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I
The Kingship of Self-Control

BIAN has two creators,~his God and
himself. His first creator furnishes
him the raw material of his life and

B8] the laws in conformity with which he
can make that life what he will. His second
creator,—himself,—has marvellous powers he
rarely realizes. It is what a man makes of him-
self that counts.

When a man fails in life he usually says, *I
am as God made me.” When he succeeds he
proudly proclaims himself a ** self-made man."”
Man is placed into this world not as a finality,—
but as a possibility. Man's greatest enemy is,—
himself. Man in his weakness is the creature of
circumstances; man in his strength is the creator
of circumstances. Whether he be victim or
victor depends largely on himself.

Man is never truly great merely for what he
#5, but ever for what he may become. Until
man be truly filled with the knowledge of the
majesty of his possibility, until there come to
him the glow of realization of his privilege to
live the life committed to him, as an individual
1.
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life for which he is individually responsible, he is
merely groping through the years,

To see his life as he might make it, man must
go up alone into the mountains of spiritual
thought as Christ went alone into the Garden,
leaving the world to get strength to live in the
world. He must there breathe the fresh, pure
air of recognition of his divine importance as an
individual, and with mind purified and tingling
with new strength he must approach the prob-
lems of his daily living.

Man needs less of the *'I am a feeble worm of
the dust” idea in his theology, and more of the

‘] am a great human soul with mar-
vellous possibilities ” as a vital element in his daily,
working religion. With this broadening, stimu-
lating view of life, he sees how he may attain his
kingship through self-control. And the seif-con-
trol that is seen in the most spectacular instances
in history, and in the simplest phases of daily
life is precisely the same in kind and in quality,
differing only in degree. This control man can
attain, if he only will; it Is but a matter of pay-
ing the price.

The power of self-control is one of the great
qualitles that differentlates man from the lower
animals. He is the only animal capable of a
moral struggle or & moral conquest,

Bvery step in the progress of the world has
been a new ‘‘control.” It has been escaping
from the tyranny of a fact, to the understanding
and mastery of that fact. For ages man looked



