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ADVERTISEMENT.

Having lived in the community of Philadelphia for up-
* wards of forty years, and having won by honest indastry &
fair name and fame in business eireles, T feel myself acquainted
with the temperament of our right-minded eitizens, and fheir
gentiments upon all matters concerning the right of every
freeman to his personal liberty: and therefore, on this score,
foel but little diffidence in presenting my work to their con-
sideration. Having also had considerable personal experience
in the matter of which I write, T come beforc ihem com-
petent to speak, and perhaps to give them a very fair idea
of what transpires within the walls of some of the Tosane
Asylums that are established in our very midst. The object
of these pages is not to vilify, nor to libel or wilfully to in-
jure the good name of any upright man, but simply to spealk
& fow plain unvarnished trutbs in behalf of the poor, helpless
and suffering patients put in these charitics, aud to show why
a strong and positive legislative action should he taken for
their protection.

I only ssk a calm, deliberate reading from my patrons, and
have no anxiety or care ag to the conclusions they may reach ;
and should I but 1ift oue stone upon the pillar of reform in
these matters, I shall content myself’ with this reward of my

labor.
E. HASKELL.
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STATEMENT.

A briel outline of the facts connectod with the confinoment of
Blepecer Haskell in the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Tnsane.

Ebenezer Haskell, an industrious, sober citizen, move than forty
Years o resident of Philadelphis, and long and well known amongst
the leading busincss men of that cily as an energetic and snecessful
mechanie, on the 8th of April, 1866, being over B0 years of age,
files a Petition in the Orphans’ Court of Montgomery County, in
the vight of his wife, Adelaide A, the dunghter of Henry Horn,
deceased, praying o eitation for an scconnt against the Executor,
James H. Horn, of the said Henry Horn, who had then been mors
than fonr years in posscesion of the trust, withoat showing any
account.

This eauses disturbance in the immediate family of My, Haskell,
eonsisting of himself, wife, threo sons and one danghter,

On the 24th of May, 1866, Fbenezer Haskell is arrested, by virtno
of & Warrant issued by Alderman Hutchinson, on the oath of his
son, George W. Llaskell, churging him with “threats, and having a
large dirk knifc” He was bronght befure the Alderman, and no
one appearing aguinst him, was required to give bail in $1000, for
his appearance on the following day, the 25th of May, and in de-
fault of bail was committed to the County Prisoen,

The Constable having him in chavge, surrenders him to the Palico
officers of 4 neighboring Station House, who, aceompanied by his
sons, god fortified by o cortifieate made by a practiving Dentist,
and reading as follows:

“1 have scen and examined Ebencrer Huskell, of Philadelphia
and believe him to be insane.
“JOHN BIREEY,

. - % No. 245 South Sixth St.
@ Philada., May 24, 1806."

Took him to the Insans Department of the Philadelphia Alms House.

On the following day, Dr. 8. W. Butier, whoe at that time had
tharge of that dopartment, gave o certificate of his insanity, which,
as he subsequently said under oath, on the trial of the question of
bis lunacy befors a jury, “was necessarily based on the statement of
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his sons,” and sent him to the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Insane.
Thas, as Judge Brewster so foreibly says in his charge to the jury
in the samse trial, (Legal Int. Dec. 4, 1868, Vol. XXV, No. 48,) *it
appears that o defendant under commitment for o breach of the peace,
was taken first to the Almshouse, and then, upon o certificate cbtained
by the statement of his sons, to an insane asylwm.” = ¥ o o*
¢ If such procesdings can be tolerated, owr constitufions and lmog pro-
Fessing to guard human Liberty are all waste paper.”

On the 12th of Tune, fullowing, he was released by his wite.

On the 28th of September, 1866, at the roquest of his wife and
three sons, and upen the following cortificate:

] have seen and examined B Haskell, of Philadelphia, and
belicve him to be insane. ¢ 8. BAKER, M. D,
£33 Master Street.
September 25th, 1866."

