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WNewington, Szpe.
20, 1737,
F thefe pious MeprTaTions, of
{o fublime a Genius, fhould be in-
fcribed to any name, there is none but
your’s muft have {tood in the front of
them. That long and conftant inti-
macy of friendfhip with which you
delighted to honour her, that high
efteem and veneration you are pleafed
to pay her memory, and the facred
likenefs and {fympathy between two
kindred fouls, abfolutely determine
where this refpect thould be paid.
Befides, Madam, you well know,
that fome copies out of thefe papers
have been your own feveral years, by
the gift of the deceafed ; and the fa-
vour you have done me lately, by your
permiilion
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permiflion to perufe them, has aflifted
thecorrectionof thefe MasNuscrRIPTS,
and would add another reafon to fupport
this infeription of them, if your fear of
afluming too much honour could but
nave admitted this piece of juftice.

[ know, Madam, your tendernefs
and indulgence to cvery thing Mrs
Row e has written, cannot with-hold
your judgment from fufpecting fome
of her expreflions to be a little too
rapturous, and too near a-kin to the
inngun.ge of the myftical writers; yet
your piety and candour will take no
fuch offence as to prevent your beft
improvement by them, in all that is
divine and hely : And may your retired
hours find fuch happy al%ﬂauces and
clevations hereby, that you may com-
mence the joys of angels, and of bleff-
ed fpirits, before-hand!

And when your valuable life has
been long extended amidit all the tem-
poral bleflings you enjoy, and the
Chriftian virtues you practife, may
you, at the call of God, find a gentle
difmiflion from mortality, and afcend
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on high to meet your deceafed friend in
Paradife! Nor can I fuppofe, that any
of the inhabitants of that blifsfulregion,
will fooner recognize your glorified
fpirit, or will falute your firlt appear-
ance there with a more tender fenfe of
mutual fatisfaction, There may you
join with you beloved Philomela, in
paying celeftial worlhip, in exalted
and unknown forms, to her God and
your God! And may the harmony
of the place be affifted by your united
fongs to Jesus, your common Sa-
viour!

I am, Madam, with great fincerity
and efteem, -

Your mofl fusthifud,
and ebedrent Servant,

[. WA'TTS.
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HE admirable Author of thefe
devotional papers has been in
high efteem among the ingenious and
the polite, fince fo many excellent
fruits of her pen, both in veife and
profe, have appeared in public. She
was early, honoured under the feigned
name of Philemelz, before the world
was allowed to know Mrs Elizabeth
Singer by the name drawn from her
family, or that of Mrs Rowe which fhe
acquired by marrislgci
Though many of her writings, that
were publithed in her life-time, dif-
cover 2 pious and heavenly temper,
and a warm zeal for religion and vir--
tue ; yet the chofe toconceal the Devo-
tions of ber beare, till the was pot be-
vond the cenfure and the applaufe of
mortals, It was enough tgnt God,
whom fhe loved with ardent and {u-
&rcmc affeétion, was witnefs to all her
cret and intenfe breathings after him.
In
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In February laft, he was pleafed to
call herout of our world, and take her
to himielf. Some time after her de-
ceafe, thefe Manufcripts were trani-
mitted to me, all inclofed .in one fheet
of paper, and directed to me at New-
ington, by her own hand. In the
midit of them [ found her letter,
which intreated me to review them,
and commit them to the prefs, This
letter I have thought nr:ccﬁ"a? to fhew
the world, not fo muchto difcover my
right to publifh thefe papers, as tolet
the reader fee fomething more of that
holy and heavenly charadter, which
{he maintained 1in an.uniform manner,;
both in life and deatls:.

It is now almoft: thirty years ago
fince I'was honoured with her acquain-
tance, nor could her great medefly con-
ceal all her Thining graces and accom-
plifhments ; but it is not my province
to give a particular account of this ex-
cellent woman, who has blefled and
adorned our nation and our age. }
expect her temper, her conduét, and
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her virtues, will be fet ina juft and
leafing light among the memoirs of
ﬁﬂr]ifc, by ﬁ}mﬂ nearrelations, towhom
the care of her poctical pieces, and her
familiar letters, is committed,

Thefe Devout Exercifes are animat-
ed with fuch fire, as feeins to fpeak the
language of holy paffion, and difco-
ver them to be the dictates of her heart;
and thofe who were favoured with her
chief intimacy, will moft readily be-
lieveit, The ftyle, I confefs, is raifed
above that of common meditation or
foliloquy ; but letit be remembered,
the was no common Chriftian., As
her virtues were fublime, fo her ge-
nious. was bright and fparkling, and
the vivacity of her imagination had 2
tinéture of the Mule almoft from her
childhood. This made itnaturalfor her
to exprefs the inward fentiments of her
foul in more exalted language, and to
paint her own ideas in metaphor and
rapture, near a-kin to the diction of
poely.

The reader will here find a fpiric
dwelling in flefh, elevated into divine

tran{ports



