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@ulish, Srotch, and Iriii Going.

INTRODUCTIORN.

Fom mors than & hundred yesrs sinee the bequest of Bir Hans Bloane laid
the foamdation of onr nationel collestion in 1758, the ooinage of Britain has
baen s favourite sindy, nok only with the sntiquary, but even with tha
himtorian. Himtorioal facts, oonotised sither in macusoripds or in bnserip-
Hong, stand recorded upom oolns along, and thers are nobd s few amoient
mﬂh,muﬁ“m thess islands, of whom wsoereely any other
m-htmhﬁﬂllmmﬁ;m

Therefore, even the wnpretending oollector, who fs satisfled by meraly
gtoring away analsnt ooine in his eabinet, may serve s high purposs by
exving perhape sn intresting record of some obavore fact in sarly Bnghish
histoey from dstrvoticn or obliviem. No collsctor meed be dahearimmed
by the erroneons ides, thet every eain minted in Britain isalready known, snd
that he bex no chanos of #ndng something new or oodescribed. The plongh
and the digger’s spade conytantly tnrm np singls ooine, and not uafrequenily
we mention the board fonnd in the year 1808, in ths parish of Kirkoswald,
in Coonberland, which bronght to light M2 ouing of fve chis! monarchy, and
thres arohbisbope ; 1 1817, 240 coins of Bthelbert, and about 450 others ware
dishovered in the meighbourhood of Dorking. In 1533 » board of BODO
Nerthambrinn coins was mnearthed in digging & grave in Harham church.
yard, Durhars., They were conbained in = bronss vessel, snd were mll
styom. Ancther large find was made st Cosrdale in 1840,

Many books have boen written on English coing, smongst which the works
of E, Hawking, *“The Bilver Coivs of England,” 1841, and H, N.
Humphreys " Coine of England,"” 1855, uﬂﬂﬂhh“ﬁnmndih
British Empire,” 1881, deserve special mention. The most comprehansive
work on the subject, however, is Buding’s * Annals of the Coinage of Grest
Britain and its Depondencies,’ third edition, 3 vola., Hearne, 1840, which
contaips flinrbmtions of nearly every sotheuticated ocin strock in Grest
PBritain up to the dats of iseme of the differemt editioms. For more recent
discoverien the studeat must refer to the ** Nomismatio Chromicle,” edited by
4. Y. Akerman, 20 vola,, 18361858 ; New Beries, odited by Vanx, Evens, and
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4 ENGLIEH COINS.

Madden, 1881 to 16872 imolnaive, 33 vols. As both publisations are very
wolnminons and expensive, we have in the following pages condensed their
principal contanta for the ose of colleators. Here we may say a fow words

y (sbout the value of ooins. It first depends on their pressrvation mnd their
tarity, then whether s coin belongs tow series, fashionable st the time when
.it is offered for sale, or o & class temporarily neglested by oollectors.
For the latter rassoms the prices of English coins are ever finctuating, and
the socidental discovery of & great nnmber of & type notll thon perhaps con-
siderad uniqos, or at least very soarce, will rednos ita price to Litls more
{than the mere inteinsio value of the metal. As s gnide for the prices of
English ogine, the collector onght to provides himsslf with & priced eateiogoe
of ons of the more important esles, which take pleos from time to time
at Megera, Botheby, Wilkinaon, and Hadge's rooms in London. 4w s rough

v | guids for gensral use we intand to give tablea of approximate values of good
spediméns. These tables will have no claim to special soturaay for the
raadons above given, but read with the cdircnmetences of the tHme they
will, we believe, be of sonsidersbls assistance to collsctors. Forgeries of
walushla ooing sre of not anfrequent osenrrenos, but essily detactsd by an
i sxperfenced eye. Beginoers can find oud the difference in sppesrance of
|-gmuaammhmmumm They
soon will aoquire thet power of dissernment whichk csnnot be faunght
atherwins than by experienco.

Of the terma n=sd in nomismatic phress we only menbion ths prinoipal
omem, rescrviog ah sxplanston of the others for the occuslom ariming.
Obverze in the principal mide of a ooin, gengrally bearing the head of
the momarch who had it strock; Eeerse the opposite side, with the
typs oo it consisting of emblems, erme, &¢. The plain part of & ooin, Dot
oocupied by ths principal fignrs or type, in oalled the fild.




ANCIENT BRITISH COINS.

Tum earliest ooin, which may be stirfbated with some probabllity to any
partionlar British monsrch, bears the imscription, * Bego™ (Fig. 1) which
stands, perhaps, for Ssgonor, s potty KEentish motarch, who ived st the
time of Cessr's ssommd invesion of Britein. The probability thet this ogin
itn British appests sirengthened by the word Tascio, which is frequently
mat with upon the money of Cuncbelipe, who reigned doring ths times of
Angustns, Tiberine, and Calignls, and whoss domizions extended from the
soanta of Norfolk, Baffolk, and Essex, across the island westward to the
benks of the Savern, Thetypes of Cunobeling ooine (Fig. ¥) of which s con-

¥re. 1. Braomax. Fro, 8, Craosxireve,

sidernbls number in gold sad copper has been presarved, are for the grester
part formed Bpon modela of Boman money, besring the nnited names of
Cumoprriwa and CAMULODUNUM, in wariops sbbroviations, as Cvw.,
CvHo., CVYROBELI,, Camv, and Cam¥r  The Ister sbbrevistions winnd for
Carrmlsdnnms (Colehester) the capital of Concheling's Mngdom.

