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Leaben Leabes.

o lirtle leaven leaveneth the whole lump”
(GALATIANS v, .
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And hereby we do know, that we know
him, if we keep his commandments,
—He that faith I know him, and
keepeth not his commandments, is a
liar, and the truth is not in him."—
I Joud il 3, 4.
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WE have much inquiry concerning know-
ledge in thefe larter times, The fons of
Adam are now as buly as ever Adam him-
{elf was about the tree of knowledge of good
and evil; [haking its baughs, and {cram-
bling for the fruit: whilit, [ fear, many are
too unmindful of the tree of life. And,
thougg there be now no cherubim, with
their Haming fwords, to fright men off, yec
the way that leads to it feems to be I"-::llmr}r
and untrodden, as if there were but few that
had any mind to tafte of its fruit. 'T'here are
many that fpeak of new glimpfes and difco-
veries of truth, of dawnings of Goipel light.
And no queﬁmn but God ins referved much



6 They knowe Christ

of this for the very evening and funfet of the
wotld; for, in the latter dga}rs, i knowledge
fhall be increafed.” But yet I with we
could, in the meantime, fee that day dawn
which the apu{H: fpeaks of, and that “day-
ftar arife in men's hearts, a 1 with, whilft
we talk of li dght and difpute about truth,
that we could walk more as ¢ children cif
the light.” But, if 5t John's rule in the
text be good, that no man truly knows Chrift
but he who keeps his commandments, it
is much to be fuchﬂ:cd that many of us
who pretend to hght, have a thick and
giu?m}r darknef® within over(preading our
louls.

There are now many large volumes and
difcourfes written concerning Chrilt; thou-
fands of contraverfies dﬂ'nurﬂlgd infinite pro-
blems determined, concerning his divinity,
humanity, union of both together, and what
not.  So that our hookith Chriftians, who
have all their religion in writings and papers,
think they are completely furnithed with
all kinds of knowledge concerning Chrift.
And, when they fee all their Jeaves lying
about them, they think they have a goodly
ftock of knowledge and truth, and cannot
pofibly mifs the way te heaven; as if reli-
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gion were nothing but a little bookeraft, a
mere paper-fkill.

But, if St John's rule here be good, we
muft not judge of our knowing Chrilt by
our fkill in bocks and papers, but by our
keeping his commandments. And that, [
fear, will difeover many of us, notwith{tand-
ing all this light which we beait of round
about us, to have nothing but Egyptian
darkne(s within our hearts,

The vulgar fort think that they know -
Chrift enough out of their creeds, and ca-
techiims, and confeflions of faith: and if
they have but a licle acquainted themfelves
with thefe, and, like parrots, have conned
the words of them, they doubt not but that
they are fufficiently inftructed in all the mys-
teries of the kingdom of heaven. Man
of the more learned, if they can but wrangle
and difpute about Chrifl, imagine themfelves
to be grown great proficients jn the fchool
of Chriit.

The greater part of the world, whether
learned or unlearned, think that there is no
need of purging and purifying their hearts
for the right knowledge of Chrift and his
Gofpel. But, though their lives be never
fo wicked, their hearts never fo foul within,
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yet they may know Chriflt fuffciently out
of their treatifes and difcourles, out of their
mere {yftems and bodies of divinity. Which
I deny not to be uleful in a fubordinate
way; although our Saviour prefcribes to his
difciples another method for coming to the
right knowledge of divine truths: * He that
will do my Father's will, thall know of the
doétrine whether it be of God.” The true
Chriftian, indeed, i5 not he that is only
book-taught, but he that is God-taught;
he that has “an unétion frem the Hal
One," “ that teacheth him 2ll things; ™ he
that has the Spirt of Chrift within him,
that (earcheth out the decp things of God:
* For, 25 no man knoweth the things of a
man, fave the {pirit of a man, which is in
him; even {o, the things of (God knoweth
no man, but the fpirit of God.”

Ink and paper can never make us Chris-
tians, can never beget a new nature, a liv-
ing principle in us; can never form Chrift,
or any true notians of {piritual things, in our
hearts. The Gofpel, that new law which
Chrift delivered ta the world, is'not merely
a dead letter without us, but a quickening
(pirit within us, Cold theorems and max-
ims, dry and jejunc difputes, lean fyllogis-



