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TG THE REVEREND JOHN PURCHAS,

THE FOLLOWING VERSES,
{iF VERGES THEY MAY BE CaLLED)
IN ADMIRATION OF THE
NOBLE STAND HE 15 MAKING
AGAINET
PERSECUTION THE MOIT BITTER,
HYPOCAISY THE MOST UNELUSHING,
AND
TYRARNY THE MOIT CONTEMFITBLE,
BUT NOY, ALAs| WITHOUT PARALLEL!
ARE INSCRIBED BY AN BNGLISHMAN
WHO KNOWS NO MORE OF
FORMS ARD CEREMDNIES
THAN HE DOES OF
THE EING OF OUDE,

BUT WOULD HONOUR

TRUTH 1N ALL MEE,






PREFACE.

FRICKNESS is no joke, though there

may be fome joking in ficknes. In

point of fa® invalids are often very
Joeular.  There is a joy in fadnefs, yet fadnefs
is not enjoyment. At the famie time a fpark
of fad indignation gives birth to outbreaks
that have a calt of humour, and even fun in

them ; gaunt, it may be, but fun neverthelefs;



8 Preface.

as if the feelings could find a vent that way,
when they fought it in wvain through tears,
Juvenal, whofe fadnefs none can queftion, is
at times a prince of protefques, Horace never,
for he is never fad; and needs, therefore, and
has—no contraft.

Dante infpired by Virgil is, at leaft in the
Inferno, unconfcicully the Juvenal of later Italy;
and in Plazza’s Latin ac rimes reads paffably
like him.

The fecular in the middle age was certainly
affefed thus. He gargoyled his Franciftan
interloper; and he, in turn,—for regulars were

juRt as ready as (eculars for a joke in flone,



Preface. G

fpouted his Dominican rival—{pouted him in
his very act of fpouting, which was his bufinefs
in fpecial; for, doubtlefs, many a grim face,
afting as a water-fhoot off the roof of a quaine
old church or grey-coated miniter, repeats in
rough femblance the puft cheek of the preaching
brother; as he founded the loud praifes of S.
Dominic and his trumpet-tongued Order, to
the heart-pricking and heart-fearching and,"
perhaps, foul-faddening of his {pirit-wounded
and bare-footed rival,

And to fome fuch feeling as this, fome fuch
mixture of grave with gay, and more than lively
with fevere, muft we attribute the juxtapofition
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