenothing to wear, I omght to aend
my wife to church; I onght to go myself; and I am net to be excoded for
kesping away, becaras it would ba betier for me If consciontionsness were dif-
fused throughout the community, nud I know that one great object of the
church i3 to diffuse comscientionsness, in ovder that proporty may ba I.I.flﬂ?_’
diffosed. I onght to be, with my brethven of the Inbowriog elass, in Gnod's
hounse every IIEhlth day; and I ought to be thers with my children, Bot
1 imnst pay five dollars & wook for the food of my family ; and T earn but n
dolinr a day or a little more,—soma of my brethren earn buk ninety conts,—
and I work Bot six daye in the week. I woot to get my children & faw achool-
books, I coght to take & newapapor. Thera must Le now and then & doctor's
bill paid, I must have o little coal in the winter ; and it is pot pessiblo for ma
to buy it as the millionaire does, in preat gquantities: I moat boy it by the
baeket, and my wood in lite parcels. And it is bard times, 1 have just been
dropped from employment. Thers is ofttn oot mach for mo to do. I eaanok
always find worke six days of tho week.

Undonbtedly there are some corporationa that have paid es wages mors than
they hava roceived an profite, Working-men have otcasionally besn retained
in place at & tam Tosa ko thelr mtﬁl‘uym Buot papply aed demand are the
law of business, and [ am disrussing the doll average sky of low-paid labour
under that rule, and net the aturry excepiions.

I sat in lj{@ﬂﬂﬂr bayond the Mlsaiaaappi. wilk two leadors of bosiness, ona
of them a millioneirs, and the other norrly suck, aod wa added tp the necessary
expenses of & family of five, in which chiidren are snpposed to be too yoang to
lebour remuneratively ; and we foupd that ench a family could nob very well
liva h & year mpemh!y in onr climats, and aceording to the etandard
of the ing-mom of Americn, if the futher I8 their ooly sopport, and is paid
less than ten or twelve dollors o week. The low-paid laboarer often has wages
that are lass than six hundred dollars & vear, Your Muassachosetts Borean of
Labonr in 1875 published a large collection of details from the life of fumilica
in this Commonwealth, and assertad that #the fact stands ont plainly, that tha
recipient of a yearly wage of lers than siz. bondred dollars most get 1o debt.™ *
I know how ﬁ;h wages oftan are in the ranks of ekilled Inboor; but, as John
Bright nsed to pay, “{he nation lives in the mattape.” [ andertake to maintain
herain B where hereniez are popalar, the sstonndiog propesition, that if
tha onassisted {ather of & family of thres children who eabnot labour remotera-
tively fa paid no more than twice the cost of nupreparsd food for & family, he
is on starvation wages,

Tar Leorore.

When Sarmucl Taylor Coleridge, the poet, was o poor boy, and &
charity seholarin London, he was one dny walking along the Strand
&t an hour during which the streets were erowded, and was throwing
out his arma vigorously towards the vight and the left. Ons of his
hands came in contact with a gentleman's waistcost pooket, and
the man immediately accused the boy of thievish intentions,
“ No," said Coleridge, “1 am not intending to pick your pocket.

* Pub, Doc. Wo, 81, 1874, p. 380,
; , n2



