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NOTE.

Tuz following notes were hastily put tagether, just before an examinatron,
for the purpose of supplying my own pupils with a concise orderly summary
of the main features of Shakspere’s Veraification, and were preservd with the
hope that in futore classes I might be relievd of unnecessary expenditure
of time upon what is & secondary, but by no means unimportant, sabject in
teaching Shakspere.® A few extra copies were printed from & desire to share
the possibilities of this relief with other teachers, who, deploring the unscien-
tific statement and chaotic 'arrangement * of existing works on the subject,
mey likewise bav been foret unwillingly to omit the subject altogether
Of course, whatever value an outline like this may hav will depend mainly
upon the accuracy and effectivoess of the illustrations. The most useful
portion of the little pamphiet, therefore, will prove to be the blank pages,
which hav been inserted for the reader to record his own examples om and
to correct any misquotations which may hav escapd the very careful revision
at the University Preas. a8 B

Cuxparpos, February, 1854,

® Tt Io neodloss o sy that T har drewn fresly from Asscrr's Shakepearsan Grommar and
Bun's Eody English Prowundation, Porther Qlnstratiy matier may be fonnd in thoss
works ; aiso ln W. Bmaxy Warsmn's Fersifoation of Shalespeare (London 1854} ; and in
s Crisical Evamination of ihe Text of Shaleapeare, 8 voln, (London, 1800} 0, Ba-
muensy's Changes in Shabespeare’s Ferrifloafion (1557) 18 now cut of print.  The sindent of'
phonetics needs nok to be remindad of ths immense sdventage Smiliarity with the ** phonstie
polnt of view " glves & simdent of prosedy | nor the teacher of language phonstically, of the
fmpoesibitity of eBsctivly snhstituting arblimry symbols for orsl instructiom. Bome gain,
bowever, may perhaps be mads by following op, in the books quotsd in the motes, the hinta
there thrown oot, mmmmtwmmrmm(wm.m;
The first chpter of Brona’'s Englische Philalogie (Hall , 1881) I atate-
mmmmﬂnmmmnmﬁmumuuummnm
Bweet. Ewerr's Hundbook qf Fhonetics (London, 1377) i the most svaflable book in Eng-
Mah, (Mevnis Bru, js alresdy aotigested.) The lstest aod bet sammary of the main -
furea of this youognst of the modern sciences Is In an article by Moarrs Travratann, dAnglia, 1.
B68-098. Mere srpecially applicable to the points brought wp in these notes is so exoellant
wriicle by the sume on the ¥ sounds in English, Ianfﬁlmm Those who still lock with
mpmmmmd‘-mvmmm phonotls spellings " (sven In
thona) b thry luck Metlonary suthorlty, are most respecifully meferrd to the New
mm,bmpndumumuqh-ﬂm







SHAKSPERE'S VERSIFICATION.

""'The English herolc verse is useally stated to consiat of ten syllables:
it is better divided into five groups, each of which theoretically consists of
two ayllables, of which the second only is sccented. . . . Practically, many
of the gronps are allowed to consist of three syllables, two of them being
unsocented ® . , . The number of syllables may therefore be greater than
ten,t while the accents may be, and most genorally are, loss than fivef . ..
1f there be an accant at the end of the third and fifth group, or at the end of .
the second and foarth, other accents may be distributed almost at pleasure.§
The last group may alss have one or two unaccented syllables after its lnst
sccent.' — Evuis, Essentiols of Phonetics, p. 7T (1847).]

Now Shakspere’s Sonnets are remarkably melodious, and econform to the
strictest rales of rhythm and metre. The dramatic poetry, on the other hand,

# ' The Hmit of triayliakie substitation ls thoes feet out of five.” — J. B, Mavon, Phil, Soc.
Trans., 1876-70, p. 413 :

1 A verse may often have more than ten sylables, and more or leas than five aceents, bat
1t most carry po much sound as shall be & satiafsolory equivnlont for tn syilablos, and most
hvre linneoonis arranged 8o 88 (o conleat an ear prepared for five.” —J. A, STuoxrs, Fore-
mightly Review, Dee., 1874

T Abbott (4568 8) states that abeut e Une bn throo has the foll mamber of emphstia ae-
sents ; about twe la four bave foar, and one out of fAifteen, thres. It fs of more binportance to
remamber, (1.) that the firat foot slmost always bt mo emphatin scomnt | (L) that two toem-
phatis scconts arely, If o¥er, come together | and (B.) that there s geasrally an emphatic sccent
cm the third or fourth foot.

