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PREFACE,

THERE is an almost uhiversal opinion, honestly entertained
by the Jews, that no coe of the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob truly believes in Jesus as the Son of God, the promised
Messiah. In my boyhood, youth, end early manhood, this
idea was firmly fixed in my mind ; and, whilst possessing a
kindly feeling for almost eﬁ:rj.ruue, a very tidal wave of
loathing would surge through my heart toward a Jewish
convert to Christianity, submerging in its overflow ot
repulsion the noble feeling of tolerance, the only beacon in
the passion-tossed sea of human nature to wam us where td
steer clear of the cruel rocks of bigotry, off the sullen coast
of religious fanaticism, upon which sp many of God’s
children have been wrecked, but wherepn the love-light of
mercy never shines.

Ought it to be a matter of wonderment that many
Hebrews, knowing nothing of the sweet teachings of Jesus,
and being entirely ignorant of the fact that the writers of the
New Testament were Jews, should regard with aversion one

of their own race who becomes a Christian, when we
AZ



iv. PREFACE.

remember how cruelly socalled Christians have treated
God’s ancient people during many centuries? It truly
seems that he has gone over to the ranks of the enemy, and
has become, in the vilest poesible sense, an apostate and a
renegade,

1 recall the time when, as a child, all my inner nature
responded to the lullaby the nurses at home sang to my
baby brothers and sisters—

*f Gentle [esos, meek and mild,
Lock upon a little child,™
But I came tc almost hate His name when, on going to
school, the boys, whom I was told were His followers,
taunted me with being & Jew. This happened less than
thirty years apo in our own dear native land.

In the following pages I have endeavoured to give an
absolutely true statement of my reasons for now believing
the Lord Jesus to be the promised Messiah, and in so
doing have lzid bare the inmost workings of my heart.
Thank God, the gain I expected to make in becoming a
Christian has been fully realized, viz., to be at peace with
Him, and to lead a better, purer, and holier life. I will
briefly sum up my experience by saying : Whilst moving in
Jewish circles, my social pleasures were great, but my
spiritual joy was small; in Christian circles my social
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pleasures have 'lbeen small, but my spiritual joy has been
great.

May the central thought of these pages be found to
breathe the pure harmony of *Peace on earth, goodwill to
men,” as an echo of those sweet tones that resounded
through the world on that glad morn nearly two thousand
years ago, when Jesus was bomn in the fr-off fwoured
village of Bethlehem.

Kind faces in a vision rse,
The Christian and the Jew I spa,
Who meet n love end fraternive,
Benesth the spreading Olive Tree,

In peace, the Cheistlan and the Jew
Are mingling in one happy throog,

Their faces beam with friendship trme,
And goodwill is the only song.

And as they sing the joyous lay,
Time-worn barriers tnmble down,

As prejodices die away
That blotted cur dear Lord’s renown,

And sweetest bads of purest love
Bloom forth cpon the face of all,

Whilst from their lips and eyes above
The fogrant leaves of kindoess fall

Any portion of this work may be reprinted.

Marx LEvy
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CHAPTER I

" Hemember not the sins of my youth, oor my transgressicns ;
according to Thy lovingkindness remernber Thou e, for Thy goodness’
sake, O Lord.'"—PsALM xxv. 7. R.V.

I ask a prayer of all who read the words within this ool ;
And if in future we should meet, I ask a kindly look,

I ask forgiveness for the wrongs I have in past times wrought ;
T ask attention to the truths I have myself been taught,

I ask your love for Isracl’s God, and for your neighbour too ;
I ask you to your own best self to venture to be true.

I ask you to bewail the wrengs that war against us all ;

I ask you to rely on Christ whatever may befall.

I ask you earnestly to seek the Holy Spirit's grace ;

I ask your love for Palestine and Israel's ancient race,

It is with mingled feelings of unbeunded thankfulness to
Almighty God.for His loving kindness and tender merey fo
me, and of decp humility born of the remembrance of
manifold imperfections of character and weaknesses of nature,
that I tzke up ay pen to write and re-write an account of
my spiritual experiences, and thus unicld the workings of
an English Jewish Christian heart,

May I oot confidently ask an interest in the prayers of
every sincere worshipper of the Lord God of Israel, asa
fellow-pilgrim wending his way, sometimes rejoicing, some-
times sorrowing, toward the eternal realms of righteousness ?
Prayer is the precious key that unlocks the pearly gates of
keaven, whence flows the sweet light of forgiving love from
the mercy-seat of God upon the sindarkened consciences
of the children of men. The contrite transgressors cry,

B



