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DEDICATION

Tais book is dedicated to the memory of my friend
Lizutenant Gustavus Conlsow of the Kimg's Own
Scottish Borderers, who fell al Lambrechifontein on
May 19, 1501,

The Colonel in command writes that in that action
Lieutenant Conlson rallied some men and saved a
gun from folling into the ememy's hands, He lost
his life in bringing off @ wounded man from under
the ememy's fire, For thix deed, the last of many
deeds as brave, ke was recommended for the Victoria
Crass,

I knew him from kis childhood, and on the march
from Lindiey 1o Pretovia, and thence far sowth to
Basutoland, we often rode topether, and lalked of
West Coumiry sport and kir Devonshire home and
Saces thas we both knew and loved there.

A keen soldier, @ cheery comrade, and a brave
and kindly English gentieman, he stands, it seems to
me, the very fype of those gallant boys who in this
Sowth African war have died for England,






PREFACE

Tuese letters were written without any idea of
publication, and it was not until I had been home
some months that suggestions from one or two
sources caused me to think of printing them.
They appear much as they were written, except
that sometimes several letters dealing with the
same event have been thrown into one: and
occasionally a few words have been added to fill
up gaps. In no case have I been wise after
the event, or put in prophecies which had already
come off.

The parts in inverted commas are extracts
from note-books which I used to carry about in
my pocket, and these passages I have left just as
they were jotted down, thinking that such snap-
shots of passing scenes might have an interest
of their own.

It is unlucky from a descriptive point of view
that the big actions and fine effects should all
bave occurred during the first part of the war,
leaving the dulness and monotony for the later
stages. During the [ast six months of my
service it was not my chance to see any important
action, though slight skiril“'lishing was constant, and