§ " The tras ruls, I suspect, 1a that you may fnvert the place of the sooent [mbstiiate — -
I =) ln any group except the last, provided you dom't do B I two together.”—F. J.
Fommrvais, N, Sh, Soc. Trans., 181, L 37,

Il Cf E. Eng. Pron., p. £33 (1858} : ** In the modern verse of flve meassires, there must
be a priceipsl stress on the last sylinble of the second and fourth messarvs, or of the s and
fourth, or of the third and some other measrs, There ls also a stres upon the et ayilable
of the £fth messure, but if any ooa af the three sonditions above stated sre satlsfied, the verss
In complets, "

* 1a It nuot betder to aliow thet thrve out of the Eve fet may be — «, withoot laying down
the law as o the order in which they may eema! If 1 wors dispessd 4o malkeany more definite
rale, T shoold prefor to sy that In gensesl |$ would be foand that the 0fth and slthar the see-
oed or third foot, had the foal aceent.” —J. B. Mivow, Phil. Sor. Trans, 1578, p. 461
i Tha ehief dafect in the rale i In regerd to the fifth meanre, The general condition s that
the lant wyllable should et be weaker than the preceding syllable or sylisblen, and that, whem .
it s setmally weaker, It should be at leasi longer or heavier.” — Bim, ib. p. 454
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Cromwell, I charge thee, fling awsy ambiiion :
By that sin foll the angels; how can min, thes,
The image of his maker, hope to win by "7 WO il 3. 4L

3. Two exira syllables are sometimes allowd, if unemphatic, befors a
panee, especially at the end of the line. (These, however, are ususlly con-
tracted (ef. ITI. 5, 6, 7, ete., below) ; there are of course but five accents.
WVid. 2, note, and ef. V., below.)

Look whers he comes! not poppy nor mandrfgera. O, ii. 3. 230,
Ts not so dxtimable, prifitible peither. M. V. i 8. 167.
Perusa the letter.  Nothin, ll.r:l.ult

But misery. K. L. ii. 2. 172; Fb. i, 1. 885,

1 dare avouch it, sir; M%Whﬂn! It ik 4. 240,

As you are ol and rdverend, yoo shoold be wise. 15, I 4. 261
Ape is unndcessary ; on my knees I beg. 1. i 4. 157.

8o, minacles, Cor. L. §. 57; vinty, Jb. v. 2. 18; jalowsy, HE v, 2. 401; récom-
pense, T. . §ii. 8. 8; féliow her, &. Y. 0. 5. 49; dfeled, Cor. i, 9. 52; unmAinnerly,
E.L i1 1.

IL ACCENT.t

L. Bome words, moatly dissyllabic, especially verbs, have the accent
farther back than at present. — Amsorr, Gr., 492; Evris, E. Eng. Pron,
930, 931,

ntle drchbishop of T
?‘ﬂ&‘aﬂﬂqppodnhdmm- I.I.I I‘Hl.
Ihlkmtolg:lrnnl oor
Btaond mome mbaru-nm! H M. il 4. 8.
My ctnoeal'd lady to her cancell’d love, R..J. ili. 3. 98,
Good even to my ghostly ednfessor. B. J. d. 6. 1.
For "t Is the Ii:th!:'oltlkn;hﬁnu
mhmnwmﬁ B iff. 4, 202,

Bo, ploner, J5 L & 182; midtiogrs, Cor. §. 1. 355,

Labienns hath with his Parthisn fores
Extended Asia from Edphrates, A. C. i 2. 108,

» Nod Bhsiopers’s. The smumeration of thess redomdant syllables in B emabisd Mr,
Bpedding, as sarly as 1550, to separste Flotoher's work from Shakspsre's. Vid N, Sh. Soc.
Trass, ., Appendis, p. 1t

