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PREFACE.

Tuese translations have lain by me for nearly twice
the nine years during which Horaee recommended
that a poem should remain in its author’s power.
They formed part of a larger scheme long ago con-
ceived ; buf in the carrying out of which I presently
discovercd inner difficulties ; not to say that it wonld
have required, as I also soon was aware, a far greater
amount of time and labor than I was either willing
or had a right to bestow npon it.  The scheme was
consequently laid aside. At the same time I did not
lay aside the hope of reseuing a few portions of my
work from the absolute oblivion to which the remain-
der, written and uwnwritten, wias cousigned ; and of
preparing these, if ever a convenient time should
arrive, for the press.  The time was long in arriving.
It is, however, these portions which, with a few later



L& PREFACE.

revisions, and here and there a gap filled up, consti-
tute the verse translations oceupying the latter half
of this little volume,

A first sketch of the Memoir prefixed to these
translations dates back to the same period. I could
not, however, let this go forth withoot seeking to
bring up at least its literary notices to the present
time; and in doing this, in supplying what, as 1
passed it again under my eye, scemed to me most
lacking in it, and in modifying earlier judgments, till
they expressed more exactly present convictions, 1
find that, without having at all expected or desired
this result, I have re-written the greater portion of
the Memaoir.

Ircpessrone, Aprd 93, 1866,
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