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IN THE MIDST OF LIFE

THE SUITABLE SURROUNDINGS

TIE NIGHT

OxE midsnmmer night o farmer’s boy living about
ten miles from the city of Cincinnati, was following
a bridle path through o denge and dark forest, e
had been searching for some missing cows, and at
nightfll found himsellfa long way from home, and in
a part of the conntry with which he was only partly
familiar. But he was a stout-hearted lad, and, know-
ing his general direction from his home, he plunged
into the forest withouf hesitation, gumided by the
stars, Coming into the bridle path, and observing
that it ran in the right direction, he followed if.

The night was elear, but in the woods it was ex-
ceedingly dark. 1t was more by the sense of touch
than by that of sight that the lad kept the path. He
could not, indeed, very easily go nstray ; the under-
growth on both sides was so thick as to be nlmost
impenetrable. He had gone into the forest a mile
er more when he was surprised to see n fesble gleam
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