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PREFACE

THE greatest problem presented to the human mind, it seems
te me, is that of ascertaining the ultimate purport of all
problems. In this phrase we express the veritable meaning
of Ethics,

To discover new things in the material world, to invent
machines useful to mankind, to find means of counteracting
or of preventing disease—these achievements are great; but of
a higher cast is that of exploring in the unknown worlds
of thought, of conquering new domains of intellectueal in-
terest, of increasing the power of the mind, and of standing
upon some headland to obtain forward visigns of life and
clear lumination of the paths to tread.

* ® e L w

From my earliest vears gquestions of the sort have
fascinated me, and at every period of my life they have
appeared, somctimes in far-off allurement, sometimes in
pressing insistence, before my mind, weaving together with
the texture of my thoughts. To study in this field, to sce
the drift of things in an ethical sense, to throw a beam of
light upon the sources and the goal of our acts—this became
the dream of my inner life.

The first suggestion that offered was to seck the guidance
of thinkers whe had gone before; for the difficult nature
of the problem has not prevented the appearance of a
multitude of solutions, some possessing great authority
in regard to social institutions and customs, others of high
import in the famous universitics of the world,

Had I found any of these solutions satisfactory 1 should
v
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vi PREFACE

never have desired to write my own hook; but one by one
I saw that these previous works failed to answer certain
tests which, once they had become formulated, seemed to
me imperative. [ demanded that the system of Ethics,
however presented, should rest on a deep base, and that it
should rise by reasonings, cogent and consecutive, to the
comclusions it expressed.  Judged in this manner some of
them, and not the least authoritative, seemed to dwindle
into sheer absurdity,

Throwing awny, therefare, the guidance of the mere
eoasting lines, I soupht for better methods; but then 1
seemed confronted by an almosty hopeless task, So vast a
tangle, so many obscure positions lay in the way, that I
found it mecessary at length to take an entirely new cast
of thought, and 1o deal first of all with the psychological
problcms which entered at every turn into the sobject of
Ethics.

This diversion into the realm of psychology occupled me
many vears and involved the strain of intense toil, but
baving at length finished my work on that side T was able
to return, and now with adided powers, to my spocial study
uf Erhifs.'

The task 1 set myself now was to lind in the conditions
of nature itsclf the sanctions of an ethical system, and to
exhibit the main lines which on this basis serve as a guide
to human conduct. Having discovered these, 1 had next
to show the principle of development by which standards of
judgment are established and from which institutions arise.

TOF f Paychology: A New Swstom ™' oand ! Pringiples of
Paychology " (forthcoming ). T certainly shoold have had no reason for
writing thess books had 1 thought that the ground had been ade-
guately covered before, So far from this being the case, however, 1
found it pecessary evem (o afate the central problem of pavchology
afresh and to infroduce a new series of considerations in order to
obtain my solution. [ therefore say definitely now that § have shown,
for the first time, the complete analyvsis of reason, and I have proved
that by the combination of certain Fundamental Processes every mode

af thought may be built. The consequences of this theory are, of
courss, mnoumeralble,
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This manner of regarding ethical questions is more
objective than that of previous systems, but it gains in
solidity and loses nothing of what is true in spirituality on
that account, for though wnot directly aimed at, there
emanates from this work, since it is found in the meaning
of the world itself, an inspiration of Idealism.

I offer it now in the hope that it will at length become
interfused with our very forms of thought and serve Lo guide
us ecven in delicate adjustments of human affairs. This
system of Ethics has reality of life ; it sets forth the doctrines
of Truth, Energy, Sympathy.® -

Y1 heve, in order to possest a short distinctive name, called this
aystem the Aletheian system, from the Greek diifess, trioth. The first

book is the forthooming *° Principles of Paychology,' the second is
[ E.Lhins“l*



CONTENTS

PART §
SURVEY AND CLEARANCE

CHArTER Atk

InTrODUCTION . & : . ; . = 3

I. VALIDITY OF; REASON

Three principal methods of dealing with LEthics,
authoritative, empirical, scientific . ; 3

2. GLANCES AT THE HisTory of THE DEVELOPMENT
or Iirimes
Socrates known to us through Plato-—Aristotle’s
ideal—The ** germinal idea " of Aristotle’s
work ; x . ; : : 14

¥

3. THE STomcs AXD THE LPICUREANS

Causes of influence in Philosophy—The Stoic doc-
trines—The doctrine of Epicurus . . 26

4. BRIDGING THE DARK AGUS
The Roman Empire gave the juridic foundation
to civilization—Dante’s Divine Comedy—
The work of Roger Bacon, Copemnicus,
Galileo, Descartes ; :

. Tae RiseE oF ExcrisH PHILOSOPHY

L

Francis Bacon's " Novum Organum ~'—Hutche-
son—Hume and Adam Smith . : . 37
ix



X CONTENTS

CHAPTER
6, TyrES OF GERMAN PHILOSOPHERS
Kant—The origins of the Transcendental Philo-
sophy—Hepel . ; :

7. Tyris or ENGLISH PHILOSOPHERS

Herbert Spencer—Bentham—Carlyle—The teach-
ing of Tennvson and Ruskin ' L

5. THE CONTRIDUTION OF DBIOLOGY

Claims of Biclogy—Huxley's warning—Examina-
tion of the formula : ** Survival of the Fittest"
—Lamatck’s theory of Ewclution—Dar-
win's theory of Natoral Selection—Review of
the principal phases of doctrine of Hvolution
ot Transformdsm—I%om Lamarck to Ray
Lankester

g. ETHICS AS A SCIENCE

The science of Ethics is apalogous to that™of
meteorology and involves various subsidiary
sciences . i : ; : :

PART I

FAGR

Gz

STANDARDS, DIRECTIVES, AND CRITERIA OF

DEVELOPMENT IN ETHICS

1. SEARCH FOR THE FOUNDATION OF ETHICS
Diffieulty of finding a base on which to build—
Seeking aid in Psychology—Brief statement
of guiding lines in Psychology: A New
System—Fundamental Principles of Ethics
—Truth, Energy, Sympathy :

87



