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INTRODUCTION.

It is & remarkabla charactaristiz of our Bavior's disconrses, as in-
deed it is of the whaole Bibla, that they leave the hearer amidst cor-
respanding lessons in the cpen tomple of the sarth, They admit no
vacancy when ihe prescher's lips are silent, o the book ia closed,
becausa the same lessons are wiged and epplied by Natore and Prov-
idence at every tarn of life.  Afer we have heard Hiin, ¢ who spake
8a never inan spake :** after we hava read the Bible, the earth with
ull its woenss and occasivos utters no longer n mere Natoral Theclogy,
but the full and glorioua gospel.  What folly, sfter Chrietisnity has
shed its light areund us, to vead the bosk of nature and Providence,
in the mere moon-light of the Pagan world | ‘The goapel, no doubi,
discovers what coold nevar have bean koown withont it ; bat when
itw light ir shed abroad, it is reflected in foll beauty and glory from
the world on which it falls : and the whele stene @ no longer & dim
ravelation of nature, but & bright communication from beaven. To
e, Natural Theology declares, not meraly that ** God is,"" bot that
# He i a rewarder of them that diligeaty seek him."*

But me onr titls intimatag, we not ¢oly call sitention to the leson,
but commend the place sud cireumslances m which He who gives
it, urges it on our notice.  The lesson mests us beside cur common
path ; — amidet our oooasions of anxiety as to food and miment : —
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wrnilst the necessities and bleastugs of every doy, The lesson is given
where man craves sod claime it, und where be bas every conceivable
opportanbty to learn it.  Tha earth wus not constracted o produce
presumption and decpondency ;— waa oot cast out onhedged as the
wildernesa of basa passions and condoet, from whick all the beirs of
holineas mnat be saparate. It ia & aghool for heaven, whers the les-
song of faith and hope arve leamed : — where holiness is attained by
contact with its prejec cccagions.  Christianity, not only gives its
refleation from the whole sxrthly scene, but casts the light apon the
whele path of buroan fife.  This world, is not & prison to the soul of
man : from which hia enly destre and efort should be %o escape:
but the temple for the traneforming prayer, ® Thy kingdom coms,
thy will ba done on earth a= it is in heaven.*!

Tha beantiin] portion of oor Lord's Sermon on the Moont, which
we have taken as our guide, is the Aoest concervable illastration of
these remarks. How nesr the lesson to the pathe of lifs | The
fowla of the air and tha liliaa of the fisld are with o8 repeating and
reflecting the lessons of the word, from SBabbath to Babbath, and from
tha mdrming dewn unte the shades of the evening ;| amidst all the
wants and cares of our earthly stade, — And birds of the night sing
as to sloep, after fitigne and anxiety, in Hisarms whe *f only maketh
us to dwell in safety ;" —and the orowing cock wakes we, ambdst
new plans and tedls of life, to bebold the duy dewe, sod the day-star
arise in onr hearts,

If the pulpit end the relighvas press woold render their proper ser-
vice in the production nnd martere of fuith, it mest be oot so much
by the power of their own ltomediate lessons, und of their own peco-
liar opportunity 5 as by directing attention to the lessons which re-
main = by which God gives live wpon line, precept cpon precept,
baside the somrmon path of 1ife.  And on the other hand, must they
be in fault, in so Ffur as they adopt principles, or employ methoda
which divert aitention from the varioes appeals which God is eom-
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stantly making to the conacience and the heart of man : which leave
& vacancy of inepired instroction, and dlenca the foll and glorious
go=pal, beside the path of 1ifs where God appointed it 10 bs hasrd.
The great object of this work is to make refigion more earthiy —
more indimale with fAe necesmitior and bleenings of earth; o
showr o muan that the best leasons ere given him at the best occasions
of piety ; — that piaty, epringing op and growing oo the soil of sarth,
is the pisty of heaven, — & piant that will never dis.

On this point we nasd to he corrected.  How many of our reli-
gioea mpplications are oo the sontrary gromod ; — that the common
path of life ia quite nnmited to the walk of faith — that business, and
care, and uncartsinty, and plans, and efforts, and diseppointments,
and soceess; must nesds hinder the rss and growth of fuith in the
heart  How eurrent tha claim, that piety must begin and grow by
weclusion from the businees and cares of [dfe — by indiffersnce to all
earthly things.

Porbaps, (atnd we spask it with diffidencs,) the arror in guestion
can pcarcely ba aaid to be avoidad in any other religious beok but
tha Bible, — so remarksbly liahle has Christendom been to adopt the
ancient and modarmn areor of the Glentiles ; — o teneeions have Prot-
.eetanty been of thet iwherited error of the Catholic ehurch. The
Bible, with all its purity and perfection of principles aad motives is
among us | mects uson our duily path § at every jaretare of oor fife 3
and fhere, is profitable ever for omr reproof and covrection, and in-
truotion in rightecumess.  But many of our best raligions wreatises,
&nd biographiss of excellant meg, ara far from following the wisdom
of that divine Book ; calling ne away fram the wery opportunitiss
which God has eppointed : and vequiring an isdifarence to earthly
good and avil, which rendery nogatory the providential occusions of
faith. We counld nanve books with reverence aod gratiteds for benes
fits receivad by their repeated perosal, which, nevertheless, wa should
adjmdge guilty of tha error in question. The more we beve reed



