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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

HE prcat interest inspired by Miss Alcott’s
“ Lattle Men ™ has led to the inguiry il ever
there was or could be a sehool ke Plumficld ; and
she lus proposed ihe republication of the = Record
of a Schoul,” which was published thirly-eight years
agry, wnd which ﬂuggésl-ed gome of ihe scencs de-
geribed in *f Little Men™
In & nole that lics befors mo Miss Aleott suys:
“The methods of education so suceessfully tried in
the Temple long ago are so kindly weleomed now,
—even the very inperfect hints in the story, — that
I cannot consent o receive the thanks and commen-
dations due to another.
¢ Not only is it a duty and a pleasure, but there
is a certain fitness in making the childish fiction
of the daughter play the grateful part of herald to
the wise and beautiful troths of the father, — truths
which, for thirty years, have been silently, helpfully
living in the hearts and memoriea of the pupils who
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never have forgotten the influences of that time and
teacher.”

In aceeding to thiz proposition, I find myself,
however, in the somewhat embarrassing position of
seeming to affirm some crude ideas of my own, in-
evitably mingled with the parrative, and which in
thirty-six yearas have given place to clearer ones.
While my maturer ace indorees ihe instinet which
led me to set forth so lovinely this actmil and most
genuing outgrowih of Me. Aleolt’s mind, and I
believe wilh him—pow a3 then —that education
Mal intellectual, and Fpmtual as well as

ot . g L L

phjﬂcui from the very heginning af 11f‘c, 1 have
ebma to doubt the dL’rmls of hna mﬂ’rh.»::n:l of proves
dure; and I think that he will not dizagree with
me ihat Froebel's method of cullivading children
thiroupgh ardistic 'E}I‘ﬁdlli_-l-lﬂll in the childish sphere
of aflection and fﬂuc_f.-', is a ‘healthlcr aml more cifec-
tive way than sclf- inspeetion, ft:rr at least those years
of a child’s life 1:"3f{!1‘“l3 the nge of seven.

Tut wlnlrj[ .r_m;.- t]ua in juptice to my own maturer
ideas of eduocation, whicli at the present moment I
am very much engaged in propagating, and would
embody in institutions, 1 hm sacred respect for

the cxperiment made hy WM. Aleott. 1 believe his
school was a marked benefit to every child with
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whom he came into communication; for he was a
greater influcnee, immessurably, than his specifie
method. The moral communion elleeted by lus
vicarious punishment of lumsnlr for their faults was
lmqucﬁmnabiy fu:ﬂp, in proportion toits genuincness
m ]]_[mse'lf' What I witnessed in his school-room
thn:w for me a new light inle the profonndest mys-
teries that have heen couscerated by the Chrislian
symbaols ; and the study of ehildbood made hers T
would not exchange for any thivg clse 1 have expe-
rienced in Jife. For T believe it enabled me to un-
derstand, as [ shonld not otherwize have done, the
depth amd seope of that consnmmate art of carlicet
education, which we owe to Erochel,

E. B PEABODY,
(CamrriDoE, Aupust, 1573,






