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INTRODUCTION.

CHAT'TER 1.

THE AUTHOR OF THE EFISTLE.

I. THE name of Facdber or Facef—which, after passing
through various chances and changes of form, Spanish Jage
and Portuguese Xapsee (pronounced Haymed) and Italian (ia-
coms and Freneh Fespuss and Famd, and Scotch Hawrsf, has
&t Jast dwindled into our monosyllabic Pamtes—was natorally,
as having been borne by the great Pattiarch whom Israel claimed
as its progenitor, a favourite name among the later Jews!, In
the New Testament we find twa, or possibly theee, persons who
bore it: (1) James the son of Zebedee. (2) James the son of
Alphegs. Poth of these appear in all the lists of the Twelve
Apostles. (3} There is a James described ag the son of a Mary
and the brother of a Joses or Joseph {Matt. xxvii. 56, Mack
xv. 40}, and a comparison of that passage with John xix 2g,
defines this Mary as the wife of Clifer (not Cleophas as in
the English Version) and possibly alse {though the con-
shruction 15 nmot free from ambipuity) as the sister of our
Lord’s mother, To his name is attached the  epithet, not
of “the less™ as in the English wersion, as though it indi-
cated difference in age or position, but of the *litde™ as an

1 It is mat without & feeling of regret, that I adapt in this vclume the
form in which the historical associations of the name have entirely dis-
appeared. Uzage, howaver, in sach = matter, must be accepted as the
Jfur ef mormo loguendi,
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epithet descriptive in his case, g3 in that of Zacchzus (Luke
xix. 3%, of his stature. (4} There is a James whose name
appears, together with Joses and Simon and Judas, in the
lists of the “ brethren® of the Lord, in Mart. xii. 55, Mark vi. 3,
and who is so deseribed by 5t Paulin Gal i o St Paul'swayef
speaking of him there and in Gal ii. g, 12, leaves not a shadow
of doubt as to the identity of this James with the one who
occupies so prominent a position in the Church at Jervsalem in
Acts il 17, xv. 13, 200, 18,

The Epistle of St James may have been written, as far as the
description which the writer prives of himself fs concerned, by
any one of these four, reserving the question whether the deslt:rip-
tiong cgtmected with (2), (3} and (4} give us any prounds for
belicving that the three accounts refer to two or éven to one
person only.

II, The hypothesiz that the son of Zebedee, the brother of
the beloved disciple, was the writer of the Epistle, has commonly
been dismissed as herdly calling for serious comsideration, It
is pot, however, withaut a cettain amount of external authority,
and has recently been maintained with considerable ability by
the Rev, F, T. Bassett in a Commentary on the Epistle (Bag-
sters, 1876). . It may be well therefore to begin with an nquiry
into the prounds en which it rests.

{1) The oldest MSS. of the earlier, or Peshite, Syriac version,
ranging Fom the gth to the 8th century, state, in the superscrip-
tion or subscription of the Epistle, or both, that it is an Epistle
Uof Tames the Apostle™  Printed editicns of the Syriac Version
state more definitely that the three Epistles {James, 1 Peter, and
1 John) which that versien inclodes, were written by the three
Apostles who were witnesses of the Transfiguration, but it is
uncertain on what M5, autharity the statement was made. As
far then as this evidence goes, it is of little or no weight in
determining the anthorship. It does not go higher than the
fifth cemtury, and leaves it an open question whether * James
the Apostle” was the son of Zebedee, or the son of Alphaeus, or
the brother of the Lord, considered az having been raised to the
office and title of an Apostle,
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(2) A Latin MS. of the New Testament, giving a version of
the Epistle prior to that of Jerome, states more definitely that it
was written by " JTames the son of Zebedee,” but the MS. is not
assigned to an earlier date than the ninth century, and is there-
fore of Little or ne weight as an authority, Neither this nor the
Syriac version can be Iooksd on as giving more than the con-
jecture of the transcriber, o, at the best, a comparatively late
and wocertain tradition.

(33 Admitting the weakness of the external evidence, Mr
Bassett rests his case mainly on internal. It was, be thinks, 4
Jfriort improbable that one who cocupied 50 prominent a place
amohpg the Apostles during our Lord’s ministry, whose name
as one of the * Sona of Thunder™ (Mark iii. 17} indicates con-
gpicuous energy, should have passed away without Jeaving any
written memerial for the permanent instruction of the Church.
It is obvious, however, that all & gr7esd arguments of this nature
are, in the highest degree, precatious in their character, and
that their only value lies in preparing the way for evidence of
another kind.

{4) The internal coincidences on which Mr Baseett next lays
stress are in themselves so suggestive and instructive, even if
we do not admit his inference from them, that it seems. worth
while to state them briefly.

{g) There iz, he points out, 2 strong resemblance between
the teaching of the Epistle and that of John the Baptist, as is
sCen, €. ., 10 comparing

James i za, a7 with Matt il &

wevins He KB, 36 .., Lukeiik 11

pipasy iofg 20 ... Mall iil. g
vee Wy I—H we  Mait iii. To—i3.

And he infers from this the probability that the writer had been
one of those who, like Peter, John and Andrew, had listened to
the preaching of the Baptist.

() There are the frequently recurring parallelisms between
the Epistle and the Sermon on the Mount, which strike the
attention of well-nigh every reader.



