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PREFACE,

THE articles here published are cssentially clinical notes, and have to a
considerable extent already appeared in print. They are in the main
based on the author's obhservalions in practise, through detailed acconnts
of cases have been almost entirely avoided, since at hest, such reports
must always be somewhat egotistical and monotonouns.

The paper on Ear Discase in Childhood, will, the author frusis,
furnish the bosy practitioner with a few useful hints which may enable
him to arrest in their incipient stage, some of those insidious forms of
Far affections which when neglectod at their outset prove in afier Life
difficult or imposaible to relicve.

The article on Otorrhees snd Life Assurance, at the Ume of ils
appearance in the Britlsh Medical Joomal, elicited a very favourable
editorial article, and was reprinted in the Insorance Hecord, and many
letters from medieal referecs, and others Interested in Life Assurance,
addressed privately to the author, en the subject, assured him of the
. interest tzlen in the quoestion amd may be held to justily its repro-
doction. A case has but recently terminated fatally, from Cerehial
Abseess, in Lhe Central Throat and Ear Hospital, which well illustrated
the dangers aitending s chronic discharge from the Ear in so otherwise

trealihy person.

The remarks on Peculiar Awmeal and Cerebral Symploms, appeared
in 2 condensed form in the Lawecet, and may, it is hoped, drawr attention
to a class of Aunrul cases which are now froquently overlooked or
erronecusty interpreied.

The aonthor iz aware that he has nothing absolutely dovel Lo
suggest in the treatment of Diseases of the Tonsils and Uvula, never-
theless, a8 considerable uncertainty exists in the minds of many as to
the class of cascs which are likely to derive bLenehl from opsralive
interference, he has endeavoured to indicate the conditions probably
-amenahle to sargical treatment.  The article has not been written in
the spirit of a systematic treatise, but rather as & reproduction of the
oheervations and answers which the writer is accustomed to make to
the sludents and visitors attending his hospital clinigue.

LLEWELYN THOMAS.
15, WEYMOUTH STREET,

PoRTLAND PLACE,
Aprdd, 1878,
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ON THE

NECESSITY FOR THE EARLY RECOGNITION

AND

TREATMENT OF EAR-DISEASES IN CHILDHOOD.

—

WHEN a young patient is brought to a surgeon for
the treatment of deafness, otorrheea, polypus, or
other chronic aural malady, the almost invariable
statement is volunteered, that the parents thought
the child would * grow out of it as it got stronger,
and that they had been told that the ears should
on no account be “tampered with,” and, mrabile
dicfu, | have also been several times assured that,
in the case of girls, the friends had been advised
that the deafness would probably disappear on the
advent of the catamenia. It is hardly necessary to
point out that no surgeon would permit such a
Jaissez-fasre style of procedure with an ophthalmia,
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