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: The Author proposes tu iasue shortly a brief r.urﬁmary
{suitable for general distribution,) of the principsl facts
contained in this publicaticn, in the hup:E it may be useful
to Public Vaccinators and others desirous of removing

fallacious vbjections to Vaccination.
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PREFACE.

EMH E following digest of facts may give the public
| & Dbetter notion thap it possesses, of what
Waccination is—of what ithas done—and of
what it can yet do—as & means of saving human
life, and lessening human suffering. It is more than
probable, the prejudice with which a portion of the
public regand the popularmedical guestion—WVacecination—
is born rather of ignorance of the resl fzcts of the case,
than of a correct Jmowledge of the subject. Hence, it
is & wiser thing to diffuse knowledge frecly among the
people, so that they may be informed of the grounds on
which compulsory legislation on Vaccination is based, than
simply to insist on coercion by law, as the means by
which the benefits of Vaccination are to be extended.
The evidence in support of compulsory ¥accinatign is
unquestionably great—indeed so great—that an authonty
on the subject has declared “that he who disputes it is
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equally unreasonable as he who opposes in like manner
any proposition in Euclid.” (Alison.) Nevertheless, to
compel persons ignorant of such conclusive evidence to
obey the law, in the face of the prejudices which they
have acguired from fallacious reasoning on what they
conceive to be facts, must indeed be worse then useless.
How much better iz it to appeal to the reason, to supply
it with convincing facts bearing on all sides of the sub-
ject, than to impose an the transgressors of the law
penalties or imprisonment. When these are inflicted,
the antipathies {erronevus though they be) against the
practice of Vaccination are apt to be therehy incited—and
to gain on the public. The would-be-martyrs to the law
find no lack of sympathisers,—and thus a strong reaction
against the law is encouraged.

Those persone who object to compuleory Vaccination,
and exert their influence to move others to oppose
it—succeed the hest when they dwell almost exclusively
on whatever excites the imagination and feelings, #0
that these may be made to sway the judgment against it.
Bat it is the duty of those who regard Vaccination as a
discovery which has conferred—and is still capable of
conferring incaleuluble benefit on the human race, to
adopt a different course ; they should state in the most
distinct manner the facis and reasons which have led
them to decide in favour of Vaccination. The inferences
drawn being clearly circumscribed by the facts, the
advocates of Vaccination should on this ground alone—
on the ground of fact and inference that cannot be dis-
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puted—unfold the whole case to the public. In this way,
not only the views of opposers of Vaceination may be
corrected, but the unsettled opinton of those somewhat
doubtful of the benefits of this sanitary measure may be
decided.

Those acts of the legislature which deal with health
and so-called “personal Hberty ' should be supplemenied
by the efforts of those who are fully acquainted with the
facts and correct inferences from them which have guided
the legislature. Then—if the law is transgressed, it can-
not be wrong to compel obedience. During epidemics
of Small-pox it is clearly the dufy of the Guardians of
the Public Health, to enforce Vaccination. The Stats
should protect the lives of its subjects when—in times
of unusual danger—jeepardised by prejudice orignorance.

From their scientific education, and Vaccination being
part of their daily thought and work, the members of
the medical profession cught to constitute the best
qualified class to judge correctly of zll sides of the
question, and to inform the community, They are
protectors of health ; and ipasmuch as life is
imperilled by imperfeet knowledge and prejudices con-
cerning Vaccination, it is their duty to deal with the
arguments urged against this sanitary measure, as much
as to prevent disease by any other means. Such acourse
ought not to be regarded (as it is to be feared it too often
is) as undignified.

It is surely a philanthropic work of amy person con-
vinced of the benefits of Vaccination, to spread a



