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FRIENDLY ADVICE

TS

A YOUNG MAN.

ON THE HABITUAL BEMEMEBRANCE @F GOD.

My young friend,

Your are now just entering a world, where you
will be exposed to many temptations, to which your
vatural appetites and passions will too often dis-
pose you to yickd. As the mmtei?eetua]ﬂ}:mmu,
tion these temptations, let me beg of you to
comply with the advice of Scripture, and always to
REMEMBER THY CREATOE IN THE DAYS OF THY
youtu®, Try to maintain constantly in your heart
a deep sense of the redafion which you hear to God,
mdt‘:}? the dufies which you consequently owe to him:
Try to keep the principal truths and obligations of
religion deeply impressed upon your mind.

Kemember a8 your Creafor. Consider that
you were made by him, and that you owe to him,
not only your life, but every comfort which you enjoy.
You cannot but acknowledge, that he has a clear and
undoubted right to the services of that being which
he has himself made. You belong to him ; and con-
soquently are in justice bound to make his will, his
precepts and commandments, the rule, the governing
principle, of your conduet.

s Eeeles. xik. 1.
B



2 HABITUAL REMEMBRANCE OF GOD.

Remember God as your Hedeemer. When you,
together with all the rest of mankind, were in a lost
state through sin, God was mercifully pleased to
redesm—to save—you from that state, 'Ejr giving his
Son Jesus Christ to die for your sake. He tosted
death for every man. Itisin him that we have re-
demption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sin.
Remember, therefore, that being thus redeemed—thus
howught with a price—even the blood of the Son of
God, you are no longer your own, are no longer at
]Jherty to live according to your own will, accordin
to your own appetites and desires, but are boun
by every tie, both of justice and of gratitude, to live

to the will of him whe has thus bought you.

Remember God as your Sanctifier. So weak and
corrupt is the nature of man in consequence of the
transgressioh of our first s, that we cannot serve
God tnh]jr without his grace, without the assist-
ance of Im Eﬂ "That assistance is freely offered to
j"m.nf]rau 1 ask for it—if you will seek 1t in fervent

Apk and ge shall have, says our Lord, seek
mﬂdgam&mﬂﬁnd'; anfi he assures us, that his Ascoenly
Father will give his Holy Spirit to them that ask kim.
Remember, then, that it ia the Holy alone who
can Eﬁ’ﬂctually help gour l@,lfrmtm. Implore his aid
to enlighten your understanding, to give strength to
your good resolutions, to correct and purify your
heart and affections,

Lastly, remember God aa&iour Judge. Never for
a moment forget that God hath sppointed a day in
which he will judge the world in righteousnesss; that
God shall bring every work info judgment, and every
secret thing, whether i be good, or whether it be evil®:
and ever remember, that he who will Jjudge you is'a
Being from whom nothing can be hidden. Al things
are naked and epen to the eyes of him with whom we

b Luke xi. 9. * Acts xvii, 3. t Eecles. xii. b



HABITUAL REMEMBRANCE OF GOD. 3

have lo dot. He is about our path, and about ower
ded, and apieth out all our ways". There is not a
word in our fongue, but God kmowelh it altogether.
He even spieth out the secret thoughts and intents of
the heart. Young people sometimes venture to yield
to temptations to sm, in the hope of concealment:
but there iz no possibility of concesling any thing
from God. If I say, peradventure the darkness shall
cover me, then shall my night be turned énto doy ; yea,
the darkness ia no darkness with God, but the night is
ag clear as the day, the darkness and lght to him are
both alike. Remember therefore that there is no pos-
sibility of escaping the ohservation of an all-seeing
Judgq:. If, in tﬁe high spirits of youth, you are
tempted to walk afier the way of yeur own heart,
according to your own appetites and desires, and

after the sight of your v eyes, yof be assured that for

all these things Gﬂdm:ﬂhﬂﬂgynumjudgm
The keeping r mind of this habitual re-
membrance of » will require some attention and

watchfulness on ]rnur part. Bnth from the distrac-
tions, the cares, and the pleasures of the world, and
from the waywardness of your own heart, you 'lri]l
be in vo small danger of forgeiting him. But reflect,
that tho may forget God, God will not forget

; and think both on the ingratitude, and on the
awful danger of forgetting him. The wicked shall
be turned into hell, and ail the e that
Gnd! {} consider this, e that forget God,

and there be none to deliver you.
Hake wse tﬁerefm of every means in your power
for maintaining the habitual remembrance God

our minds. Often employ yourself in readin
r“*?]:;uiu bouks, and eq:mal'!;] mj;:ld]rmg the hnlg
Seriptures. It was to his early knowledge of the
" Scriptures, that the early piety of Timothy appears
& Heb. iv. 1% T Ps. cxxrix. £ Pu ix. 17,
B2



4 HABITUAL REMEMBRANCE OF GOD.

to be attributed by St. Paul; and the Psalmist
speaks of the study of the word, of God as being the
most likely means of preserving the young and inex-
perienced from the temptations to which they are
exposed ; Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse
his way? Even by ruling himself according to thy
word. Let the Scriptures then, especially the New
Testament, be often in your hand. Read them af-

ively. Read them with an earnest desirc to
understand them, and with a real resolution to regu-
late your faith and practice by what you read.
‘When, for instance, you find any sin forbidden, re-
flect whether you have ever heen guilty of that sin,
and if you have heen guilty of it, implore the forgive-
TSR nl! God through the merits of Jesus Christ ; and
resolve in humble reliance upon the aid of the Holy
Spirit, that you will be guilty of it no more.  If yon
find any duty commanded, any moral grace of charae-
ter recommended and inforcei consider how far youo
have been diligent in the performeance of such duty,
or in the cultivation of such grace or virtue, or how
far you have fallen short of it. Implore the divine
blessing upon what you read. Beseech God to en-
lighten your understanding, so that you may see and .
know what things you ought to do, and alko 1o give
. you grace and power faithfully to fulfil the same.

To preserve the remembrance of God upen your
mind, vothing will contribute more than the habit of
private devotion. Be regular and constaot in ad-
dressing yourself in prayer to the Author and Giver
of all good things. [E'nary morning when you rise to
your daily occupations, and every night when vou
return to rest, remember to fall on your knees before
God, to implore the forgiveness of your manifold
transgreesions, to i;teg of [lim protection and sup-
port, the strengthening of your weakness, and the
supply of your wants. And besides your more re-



