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For a long tlme doukt exlstad and still oxiste oz ta which of fle
varly Jirginson elergymaen 9 representsd by the frontiepiece  here
glvern, There are three of theas poritealis whlch T oaio ipelioe] fo b
lieve to be of Franvis aod pot of his son, Jebkn

Boo Chpe o f@esds, Bn Vice Tleestopn Shake lonase, s povonanndel] by xDorts
to be the original, thotgh baviag an unexdldnel date upoes 16 which
hae plways cast doube over tée dentity of this porceait,

2 There 15 anothier al the FEsaex Instilple o Hilern which wae given
Lo ft by omy tather dn 1855 amd was regorded o Ris day, as it ls even
nowe By musny, B= a portrait of the Rov, Jobhn, the sen of Francis,

do Chers b2 vel anotiier ol Worcester, Dno il possession of  the
Ameriran Antlguarien  Society which la obviously o copy of that in
Boston, yet is belioved In Worcester to represent Francig Higeinson,
the first immigrast.

Tha hest authurity on the whole aubject shosll e the e, e, Wil-
Ilzrn Bentley, of Salem, Mass, the most esteermed of all antiquariana
in his day. He, 1t was, whoe gave this third copy o the Amorican An-
Liguarinn Sceciety  ami wiho in his 71 e rineion of Salem'” (Mas=ichu-
getta Historienl Bociely's Collactions for 1T, po 275) gays:—"Thare 18
an half-length peintiog of irancis Higginson in the councll chamber,
at Bostown, ko Wee o] stisle=togses", Wacther endiction as oo the Jdetails
relating to these theee porieaivs may be foand in my “Life of Fraocels
Fjpgingon'", pp. 131-143,
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INTRODUCTION.

O Satarday, the 25th of Apeil, 1629, two ships set zail
from Gravesend for the two months’ voynge to Awerica.
Chse of these wus the < Talbot” and the othicr the « Lyon's
Whelpe,” aud on the former of the two was Francis
Iligreinson, fivst religions © teacher™ in Salem, and first
of the pame to set foot on New England soil.  Pollowing
is the “agreement ” or “ true note of the allowance that the
New Eppland Company gave by common eonscnt and
order of their court and counsell granwed anto Mr, Franeis
Iiggingon, minjster, for his maintesance in New Eng-
landd, April 8, 16287

1. Imprimis, Lhet 30 & o mooey shall be forlhwith
paid Lim by the Companyes treagnrar Lowands e chardyes
of fitting himself willi apparell and otlier secessaryes for
his voyage.

w3 Ttem, that 10 L more shall be paved over by the
suid trensurer towawds the providing ol Looks for present
11HE.

~ . Tten, that he shall have 30 1 yearely paid him for
three yesres to beginne from the tyme of his Grst wrivall
in New Englomd @ and so o be sccounted wnd paid him
it the end of every yeare,

s, Ttem, that during the swid tyme the Company
shall provide for him and his family necessaryes of dictt,
housing and Grewood ; and shall Le att charges of trans-
porting him into New Eoglamd: And at the end of the
gaid 3 yeares, if he shall vot like fo coutinue there any
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vi INTRODUCTION.

longer, to be at the charge of transzporting him backe for
England.

#5.  Ttem, thal in conveniont tyme an hounse shall be
built, and eertayne lands allotted thereunto ; which during
Lis stay in the courtry and eontinuance in the ministry,
shall bee for his vnse; and after his death or removall the
gune to be for gueceeding mwinislers,

wfi.  Ttem, ul the expiration of the said 3 yeares an 100
acres of land shall be ussigued 1o him and his heives for-
gvar.

« 7. Itom, that in cose Les slall depart this life in that
country, the said Company shall lake care for his widdow
during her widdowhood and aloade in that conntry and
plantation ; and the like for his children whilst thoy re-
maine upon the said plantation,

¢ 8. Itew, that the milke of 2 kyne shall bee appointed
towards the churdges of diele for him and his familye as
aforcsaid, sod halle the ineresse of calves during Lhe said
3 years: But the suid 2 kyne, and the other halfe of the
increase to returne bo the Cowpany ob the end of the suid
3 years.

« 8 ltem, that he ghall have liberty of carvying over
bedding, linnen, brasse, ivon, pewter, of his owne, for his
necessary use during the said tyme.

w10, [tem, that if he continue 7 years upon the said
plantation, thal then 100 acres of land more shall be al-
totted Lim for bim and Lis for ever.

e was also promized a “man seyuant to take care and
look to his thiogs, and io cateh Bim fish and foule and
provide other things weediull and alsoe two mwaid seruants
to look to his family,”

Praneis Higeinson wus baptived Auvgust 6, 1556, al
Cluybrooke, Letcestershive, England.  He was the son of
the lev. John Higeinson, who was a graduate of Jesus Col-



IETRODTOTION, vii

lege, Cambiridge, B A, 1564-5, nud ML A, 15658, and was
afterwards viewr of the parish of Clavbrooke from 1571
to 1624, There is a teadition in the Murlow (Engelandy
Lianch of the fumily that be lived and performed his du-
ties ns a clergyman until the age of one hundred and four,
when he was suddenly drownod by the vising of o brook
ws e was returning froom eharch.  However this wmay be,
we kuow that he yae viesr for fifty-thres voars.

Of the still carlicr progenitors of the fumily, littde is
ot reeord. We know that ene Joune Higginson, who may
bave heen the paternal grandmother of Francis Iiggic-
aon, dyine a widow in the sixteenth contury, begueatled
£T a year Lo the poor of Derlkeswell, County Warwick,
England.

Francis Higeinson was, like Lig father, a student of
desus College, Cianbvidre, taking his 13, Al degree in 1000-
10, wnd pechaps that of 3. A, in 1618, [tis suid that he
became curale nud assistunt fo his tathey at Clayhbrooke.
We are nol lold Tinw Jong hie beld this position, bul 6 is
elear that he becarne ware and wore dissatisfied witl the
Established Clureb s ik then wis, until finally he became
g consclentlous non-conformist.'”

In the beginniug of the year 1629, a large number of
rich merchants obiained » charter from King Charles I, by
which they were incorporated uuder the title of © The
Governor and Company of the Mussnchnsetts-Boy in New
Eugland,” and their purpose was to send over ships with
“rordly and honest men™ lo begin w plantation  there.
Accordingly Francis Higgivson wus oue of those asked
to set sail with his family for the New World, and be -
rived in Salem Harhor oo June 29, 1629 With him eame
Samuel Skelton, another minister, who wus to divide with
Lim the duties of the church in Salen,



