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PREFACE.

TEE title of this vobuma i# ﬂh*icf:l_w,r indicative of its
contents. My cbjeet has heen to present, in a
pepular styls, s series of sketches of some important
traneections in the history of the Middle Ages,
which, az elsewhers obserred, stand apart, in motive
and conduct, from the commeon history of natioma;
—and to present them so se to invite s comparison
of thosa motives and actions with the doetrines and
preceptza of Divine Revelation. In addition to this,
Thava simed at producing s work of eomparatively
small bulk, and at a price not beyond the reach of
the many to whom this description of litarabure
may bear an inviting aspect.

In pursuance of theee designs, I have found it
desirable to pass slightly over those merely con-
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necting events which, in a full and complete bistory
only, would require more elsborate considaration
and also, to leave almost untouched some collateral
subjects, which such a history must, necessarily,
have embodied.  But what may be looked upon ss
loat in completeness, has probably been gained in
simplicity and perspienity ; and—having omitted
nothing that seemed essential to my plan—1T troet
that the following pages will convey to the readers
clear, correct, and vivid impression of the eybject
of which they treat.
Gine. B Baremwt.