He was again admitted to the insane asylom.

The physician who gave this cortificats, subsequently said nnder
nath, on the trisl of the inguesi of lonacy, that he had no con-
versalion whatever with the patient, against whom this certifionte
was given hetore signing it, and thut he had not had more than
twa or three brief opportunitics of seeing him aven.

On the 10th of November, following, he escaped. On the Tth of
January, 1867, he was again arresied and returped fo the asylom.

On the 5th of Fobruary, following, having heen previously in-
formed that an ingnest of lunacy o test the gquestion of his insanity
would commence procredings that day, and not bheing permitied
to sttend theso prucoedings, as it bad been promised him be
might do, he again escaped, bub was arrested on the same day,
having made no attempt to do more than to be personally present
ab the inguest in which he had so vital an intersgl—lodged over
night at & station hounse of the Philadelphia poliee, and talken back
to the asylum the next day.

At all the subsequent meetings of the inques, which were held
weeldly, and continned il into April, he was present—but alwnys
in charge of & keeper, with little or ne opportunity to confer
with either counsel or frionds, or to summon wilnesses.

He having been found by this inguest, tricd nnder such sirenrm-
stances, insane, and his hope of escupe by means of a verdict in
his favor thas eut off—on the 25th of April, 1867, made his third
ezcapy, and left the State. .
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He roturned again in October, following, and continued to live
with his wife and children until the 17th or 18th of June, 1868.

He was then again arrested, and upon the certificate of Dr,
William O Harkeson and Dr. John Buck, neither of whom had
had any provious acquaintance with him, or mors than two or
three interviews with him, and these nol protracted, again eom-
mitted to the Pennsylvania Hospital for the Inaane.

In the eavly part of Awgust, 1868, o writ of haboas eorpus was
gued ont by his connsel for his reloase ; the Judge before whom &
partial hearing wes had, before completing the hearing or making
o decision, left for Europe. During Lhis delay, on the 9ih of Sep-
tomber, 1868, be made bis fonrth escape, by sealing the outer walls
of the institution,

In making this cscape Mr. Huskell broke Kis leg, but suveseded,
nevertheless, in esoaping the vigilanes of his keepers and getting
to his friends, who took him to the Hospital, at lighth and Pine
Strests, Philadelphia, where he remained somse nine or ten weeks,
till his broken limb |:N§li..1l5l.1._r having in the mesntime been dis-
charged on the hsbess corpns from confivement in tho Tnsans
Azylumn,

Qi Lhe 17th of November, 1863, & trinl in the Court of Common
Pleas, for the City and County of Philadelphia, commenced befors
a jury upon 8 traverse of the inquest previonsly taken, and Insted
till the 28th of the same month, resnlting in & verdist establishing
Lhe sunity of Fhenezer Maskell.

A motion for & pew trial, made immedialely sfter the verdict
was rendered, after o most ablo and oxhaustive argument in favor
of the molivn, was overraled by the Coort on the 6th of March,
1864, the Judge closing his opinion against a new trial with these

words. “I'he ease coald not possibly have been prosecuted or de-
fended with greator ability, snd we feel salisfied that no sdvantags
would resols to the relator (Mr. Hashell's wife) by s second trial”

H.R. W,
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THE TRIAL.
TN LUNAQY.
COMMONWEALTH }Unuﬂ- of Common Pleas,

v, November 17th, 1868,
EBENEZER HASKELT, ) City of Philadelphia.

- Hown. F. CarsoLL BREWSTER, JUDGE.
TURORS,
Adam Newknmaot, Johm Tiyneh, Jobn Hughes,
John Vanfleet, Theodore Mitehel, Charles Lowry,
D, MeLaughlin, John 8. Heylin, George Tuylar,
Jobu 8, Wright, David T. Sheaff,  Isainh Stratton,

George W. Biddle, Attorney forthe Asylum. H. B, Warriner
Attorney for the defendant.

