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Some Opinions of the Press

“ Prof. Bargaon has done a very valuable piece of work,  We know of no book
on the libertaninn side which treaks the question at issue with so much depth and
sabtlety or which deals with the special problems of psychotogical analysis with
mare fineness and accuracy.” —Speaker.

*We trust the foregolng inadequate summary of Berpson’s position will prompt
curiosity to pass on to the study of this most able work, which is very far removed
from the forcible-feeble essays usmally put forth by theological apologists,
Rerpson has beeny a Professor al the Collégre de Frines sines 1ooo0, and has a”

world-wide repmtation, M Pogson’s teanslation is exceedingly well done'—
Literary Guide,

“f The book will well repay careful perusal by all who ere inelined towards the
mare serions problems of life,  We feel sure that Prof. Bergson's analysis of the
several perplaxing problems thet enter into the seope of Wis book will be highly
valued.  FLis volume, a0 fortunately rendered more accessibile in this especial
good translation, should finda place in the libeary of cvery student of philosophy.
—Acaddmy,

“Prof. Bergsen's " Time and Free Will' in Mr Dogeon’s excellend transiation,
will ke hearlily welcomed by all English-spesking studenis of philosophy.™—
Westminsier Review,

UNIFORM WITH THIS VOLUME
MATTER AND MEMORY

By Hewrr BrrcsoN, Member of the Institute, FProfessor at
the Colltge de France. Authorised trapslation by Nawcy
MarcaRET Pavn and W. Scorr Paimer.  Medium Bvo.

Cloth, 1o5 6d. nck.  #ird Edition,
[Litrary of Philosofrhy

Some @pinions of the wess

“Thongh it gan hardly e claimed thal Bergson has completely solved the
cxtrzordinay comples and difficalt prohlem of memory and least of all the
mystery of matter, it may be sdmilted uymgeadpingly that he hes clanfied the
obscarities of the former prollery lo a eonsideralle extent, and has, above all,
rendered great service by the mastedly way in which he points out the insuperable

difficelties of the materialistic position, . . . This excellent imanshation,”—
Tha Quesl.

00 M. Bergeon's three works the present is that which appeals most (o the
educator Tecawse of the cxeellent treatment of the very practical subjects af
wemary and attention, We do not look fora final decision of such problems as
are here deale with, bat ne one can rise from reading this book and retain un-
changed the views with which he be il, To say shis of a book of psycho-
metaphysics is to say much.""-—-}uumaﬂf Education.

“ As in the case of the former volame the translator of this second volume has
the author’s assistance and approval, and the author has also written for it o new
d : b ; ;
Introduction, superseding thet which accompenies the original work. In this
volume, alse, the translators have given a nwmber of vseflul marginal summaries
and & copious index."—Wasiminsfar oviem,
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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE

HeNR! Louis BErGsoN was born in Paris, October
18, 1859. He entered the Ecole normale in
1878, and was admitted agrégé de philosophie
in 1881 and docteur és lettres in 188g. After
holding professorships in various provincial and
Parisian lycées, he became maitre de conférences
at the Ecole normale supérieure in 1897, and
since Tgoo has been professor at the Collége de
France. In 1gor he became a member of the
Institute on his election to the Académie des
Sciences morales et politiques.

A full list of Professor Bergson's works is given
in the appended bibliography. In making the
following translation of his Essai sur les données
immédiates de la comscience I have had the great
advantage of his co-operation at every stage,
and the aid which he has given has been most
generous and untiring. The bock itself was
worked out and written during the years 1883
to 1887 and was originally published in 188g.
The foot-notes in the French edition contain a
certain number of references to French trans-
lations of English works. In the present trans-
lation I am responsible for citing these references

from the original English. This will account
v
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for the fact that editions are sometimes referred
to which have appeared subsequently to 188g.
I have also added f{airly extensive marginal
summaries and a full index,

In France the Fssa¢ is already in its seventh
edition. Indeed, one of the most striking facts
about Professor Bergson’s works is the extent
to which they have appealed not only to the
professional philosophers, but also to the ordinary
cultivated public. The method which he pursues
is not the conceptual and abstract method which
has been the dominant tradition in philosophy.
For him reality is not to be reached by any
elaborate construction of thought: it is given
in immediate experience as a flux, a continuous
process of becoming, to be grasped by intuition,
by sympathetic insight. Concepts break up the
continuous flow of reality into parts external to
one another, they further the interests of language
and social life and are useful primarily for prac-
tical purposes. But they give us nothing of the
life and movement of reality; rather, by sub-
stituting for this an artificial reconstruction, a
patchwork of dead fragments, they lead to the
difficulties which have always beset the intel-
lectualist philosophy, and which on its premises
are insoluble, Instead of attempting a solution
in the intellectualist sense, Professor Bergson
calls upon his readers to put these broken frag-
ments of reality behind them, to immerse them-
selves in the living stream of things and to
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find their difficulties swept away in its resistless
flow.

In the present volume Professor Bergson first
deals with the intensity of conscious states. He
shows that quantitative differences are applicable
only to magnitudes, that is, in the last resort,
to space, and that intensity in itself is purely
qualitative. Passing then from the comsideration
of separate conscious states to their multiplicity,
he finds that there are two forms of multiplicity :
quantitative or discrete multiplicity involves the
intuition of space, but the multiplicity of conscious
states is wholly qualitative. This unfolding
multiplicity constitutes duration, which is a
succession without distinction, an interpenetration
of elements so heterogenecus that former states
can never recur. The idea of a homogeneous
and measurable time is shown to be an artificial
concept, formed by the intrusion of the idea of
space into the realm of pure duration. Indeed,
the whole of Professor Bergson's philosophy
centres round his conception of real concrete
duration and the specific feeling of duration which
our consciousness has when it does away with
convention and habit and gets back to its natural
attitude. At the root of most errors in philosophy
he finds a confusion between this concrefe duration
and the abstract time which mathematics, physics,
and even language and commeon sense, substitute
for it. Applying these results to the problem
of free will, he shows that the difficulties arise



