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PREFACE

Artrovce the list of classic Spanish plays edited for the
classroom [s constanily becoming more extensive, the farce
genre has been wholly neglected by our writers of textbooks.
And vet the student cannot properly understand the comedin as
a whole if hiz attention iz directed exclusively to serions plays,
Lo the neglect of thoze humorous triftes without the accom-
paniment of which the longer pieces were never acted.  The
present book iz an attempt to supphy this lack, Tt &s intended
for ztudents of the older drama and, like any other book of
the sort, should be usel anly By those grounded in modern
Spardah.

The sclections illustrate the development of the Spanish
farce asz it grows out of the foss into the eniremés, cut of the
enfremes into the safncte, It i helieved that the injection of
a little mare humor inte the Spanish Doama Course will in-
crease the student’s intereat in this form of literature. The
playva chosen, thoueh pozzessing muoch of the sabor de la Herruca,
have comic siturtions universal in theic appeal.  In view of
the success with which several of Cervantes’ farces have been
acted in a number of our Universities, it is hoped and believed
that most of the selections in this book will prove suitable
for dramatiz representation by Spanish Conversation Clubs.

Some teachers muy wonder at the inclusion of such a picee
as £l entremés de refranes. This was chosen because it offers
& convenient approach to the atudv of proverb lore. Proverbs
run through nearly the whole of Spanish literature. An
understanding of them is essentind to the appreciation of
almost any Spanish masterpliece. Al some point in his course
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the student’s attention shoeuld be especially focuzed upon
then.

The Vocabulary is the work of my wile, Emily C. Nerthup.
1 desire to thank the iolowing gentlemen for the valuable
advice they have given me on cerlain didiculties of detul:
Professor Rarl Pietsch, University of Chieago; Trofessor
E. €. Hills, University of Indiana; Professor F. O, Reed,
University of Wisconsin; Mr. Carlos Castillo, University of
Chicago, and Dr. Alexander Green of D C, Heath & Company.
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