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PREFACE.

This paper is an attempt to apply the principles of sociological
theory to the interpretztion of the denmomination of Christians
varinnsly known in carly history in Germany, sometimes as
Pietista, becanse most of them had originally been Fietists, of.
ten as Anubaptists becanse they baptised those who had heen
chriatened when infants, or, again, as Dompelaers, from the fact
that their mode of baptism was immersion. Today they are pop-
ularly known by the varions names, Duankards, Dun kers, Tunk-
ers, but among themselves as Bretbren, or officially as German
Baptist Brothren. Their popular cogneman today, Donkers, is
gimply the anglicised form of the German noan, derived from
the old German verb fitunken", fo dip, which corresponds to the
modern German verb ¢‘taufen,’’ and means what our anglicised
Greek word ‘baptists’* means. By their very name, therefore,
the Dnkers are to ba classed as baptista.

From the eociological etandpoint they rmust be classified as a
voluntary, oultural association, whose purpose was the promotion
of certain doctrines and costoms. Tt was one of the constituent
socicties of the larger, half feudal, half civil, mocial unit, the
provinee of Wittgenstein, Therefore, from the standpoint of
the hietoricnl study of society, the Dunker church belongs to
that stage called civilization, or Demogenic Association, as Pro-
fesmor Giddings hus called it.  Its origin lay withio the military-
religious subdivision of that stage, the greatest part of ite his-
tory within the subdivision called the liberal-legal, and the latter
part within the economic-ethical. Nevertheless, within thege nar-
row limits historically, the¢ Dunker church represents in its his-
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tory sll the steps found in the development to be observed in the
evolution of sny society.

The method of approach might have been strictly sociological,
were it not for the fact that the Dunker church began its devel-
opment in Earope, but was interrupted in its bistory there, and
had to start agaio from the beginning in America. Therefore,
the study of the movement in Burope will be largely a wtudy of
social origing, and only in 2 minor &ugm of social development.
On the other hand, while the origin of the movement in Ameri-
ca must be noticed, becunse it originated there independently of
the movement in Europe, the major part of attention will be
given to the stepsin the evolution of the Dunkers in social popu-
lation, sociul mind and sovial organization.

The multiplication of the Dunker. population from a small
company of disconraged memburs flceing from the avil conditions
in Crefeld, Prussia, and settling in {fermantown, Pennaylvania
and vicinity, to & grest company of more thun one hundred
thousand people, and its expansion from the esstern part of
Pennsylvanin slong ihe natoral reates of travel into all the agri-
oultnrsl parts of the United States will be traced, and the causes
noticed.

Then the evolution of the social mind of this sect will be
traced from the mental and practical resemblance that was based
upon the like response to stimulus, which living under similar
circumstances in Germany had produced, on throngh concerted
volition, which resulted in the purposive organization,

Then, the evolution of the prganization will be truged from
the first spontanenus association of the simplest kind up through
the various siages of development that led to a firmly compacted
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organization with an increasingly complex cemposition and a
clearly defined constitotion.

Lastly, the influence upon them in every way of the demeo-
cratic society in which the Dunkers found themselves, ss the
country developed about them and population incressed, and
demootatic ideas were disseminaled, will be noticed,

In the last chapter & summary of the processes described in
the previous chapters, will be made. )

Besides the partionlar acknowledgments made in the foot notes
and the bibliography, I wish to acknowledge special indebtednens
to Professor Giddinge, for help and inspiration received from bis
booksand from lectures in Columbia Univeraity; to Professor Rob-
inson for kindly oriticisms on certain portions of the paper; to
Professor McGiffert of the Union Theologicsl Seminary for help
received from his lectures on the period of church history in
which this study falls; to Professor Martin Grove Brumbangh, of
the University of Pennsylvania for valnable suggestions as to
sonrces and literatnre on the history of the Dunkers; and to Pro-
fessor L. L. Garber, Professor of English in Ashland College,
Ashland, Ohio, who haa read the paper in manuscript, and given
me the bensefit of his good judgment on matters of literary form
and stetement.