THE EVIDENCE.

Docior 8, P, Jones, withess for the Asylum, affirmed—T am 2
Physician, snd have been since 1855 ; last nine years in Pennsyl-
vanin Llospital for the Inssns, in charge of Male Department.
Male and female scparate.  Average nnmber in that department
165 now, about 1200 in all the time. T have scen & great deal of
insanity ; know Maskell singe 25th of May, 1866, when he was first
sdmitted; he came iu the ssual way. All that time nothing at-
tracted my attention; bis mentsl condition was axeited; he was
oxtremely loquacions; that condition conlinued to some extent
during the time he was there {in latter part enlmer); in fivst part
he showed enmity toward his family ; he remained uplil 22d June;
he was then removed ab wife's request against my advice. I saw
him daily during that period; his mental condition during the
whole time was unsound; calimer fowards the last, though vot
waell; his talle was about his Family and the Horns, particularly
James Henry Horn, administrator of the estate of his father-in-
law. Said he was locked up to prevent him from bringing suit
sgninst Horn., Symptoms of mania are frequently enmity toward
family, aversion to relatives, frequent from mania is active insanily,
excitement and wildness, four forms, viz: melancholy, manis, de-
meniia and monomania. Dementin means absence of mind, mono-
mania on one subject, mania the act in form, and frequently aver-
sive to neares! and dearest.

T pext saw Lim on 28th Sept. 1566, remained until November,
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1866, ho was discharged on November 10th. He ezeaped a fow
days before—(second time snme condition)—not quite as well as
when he left. T saw him daily, and had fair opportunity to
know his condition, his excitement continwed during the whols
time, and he lofino better.  He spoke of his children, wite and Horn,
snd said they had locked him up to get him oat of the way and
keep him from the snit he had brought,

Tis escaped I think this time by sawing off a bar. Ie was an
excellent mechanic. Heremoved screvws as few mechanics couldn’s
do.  Third admission in Jannvary 7, 1867, T saw nothing on him
and took nothing from Lim. Mre. Taskell afterwards elaimed a
Eknife which [ had in the fire procef; be did ot deseribe i) never
gaw il on kim. He sued me before Alderman Hutchinson, Coates
pear Broad, o was discharged on May 17, 1867,  He had escapod

o few days befors.  Saw him daily as before, he eontinned excited
and no hetter when he lefl. He was insane in my opinion when
he loft. Tdon't remember how he left. ITe escaped several times
and was brought back. Discharge menns simply entry on books
not certified of core.  Saw no difference. [Offer to prove his con-
dition in June, 1868, up to present time, ohjocted to and overruled,]

Next saw him Jupe, 1868, fonnd him in hospital in same condi-
tion. He was still insane but did not show as moeh excitement
as formoerly, but his ideas were the same.  He cacaped. 1 saw him
four ov five days after at Lospital, his leg broken, hie langhed abont
it and said it was hetter to be there with a broken leg than in the
Asvlum with a sound one.  llave not seen him sinee until to-day.
Daring my whole knowledge from the spring of 1866 ta the fall of
1868 he was insane.

Cross-examined by H, R. Warriner, connsel for Mr. TTaslell,

I hive but one letier from him. 1le was put In 4th ward firsk
{ime. At night in room alone. During the day in room with
fifleen or twenty other persons, T think he was removed to the
south wing, 20 ward. He has always been in sonth wing, Tth ward,
We visit all the wards alike. We bave different wards for dif
ferent dogrees. Department indieates patient’s condition to a cer-
tain extent. He was put in one of the 4th wards, 8 medinm ward.
Not among the most excited, in the culmest; at other times he was
put in Tth ward; on last admission he was placed thers, but re-
moved to 2d ward again, Alone at night but not in day time;
other excitable patients around Lim in day time.

Attendants were always expected to be in the ward with him,
it was their duty, Tth ward is on first floor, light, three rooms in