+ While It may not be pecessery, avn for eritisal stodents, to resd & elaasio like
Bhakspers with his own pronunaistion (whish ks oow fuirly wall mads out, of, Rilis, E. Eng.
Pron., Cap, VIIL § E), i s important for all to fesd him metrieally ; and when we do aright,
we find, not Lhat Bhalorpers himssif ¢hangd the sccant * for the ks of the metre,” hot (hak |
sincs his Hme the regular scoent of many werds fas changd. Bo with the resslntioos, s
woalld; ik ts wa moderns whe bav done the changing, by reading as ome sylisbis whas In
Bhakupere's Sme was fa0. lﬂumﬁd—tmmuwﬂnhmnhh
gunge of modern postry many darnd omtrestions snd other apy larities of Bluk-

TS YT, ‘hﬂ-hﬁhhﬂ““h_"mﬂm"
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i inks still siand,
Tl o hﬁ:’n'ﬁ? T#:l!hr, vamh
Than twenty silly-docking dbservants. K. L. (3. 108,
Ay, do, perséver, connterfeit sad looks. M. N. D. fii. 2. 937.
8o, H. L 5. 162; perséverance, Mcb. iv. 8. 93.
At Péntapélis the fair Thilsa, P.v. 8. 4
Cf. délectable, B2 {i. 3. T3 détestable, E. J. iil. 4, 29; hérizon, 3 H® iv. T.81;
Implérators, H. L. 3. 129; maintain, 1 HO i. 1. 71; miturs, K. T. iv. 6. 223; plébeias,
Cor. v. 4. 39; A, C.iv. 12 34; ménkind, T. of A. iv. 1, 40; pérpective, A. W.v.
3. 48; phrsait, Bon. 143; pdrveyor, Meb. i, 8.22; réceptacle, E. J. iv. 3. 39 rélapee,
HS iv. 3. 107; sticeessors, H® L. 1. 60.

2. Some worda have the accent nearer the end than with us now. (“ Latin
[French] disayllabic derivalives are oxytone.” Bry Jowsow.) — Aepotr,
490: Erva, 930, 981.

I say without charisters fame lives bong. B ifi. 1. 81; H. L 3. 69,
Mark our contrict; mark your divorce, young sir. W.T. iv. 4. 423; T. ii. 1. 15L
Qur wills and fates do so contriry run.  H. iii. 2. 231,

And world's exile Is desth: then binishéd. R. J. ili. 3. 20,

That oo revénue hath bat thy good apirits. . il 2. 83,

Banisht this frail sepdlehre of our fiesh. R4 3. 14, Cf. E. L. i 4, 134

By heaven, she s & deinty one, sweethedrt. FP . 4. 04,

Az °t wers wridmphing at mine enemies, B8 iil. 4. 81

Cf. sbjéet, B L 1. 108; aapéct, A, O. L 6. 88; B® I, 1. 155; commeéres, T. C. 1L
8, 105; compédct, J. C. iii. L. 216; corndr, 3 H¥ iv. B. 6; edfct, 2 H® iii. 2. 258;
explofts, ¥ i, . 121 Iostfoct, Cor, v. 3. 35; obddrate, M. V. iv. 1. 8; oppdrtune,
T. iv, 1, 20; porténts, 0. 0. 2. 48; J. C. ii. % M); prescléncs, J. C. L 3. 189;
sinister, H4 1i. 4. B; tridmph, 1 H4 v. £, 14; welcdme, B2 il. & 170,

3. A word repeated in the same verse often has two accents the first
time, and ono the second ; or octupiés s whole bar the first time, and only
part of & bar the second ; and wice versd, acogrding to emphasis,

‘These violént deaires have vi-olent eods. K. J. ii. 6. 0.

Beidl g cral 7 S04l se conatant, bord.. T, N.w. 1. 118, CLIV. 1. b.

Of groatest justice. Wri-yte, write, Rinalde. A. W, il .20, CLIV.2.a.

Field, Marcios, yi-cld. Héar mé ons word, Cor, fil. 1. 215 CL IV.1. 8 2,

Give ma that : phijence, pa-ti-duce I meed. K. L. ii. 4. 374.

Thevefitre and whérefire sometimes have two sccents ; never whérefbre,
How cam'st thon hither, tell me and wherefdre. R.J.ii.2.62; K. L. ii. 4. 106.
Maks baste, therefire, aweet Tove, whilst it is prime. Son, 70,

4. Some words have & double accent.

Try what repentance can; what ean It not ?
Tt what can it, when ons canndt repent? H. i 3. 65.




