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INTRODUCTION.

AgT EnUCATION 16 8 subject so broad in itself, of auch great impor-
tance in all practical life, and so valuable educationally, that instruetion
in it should begin contemporanecusly with edueation in language and
in number. The Kindergartner begins it even earlier, a lesson in form
being among the very first lessony given. Art Education in its clementary
stages is an education in the variations, modifications, and applications of
form.
The simple elements of form should be taught in every primary school.
The educstion of the eye in seeing form, and of the hand in expressing it
must precede and lead to the education of the mind in comprebending the
principles which govern its representation and application. It will be noted,
by looking over the schemes for the work of the two priraary years, that no
goomatric form ia given technically until children have been made familiar
with it by obeervation and imitation. ¥ First see, then do, then know.™

OBJECT OF PRIMARY ART EDUCATION.

Art Education shoulil be introdnced into primary schools as & means of
leading children to see, and to represent what they see; and also of lead-
ing them to give attention, {0 remember, to imagine, to create, and finally
to think by exercise of the_:)haemﬁan, memory, and judgment. .

NATURE OF THE FRIMARY COURSE.

This Primary Course in drawing begins with lessons in form from the
solid, which lead through surface, face, edge, and line, to a point.

Books, mere wordy, and even good instruction, are not sufficient for
teaching little children. Perception muat first be cultivated. Actual ob-
jects must ba presented. Therefore the first lessons in form sre from the
gimple geometric solids, — the gimpleat chjects which can be found.

These solids should be in the hands of every teacher who attempts this
eourse of instroetion. Tt should be well understood, however, that primary
lessons in drawing should not introduce the representation of more than
one face of any of these solids in a single drawing. Children should learn

&



6 INTRODUCTION.

thie facts of the forms of the solide by handling and by ebserving them, and
by representing them by drawing and in other ways. In the case of solids,
and objects with rounding surfaces, as cylinders, vases, efe., children may
e taught to look for two dimensions, the height and the width. No attempt
to teach the laws of perspective shounld be made, as they involve foo many
difficulties.

If children are thus led to discover the surfaces, corners, and edges of the
solids, and if they learn to see that the edges are lines, they will learn to
represent objoets by drawn lines with comparative ease ; for they will be abls
to see the lines in the objects. The ordivary method of teachimg drawing,
only from lines drawn on the blackboard or printed on paper, leads chil-
dren very naturally to think that lines arc to be seen only on a flat surfoce.

A line is simply length : o line is represented as nearly as it is possible to
represent it by a drawn line. The line drawn upon the bLoard, upon tha
slate, or upon paper, is really only s representation of a line. The edge of
a solid also represents a line.

If ehildren learn at the gutset to see the lines in objects, 03 well as those
drawn on any surfoce, their way of looking st and of sesing an object will
be materially changed; and they will acon learn to diseover the forms of
objects which they would not have seen without this nstraction.

These pralimingry form lessons having been given, the regular work in
drawing then begine, and is carried from the point through the line to
simple geometric fipures, and to elementary desipn and object-drawing
based on the m"mp]a geomebric figures, The teacher, however, should vymder- -
stand fully at the outset that nothing but childish work can be expected
from primary children, and therefore shonld not aim at great excellence of
manual execution, but should rather seek to develop ideas of forin in a
simple, natural way.

In this courss very little technical instruction is to be given, and the
work ghould be Inrpely imitative, Children are *to see and to do;™ thus
becoming acgnainted with the warious figures, rather by secing and by
drawing than by means of technical explanations. Curved lines are intre-
duced early in the conrse, but they are to be merely imitated. In the
second yesr the first year's work is reviewed, the characteristics of the
fipures are to be more carefully explained, and some eimple principles of
design are to be taught., The variety so necessary in work for children is
attained by u constant change in the manner of giving the lesson; obser-
wation, judgment, memory, and attention Leing specially appealed to by
turn. The course hay bean very carefully praded, so thet the exercises
given ghall awaken and direet mental activity in a simple aud natural
manner.

LESSONE BHOULD BE GIVEN BY RECULAR TEACHERSB.

The lessons should be given hy the regular teachers under competent
supervision. Ons who understands the general principles of teaching does
not need special artistie gifts for this work. Thousands of persons teach
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arithmetic suecesafully who possess no special mathematical gifts; and the
principles of elementary Art Education are no more difficult to master than
those of arithmetic. :

MOULDIKG TN CLAY.

Moulding in clay is an important auxiliary in the teaching of form; and
itz use should be contemporanecus with, and complementary to, the use of
eolida as objects. Moulding is such simple work, and such a delight to the
children, and withal ¢can be introduced into the scheols 2o readily and so
cheaply when the teacher Enows how to conduet the exercize, that it is
sarnestly to be hoped that the time will soon come when this most important
feature will be introduced inte every primary school.






