THE FOLKLORE OF
THE PENNSYLVANIA
GERMANS



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649463961

The Folklore of the Pennsylvania Germans by John Baer Stoudt

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



JOHN BAER STOUDT

THE FOLKLORE OF
THE PENNSYLVANIA
GERMANS

ﬁTrieste






HOW FOLKLORE 1§ TRANSMITTED



The Folklore

of the

DPennsgylvania Germans

A PAPER READ BEFORE
THE PENNSYLVANIA-GERMAN SOCIETY
AT THE ANNUAL MEETING
YORK, PENNSYLVANIA, OCTORER 14TH, 1910

BY

REV. JOHN BAER STOUDT

PHILADELFPHIA
WILLIAM J. CAMPBELL
196



2725¢6.30./8

‘&qlﬂlb DDJ'.;_EP
T Nov 14 1916

REPRINTED FROM PART [1, YOLUME XXIII
OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE
PENNSYLYANIA-GERMAN SOCIETY

COPTRIGHTED 193h
BY THE
Penngpivanta~Serman Sockety

THE NEW u:'!n:n‘a:lo DM AT
LANSARTRR, Pl



THIS YOLUME IS KINDLY INSCRIBED
TO MY SON
JOHN JOSEPH STOUDT
WHOSE ANCESTORS LARGELY CONTRIBUTED
THRE CONTENTS OF THIE BOOK



CONTENTS.

PAGES.
Cuarrer I
PIMPATE: oo v iaaatatn e A T R 8 18
Cuarter I1
TalbRBies, o oo onniss s d e e s e S e 19— 22
Cuarrer 111
ABC i s T S R 23— 24
Crarren IV.
In Grandpa's Lapp ... oviiviniiciinisiminnansnns 25— 34
Cuarrmn V
Honsel von Bach .....civivinninnicncinrnrnnnnns 30— 41
Cuarrer VL
Counting-aut Bhymes . ... . ... piieeinnnaeennn 42— 54
CHaprr VIL
Powwowing and Charms .............. R 55— 50
Cuarrae VIII,
Riddles and Catrhes . ... ..oiiciieiiiniiininnnnns 6o 86
Cuarten 1X.
Short Ballads ... vonive v ummimen samm i vasissmuine 87— 02
Crarrer X,
Local and Personal Bhymes . .....ocoeininenninnnss 93-101
Cuaapree XI1
New Year Wishing . ..o vvivviinrenreniiinninnnss 102-117
CrHarren XTI
Cumulative Ballads ... ... oocieiineeerinrernrnres 118-130
Caaprer XIV.
Popular Ballads ...........oviverrarvnininnronnns 131-154



INTRODUCTION.

E'HE study of folklore has a charm all its own. As
intimated by the very word itself, folklore is popu-
lar literature contrasted with the compositions of indi-
vidual authers, The former is marked by simplicity and
uniformity and the latter by complication and diversity.
The one is the unconscious and naive expression of the
common life of 2 people, the other the effort of a cultured
individual. In this respect, says the late W. W. Newel,
“the simile of the wild and cultivated flora appears to
express a rezl difference; as every blossom of the woods is
felt to be pretty, so every traditional product has its zsthetic
value: while literary construction must be perfect or else
are cast out as unreparded weeds.” And just as the highly
cultivated rose has been, by the gardener’s skill, develeped
from the common wild rose, so many a simple folk thyme
has been expanded into a poem, an epic, or an opera, no
better example of which can perhaps be cited than the in-
comparable little opera of * Hiinsel and Gretel.”

We are told by the learned in the new science of folk-
lore that from the proverbs, folksongs, etc., one can almost
reconstruct a vanished race; and he who knows the folk-
lore of a people has sufficient data to write the history of
their thoughts, their ethics, and their religion,
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6 The Pennsylvanio-German Society.

The eatly German settlers in Pennsylvania came chiefly
from the Palatinate, Baden, Swabia and Switzerland.
They spoke the German dialects peculiar to the sections
from which they came. From these several German dia-
lects there developed in the course of a few generations
the Pennsylvania German, in which these several dialects
are blended but in which the forceful, direct and already
mixed speech of the Palatinate predominates. In the
same manner the folklore of these various localities was
fused, and frequently given new settings, producing in a
sense a new product. But the accidents of rhyme, meter
and alliterations have tended to preserve the original forms,
However, rhymes, ballads, proverbs from different sec-
tions were frequently united, and under new conditions,
and amid new surrcundings were given new settings and
applications.

As 2 boy, one of my chief delights was to have my
parents and especially my maternal grandparents, Charles
and Anna (Carl) Baer, to recite to me gome of the pretty
ballads found in this collection. They became firmly fixed
in my memory, where they lay dormant until I entered
Franklin and Marshall College, at Lancaster, Pa., and
came under the instruction of the late Joseph Henry
Dubbs, D.D., LL.D., then occupying the Audenreid pro-
fessorship of history in the said institution. While refer-
ring one day in the class room to the influence of the early
German settlers in the upbuilding of the Commonwealth,
he repeated a few jingles in the dialect. At the close of
the recitation I recited for him several ballads from my
childhood lore. He was highly elated to find some one
who could repeat much of what he had heard as a boy;
and repeatedly urged me to do what he, much to his regret,