With the money of this moenareh the Brifish ocinage cloeed, for in » very
few yoars after his deceasa the second subjsotion of Britain took plase,
mndsr Clapdine ; and an edict wea issmed thet all mooey current should
bear the teporis]l Boman stamp. Whether Boman mints wers eatablizhed
in Hritain nndar Carsceios and Allectoe, the resident smperors, haa not
ot eeimblished ns » fact, but seeme bighly probable. That counterfeiters
of Boman monsy oarried on thair opemtions in this ieland is anflobwtly
proved by tha discovery of several hundred moulds for casting Boman sofna
st Edington in Somersetshive, at Eyton in Bhropehire and st Lingivel, in
Yorkshirs. The Homana, having kept poesession of Britain for nesrly 400
yearn, totally deserted the isiand abent the middle of the fifth semimry.
Boon aftor their departure the Britona songht the sid of the Baxoms, to
protect them agninst the inroads of their powerful neighbours. Seven
Anglo-Saxon kingdoms were fortied st different periods, and antil theps
petty dominions wers established Eoman money probably continoed to
ciroulste in them. Mot when their respective soveraigns were guietly
sottled on their thrones they setablished mints, which sppenr to have besn
regulated by lsws bronght with them from the continent.
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COINS OF THE HEPTARCHY.

No gold monsy was strusk by the Anglo-Sagons, and the *' manoos,” the
" merk," the 'ors,’* the '’ ehilling,” and the * thrimsa"' wers only money
of socomnt. As wetually mintad wilver scins muost be conmidered the
Ilmlll h llm.“ Ilmm-!'l! “m.‘il ‘tm‘ml“
the * siyes,” and perhaps the * triens,” whish divided the ponny inte
thres equal parta. The socatte were the earlisst prodoots of the Anglo.
Baxon mintas, and variad in welght from Thgre. to Bigre. tray. The peony
mopoeads in point of sotiquity, and ite legal weight throogh ths whaols
parlod of the Baxon government waa the 240th part of the Saxom pound
of silver,=24gre., which weight was gradnally decrsssed to 22§ gra. by
the snooeeding prinoes.  WWe deseribe the oocinage of the different ingdoms
of the heplarchy separutely.

Coins oF THE KmGs OF KERT.

Trx apine of the Eentish monarche are by far the most anelont of the
Anglo-Baxon serieg.

Etbdiberht I, (561 to 616).—A seatte of Bthiberkt I, (Fig. 3) is the eerliset
fmx-n ooin which has yat beon dissovered. It bowr= on the chverse the

Fig. & Ermwszear L. Frd, & EpBERET.

neme of the mopsrch and on the reverss s rude figure, whick oconra on
many of the soeattm, snd which is supposed to be intended to represent =
‘bird. No plaoce of mintage, noz aven the moneysr's nams, sppesrs npon
it, and wanting the symbol of Chrintianity, ite date may be referred to the
period betwean 561 and 600, when Ethilbarht was converted to Christianity
by Bt Angustine.

Fegberht (605 to 674).—Boestte are the only coink of this king whish
hare hitherto been disoovered. They sre of various types. On some the
figure of the king, standing betwesn two orosses, sppears on the obverss,



EENTIS COINS. 7

together with his name (Fig. 4), whilst ths reverse bears only a mmall aroes,
with the name of one of the seven moneyers he employsd. On the obverss
of others ia & Bgure rmdsly representing o deagon, with & reverss ke the
former.

Hiothars (874 to £88) ; Fadric (686 to 885); Wikivaed (803 to T40).—No
money of these three monarchs has yet been discoversd, but (n their laws
the fines are regulated by shilings and pounds.

Fihilbarki IE. (740 to T80).—In this reign, or perhaps ssriier, thoogh no
epecimens havs yot been fomnnd, the monsy sesms to0 bave quitéed the
sotmtim form, and with & groster sise and & trifing sddition of weight, then
trwt commenoed timt spocios of wllver ooine which wes sfterwards, for mo
msny sges, known by the demominstion of the penny. Thsomly ocin known

of Bthifberht 1., sapposed fo b the Sret kmown mlwer penny, bhas oo the
obverss the head of the king, with his namas, and on the reverse Eomnlua
and Bemmna, with the ahe-wolf, in an Irregulsr oblong oompariment, owes
whinh [ the word * Ree ™ (Fig. 5L

Eadbearhi (784 to T88).—0f this monarch, kewiss cullsd Ethelbect, sur-
mxosd Praen or Prasuns, penniss bawe boen disccversad which have his
mame and titlein three lines on the obveres, snd one of his thres monayer’s
maven om the other side (Fig. #).

Cuthrad (768 to 805).—<0m the ooins of this monsreh the title of King of

#o, 7. Crressn, Fie. & Barpazn,

Kont first sppoars, in addition to the name. The raverssa have one
of the namss of seven different monsyers (Fig. 7).

Beldred (805 to BE3).—Three diffarent types of hin money sre known. Om
ona of them 1s o be found the eaciiost instance of the inserticn of the plane
of mintage. Its reverse bears within the inner circle sn abbrevistion of
“ Dorovernis Qivitas,” sod is the sarliost specimen which can be suthen -
ticatad of the Boyal Mint of Canterbury (Fig. 8).



