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“ The right use of riches is mete commendable than that of
arms  And not to desire thom at all, mars glorious than to use

them well, "
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PREFACE.

Y. Y y—-

Tae following pages were writlen during
the severe weather of the late winter, when
the sufferings of ke poor became so interest.
ing a subject of enquiry,

Tndependent minda will not be dizpleased
with an opreserved expression of privaie sen-
timents, which have no sinister object in view,
no preconcerted opinion to establish, no de.
sire to control the free exercise of individoal
judgment.

I impugn neither the motives nor philan-
thropy of thoee who may differ from me, and
can only ask, that Lhe positions I have taken,
may be examined, condemned, or approved,
in the spirit of candour in which they have
been writlen.

Pakefield, Philz. County. 1831,



PAUPERISHM.

! Tas Amsrarsr i —The wealth of nations being limited, ifany
¢ engross on unreannablie share it results in distress to others—
England—Irclwnl—Saving Lahoue Machinery—Agrienlture—
Commetteldleneis—Fducation—New England Temperance
Socicties——those for the Enconragement of Paithfal Domestice
—Jluzury—public epinion—individual reformation.

Tae increase of pauperism and crime in &
greater relative ratio than that of general po-
pulation, is a subject of interest to every re- .
flective mind.* I have classed them toge-

* In reviewing the progresa of this society through many
ycars, the rumber that hare since been formed for the same
benevolent purpose, and the general spirt of philantheopy,
which ia continually devising various snesns for allevisting the
sufferings of the poot, we are brought to the discouraging con-
clasion, that, notwithstanding all these ciforts, the evil inereases
in s greater ratio than even the inereaso of population of the
country will aceount for. T ia beyond the power of tha Renrd
tp accownt for this melanchaly result, although the experience
of the Managers might supgest jome causes, us the spurce of
much of the suffering they are called to witness,  But in this
spirit-stirring enterpeising age, calling’ for labourers in every
department of active business, when intho private circle, there
is & constant and incressing demand for respectable, trust-wor-
thy domestics; when the present style of Living employs 4
greater number of persons than formerly, when wages are ss
high, and every article of real nocossdity s as cheap oy at any
former period, there must be some hidden, deep-rosted evil
continually operating to prodace the misery that presents itself
for relief. —Entrael from the Reporf of the Femak Jnociafivh—
FPoubon's Daily Advertiser, Marck 17th, 1831
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ther, because the same causes somelimes con-
tribute to both; yet they are not necessarily
connected. Many estimable and pious peo-
ple become objects of charity; many crimes
are commitied by such as are above want,

Tam aware that the subject is apparently
of grent intricacy—involving maoy interests,
many plans of reformation.  Simplify it, con-
gider it in delail, not in the mass, and it is
easily unraveled,

Socictics are formed for relief with the
most benevolent intentions; plans for educa-
tion are adopted and enforced; houses for
public worship, so called, are built; minis-
ters are increased 3 Bibles and tracts are cir-
calated without number; still, the evil in.
creases; and it will be so, while the causes
remain untouched !

There appears to be suflicient wealth in
each state and conniry, to raise all above
pauperism, and to make every one easy and
happy in their circumstances, In this con-
viction, which will probably e believed by
every mind, 1 might rest my argument, that
a too great individual monopoly is the canse
of pauperism in every country; and facts will
support my theory, lhat its increase or de-
crease is in reference thereto!

Nalions have their economy as well as in-
dividnals, which can nof be violated with im-
punity. We require no Agrarian laws, nor
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an equal division of properly. Nature has
given {o some districts greater resources than
to others, and there is no evidence that such
a division would add to the general happiness.

It is true that the plan has been adopted,
both nationally and in smaller communities,
as if is said, wilh success ; but it is also true,
that greater relative comfort has existed
under other circomatances, where men have
been more left to individual responsibility.

To avoid ihe disiresses of society, that
harmony wmust be mainfained, which in the
animal economy, preserves each part in iis
proper place, and thus enables it to coalri-
hute to the good of the whole.

The amornnt of population which a country
will sustain, sirictly speaking, can ounly be
limited by its ability to prodoce the necessa-
ries of life3 this nof being alike in all, one
nation will naturally ke richer and suslain
more inhabitanfs than another; and the ine-
quality of individual wealth, may vary in
each in proportion thereio, without derange-
ment to the social order; but in all countries,
where it exceeds, in any considerable de-
gree, a proper ralio in reference to the whole,
the body becomes diseased and distress pre-
vails.

Wealth, depends not on the ability of the
country, buf on the demani for its industry.
The tobacco crop of the Uniled Stales has
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varied to a great extent in different years; yet
it has been demonstrated, that the meit pro-

coeds of each has begn nearly the same—ihe

increased quantity has but lessened the price.

8o of cotton, when in about ten years, the
gquantity was extended from one e iwo hup.

dred millions of pounds, there was no pro-

portionate increase in the returns; and the

farmer in the neighbourhood of this city, flads

his potatoes varyiog in price from twenty to

eighty cents per bushel, and often receives an,
equal refurn from a smaller as from a larger
ctop. The principle is a sound one, that
over-production gives nowealth-—though par.

ticular circumstances may change the aspect of
the immediate effect. Ti cau not be too clearly

kept in view, that the wealth of every couniry
is limited; and I argne, that so far as this is

absorbed in too greata degree by individuals;
peoperism most he the reselt,. We could

readily perceive, that o town with a thonsand

inhabilants, limited to & thoosand barrels of
flonr and a thouwsand cords of wood for an

annual supply, would experience distress, if
a fifth or a twenlieth part of the population
were to engross hall or lhree-fonrths of the

whole—and money is hut the sign of these

things, and generally much more limited than

they. There is a ratio which may be taken
hy each wilhout producing distress, and no

more,



