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PREFACE.

i

“QOur FarM oF FoUr Acres,” as originally pub-
lished, was a charming picture of suburban rural Iife,
with all the difficulties and perplexities attending
the change from town to country life. These were
painted somewhat coulewr de rose, hut they carried
conviction to the veader that the author’s impressions
were conveyed with perfect good faith. It was re-
ceived, moreover, with so much favour, both by the
publig and the press, that the author was eailed upon
more than once to express gratitude for the kind
reception the liftls book had met with,

Jn the present edition the persomal experiences
which pave a charm to the book have been preserved
intact ; but many years Lave elapsed since the events
narrated actually took place. The world has ad-
vanced in kuowledge and experience since then, and
some few corrections have become necessary, but
it also ocourred to the editor and his advisers that
there were deficiences in the book which more
Enowledge and riper experience might supply with
great advantage to that portion of the public interested
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in such subjects, The management of the garden
was very briefly dealt with, and certain failures were
related which greater experience would have turned
into suceesses. Under this impression, the whele
work has been very carefully revised, and large addi-
tions made to it, many chapters absolutely new being
added in order to describe processes which might
have been adopted with advantage on such a farm as
it is intended to describe. Among these may he
mentioned the management of poultry, so strangely
neglected by British farmers on either a large or small
seals. This sulject has been greatly enlarged, and its
usefulness will not be disputed by the economist,
who remembers the many millions of eggs, poultry,
and rabbits we receive from France and Belgium in
the course of each year

Our chapters on Gardening will be found full,
“informing, and wholly new, and written with the
thorough knowledge of an adept. The writer's
strictures on fanmners’ gardens throughout the country
are unfortunately too true. They are, taken as a whole,
disgraceful to men who ought to kmow better, whose
daily occupation slould be the study of vegetable
physiology, whose gardens ghould be fields of experi-
ment, Our little book will bring joy and happiness
into many a rural home, without adding much to its
expenditure, if it directz attention to the improve-
ment of rural garden cultuze.
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Every farm garden should be furnished with such
choice specimens of vegatables, fmits, and fowers as
would rival those described in this little volume, and
even those grown in much more pretentious gardens,
for their owners have the mieans at hand, and their
ceeupation should supply the necessary knowledge.

We have enormously increased the capabilities of
“Our Farm™ by adding to it a water meadow, Without
this our increased stock muat have starved ; with it
we might have doubled our stock with advantage, as
everyone who possesses such o meadow must confess.
Such meadows, even without the sewage arrange-
ment, yield a profit of forty per cent, according to
the soundest agriculturists on the large scale.

Previous to this genem! revisal, the writers of
*Our Farm ™ Tad adopted many vgeful hints theown
out by their carly evitics, Some rather scrid banter
bad been directed against them in reference to their
money-making ; they were asked if their servants
worked for notling—if their landlord kept everything
in repair? Well, they paid their sorvants liberal
wages—tlis is always the lest economy; they did not
bring them into their fanuing account, because they
must have had them under any cireumstances. The
landlord was bound by agreement to uphold gates
and buildings; they had no hedges; a stream runs
round the meadows and forms the boundary for the
greater part on one side ; on the other, o pood wall



